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we understand, due in a groat measure to bis own skilful and energetic

negotiation. But what we 'must specially comînend iii his Speech is the
tone of independonce adopted towards the United States. This is a thing
mucb noeded at this juncture, wben the real feeling and designs of Ameni-
can politicians towards Canada is being carefully and dangerously concealed
under the specious cloak of a desire for Commercial Union-only to be

expressed the plainer, bowever, accidentally, in sucb insolent bullying
as that indulged in by the New York Sun on Monday last. With
Sir Charles, we bave no idea that the policy of nion-intercourse will be
adoptod by tbe Stats-tbis threat is nothing but a lîttie American
statesmianship, which often contains a good proportion of the ingrodient of
"bluff; " but should it, we believe the interests of the country are quite
safe in the bands of the presont Administration.

T[HE Spectator, commenting, on the increase of British national woalth
since 1860 (an increase of incomo estimated at over 81,500,000,000 a

year) insisted on by Mr. Gladstone as a reason why the settled contribu-
tion of $140,000,000 to the Sinking Fund sbould not ho disturbed in Mr.

Goschen's Budget, points out that it is the margin of profit, the excess of
retunns over expenditure, not the absaMute amnount of wealth, wvbich makes

taxation easy to bear. A very rich country miaking very sinaîl profits
6nds taxation much more burdensome than a mucli poorer country mraking
Very large profits. At present the bulk of British trade increases but

slowly, while its margin of profit decreases, and bas decreased for some
Years back. And, as a correspondent of the same Journal plainly shows,
whereas thinty years ago eveny penny of incomie tax pnoduced a million
sterling, now, owing to better methods of collection, it produces just double
that amount. But wbilo the collection of the Income Tax, and, indeed, of

ail other taxes, from. tho richer classes is decreasing steadily, tbe collection

Of the Incomo Tax fromn the poorer class of tolerably well-to-do pensons is

Maaking up, and a littie more than making up, for that decreaso of Income

Tax of the rich. In the intorval of tbirty years the taxes, too, have beon
taken off a vast number of commodities in general consumption, whicb
1n0w yield little or nothing to the revenue ; so that it comes to this, that
the chief burden of the repayment of the National Debt is failirig on one

'lass of the cotnmunity only-the poorer class of the tolerably well-to-do.

A.1nd Mn. Goscben is entiroly right in relieving themn; the only fair
a'lternative, as hie poînted out, to the small reduction hoe made--a penny on

tePound-being a genoral revision of taxation.

IT is stated tbat the Colonial Conference has been successful, as regards
A1u8tralia at any rate, in one of its main purposes-a provision for Colonial

De'fence. A plan bas been adopted for the maritime defence of Australia.
T2he British Govonnmont, without reduciiig its own squalron in the South

Poacitic, will provide five armed cruisers, at an orilyinal cost of $3,000,000,
ald two torpedo boats, and will not charge for thein detenioration. Aus-
trahia, 0On the othen band, will pay $600,000 a year for the pay, keep, and

Other exponses of the necessary crews and equipirnents. The cruisens will

bie retained in Australia waters, and will, it is bulieved, with the usual force

%tationed there, provide adequate protection to the Australian trade. This ib

tebeginlning of a quite pnacticable plan of binding the Mother Country and

ercolonies in alliance, in wbicb Canada might advantageously loin.

*ifltroductory chapter to the last [iusso-Turkish War bas just been

iei'dentally published by the North Gemnan Gazette, in an article, clearly

O'i],which alludes to a Treaty between Russia and Austria, signed in
1877, under which Austria was pernmitted to occupy and govern Bosniia

e'114 Rerzegoviiia. No sucb tnoaty bas ever been inentîonied before, and it

%8e1118 clear that possession of the two Provinces was the price paid to
4&ustria to induce ber not to intorfere with the Russian advanJe. Lt bas

beeul generally supposed that the reason why Alexander Il. did itot marcb

Ott 1ak byp when ho had Turkey at bis feet was because hoe feared

% t k Crdi Austria on bis flank. Lord Beaconsfield lias genenally had

thcrdi f of stopping that advance, but there is more >ikelibood that it

th''Oben by Austria ; and tbe Russiani marny being in an exhausted
'tt'teCzar durst not venture fartdier. The dread of an Austrian attack

flnk bas beon supsdas ohaewthl h Russian advance of
late, nd th s uis ot e poale. tho u e the thea anyisnWi

It ery beetisiSt Psimrbble.in w hil h the srnitsa is ei now' in

~ Uhinfenior state, yet the Austrians would lie a cr'ushing weight

throwa" iii the scale, with the Roumanian, Bulgarian, and Tunkishi arrnies,

tagi8 n1"Ba What is important, bowever, to note is' the little reliance
P4 laced On Austria. Sho evideritly sold hensoîf to Russia ixn 1877, and

etdrI.miglit bave manched to Constantinople unmolested if ho had
"beto bribe lier f urthen with anotmer Province or two. sile appoans
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to be incunably weak-unstable as waton. In any alliance witb the

Gorman Powers, England must evidently lean chiefiy on the German
Empire; the Austrian support may give way at tîte most critical moment.

THiE London correspondent of the Re publique Franc aise says :-IlBar-
risters bere are entitled to subtnit witnesses to a vexitable inquisition-
namely, cross-examinaton--putting to them. the most insidious and com-
primising questions; and hean in mind that the witniess thus questioned
on bis own acts is on oath, and liable to punlishnient for peîjury. This
cross-examination is wbat Mr. Panell dneads. My impression is that ho
will accept the falsest position rather than iicur this terrible ordeal.
There are many points of bis public life on which Mr. Parnell is jiot at ail

anxious to hoe internogated, and in saying this 1 have not the slightest
intention of accusing himn of misdeimeanours or crime; 1 rnereiy riean that
bie bas secrets, many secrets." iPrecisely. A man occupying the peculiar
position of Mr. Parnell must, at all costs, avoid the law courts. Lt would
nover do for Bill Sykes to ho apprehiended for vagrancy; not because the
punishment for vagrancy is to bo feanod, but on account of the searching
enquiry that might ho instituted into Bill Sykesrs mode of life. So,
altbougbi Mn. Parnell mîgbt possibly be able to dispnove the allegation of
The Tintes as to this letten, yet as, penhaps, hoe could do so only at the risk
of being covered, himself and bis party, with even greaten infainy, bie must
at all bazards keep out of court. In result, lhowever, it is inatten of little
moment to the public that hoe bas failed to take up Thte Tiimes's chal-
lenge: the point that impresses itself on the mind of disceringi observons
is that hoe feols bis characten to bo so assailablo that hoe dare not expose
it to investigation in the searching lighit of a law court, le cannot
be surprised if the natural inference be drawn respecting not only this
letton, but the whole subject of the alleged connexion between IIParnellism.

and Crime." The Law Times, commenting on the attempt of the Par-
nellites and their Gladstonian allies to smnothen the enquiry, says: IlTho
cny of pnivihege naised by that infatuated papen, the Pall MIail Gazette,
concenning the publication by Thte Timnes of the Parnell letton, is about as
wild as anything lately published. To suggiest that thene is any analogy
between this publication andi that which alleged corruption against a coin-

mittoe of the flouse of Commons, is to show an absolute incapacity to
reason logically. By no straining could the doctrine of pniviloge apply to
the action of T'he Timnes. To make it apply it would ho necessany to say
that evory mnomben of tho flouse must ho protected fnomn ail reflections
upon bis chanacton if bis characten bas anything to do with any moasune
befone the flouse-which would be absurd. There i8 singulan confusion
in the ideas of some speakers and journalists on the subject of the Parnell
letton. If that letton is a fongony, its publication, and the remarks of Thie
Tintes founded iupon it, are grossly libellous. Very beavy daiages would
ho awanded the plaintiff in an action. No ac.tion, it is said, is to be brought,
but it is added,' the public must not find a verdict against Mn. Parnell-
s0 says the Daily News-because it would ho to convict a pnisoner without
a trial. Mn. Parnell is not in the position of a prisonen against whom the
prosecution bas to prove a case. Mr. Parnell bas to dispnove a weighty
charge delibenatoly made. ___

THE papens gave the other day an accounit of a sehool of phumbing that

bas lately been established in New York, from wbich mst beneficial
results are expected. Thene is no trade where technical education is so,
much needed, not exactly for the good of the trade, but for the good of the
public. The bealth of every one of us depends largely ou the cane and
skihl of plumbers. If Life Insunance Companies would attend to the
plumbing in the bouses of their clients, their profits would bo much
greaten, for the average of life would ho measunably increased. Bad
air shortens life more than pnobably any other cause;, Life Insurance
Companies ought to charge a highen fee for insuring tîte lives of people
who live in ill-drained and ill-ventilatod bouses, just as Fine Insurance
Companies change a higlher fee on hazandous risks. This ougyht-as
nothing else seoms able to do-to bring about a reforin iii bouse building,
and attention to sowers as well as waten pipes. In London, a Mn. Noel A.
Ilumpbreys bas nead a paper befone the Statistical Society, in wbich lie

dnew attention to the fact that in the Peabody Buildings4, which, now
accommodate some 20,000 pensons of the poonen classes, the numben of
infant deaths bas been neduced seven per 1,000 below thiat of infants in

London genenally during the last five years. Tihis shows, hoe said, bow

nmuch housing bas to do witb the death rate, wbich is confirmued by the

fact that the pooner classes who live mucb in the open air, like gardeners,
nursenymen, and agnicultural labourons, attaia an average age alinost as

good as that of clergymen tbemnselves, in spite of theirniîuch greator

privations.
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