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I LLITERACY AND CRIME.

—

From Father Conway’s Pamphlet.

A glance at the progress of crime in
countries where State education is in
fullest bloom, and illiteracy & thing al-
most unknown, will convince the reader
of the fruitlessness, or rather the de-
moralizing influence of public education.
Lot us take a few instances from the
German fatherland, which, being emi-
nently the land of modern civilization
and public schools, cannot but be con-
sidered a fajr representative. The
growth of crime is siuply alarming,
especially among the youth., A Berlin
Preacher, in a report on the progress of
¢rime in that city, in 1873, says: * At
Present the prison cells allotted to juve-

nile criminals are 80 crammed that the

room is no longer sufficient for them. In-

the course of 1872 no fewer than 392

such juveniles, from twelve to eighteen

Years of age, have been imprisoned,
- -among whom 158 were under sixteen
«; Jears. A lad of fourteen being asked in

" "Gourt of what denomination he ‘was, re-

plied : * Denominations no longer exist ;

Teligion is no longer taught in the

8chools’”  And then the reporter goes

on to say : * The great mass ?f crime has
grown upon the soil of religious indiffer-
ence and radicalism, Most of the crimi-
nols show an appalling ignorance and
carelessness in religious mutters, and
such a confusion of all moral 1deas as
would -move any thinking man to com-
passion.” SR

The following extracts from the most
recent sta'istics at hand bear testimony
to the blessings of State education, or

Kullur, as they are pleased to callit in

the fatberland: The per centage increase

of crime in Prussia, from I871 to 1878,

was an average of 100 per cent., or

double the number, the increase of popu-
lation being only 44 per cent. Increase
of crime against morality, 148 per cent.;
personal outrages, 143 per cen.; murders,

45 per cent.; against property, 226 per

cent. In Saxony: murders increase 85

percent.; against morality, 181 per cent.,

personal outrages, 200 per cent.; the in-
crease of population being 7.4 per cent,

In Baden, murders increase 69 per cent.;

against morality, 1229 per cent.; against

property, 137 per cent. In Wurtem-
burg, 1872.77: average increase of crime

83.5 per cent. In Bavaria, 1872.76:

average increase of crime, 83.5 per cent.;

the increase of vopulation, 3.3 per cent.

This growth of crime has alarmed even

the great champions of modern culture.

Herr von Puttkamer, then Minister of

Public Instruction in Prussia, after ex-

Pressing hisregret that the ipfluence of

religious education was paralyzed in the

State, said (1879): “I am convinced that

on the day on which we cease to make
B the. saving teachings of the Gospel the

basiy of -education, the fall of our na-
tional civilized lite wil} be inevitable.”
ideo meliora proboque ; deteriora ge..
quor.  Such are’ the fraits of State edu-
cation in Germany , and yet we must re-
member that German State schools, as a
' Ron:religious,” Cases 'of

i v’ g

education is secular,
happens, hostile to r

We expect where
excluded ?

We_mlg!xt give figures to show how the
YIing increase of crime in our own

0es hand in hand wj
-education,
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en the task and
t so successfully that,
rned much abuse from
the advocates of publie schools, to our
kuowledge, not everd a serious attempt
has been made to refute him. We refer
to the Hon, Zaghary_Montgomery, editor
of the Family’s Def) nder and oth
lloauops, fruitland, Cal, N,
authority than Richard Grant
carefully examined and
statements and “ found them
tworthy,"”
concludes ‘that the evidenc
% proves ,the case
school system as ole
a8 the truth of New
tation is
whi
o

@ on record
nst the public
:;); al‘;‘d undeniabl
s theory of gravi-
i»roved by the ecaloulations
enabde ut:gn;mers to declare the
‘ aud weigh the substance of the
Planets.”._North American Review,
f sach are the moral fruits of State
education, what must be its social effects?
1f cngatl;)o &:e brought up without reli-
lon, without conscience, without, i
f %0’ be wondeaycience, i
organized, that the
to its centre, that

A are trembli
on  their thrones? 1 religion a
morality, which, t0 use the words of

ashington, are “ indispensable

- supports of political prosperity, the two
great pillars of hu ppiness and
the firmest props of ‘and citizens,”

are once undermined,
ture of society must needs totter to ite
fall. This is the practical outcome of
State aducation, :
But consider even from & theoretioal
point of view, the principle of State
educition is fraught with the most bane-
ful consequences. * If the State owes its
children an education at the common
expense,” says Bishop MoQusid in the

. Journal of Education, “ there is no es~
cape from the. Communists’ demand for
food, clothing and snelter at the common
expense.” The principle of State edu-

- Sation, therefore, is essentially commun-
Istic. “7f the mental wants of the ris-
g Reneration ought to be satisfied by
the State,” says Herbert S ocer, ¢ why
not tbﬂ!;ghysicnl ones? The reasoning

- which s Held o establish the right to
ipt.elleotuglfood will equally well estab-

‘ lls.h the ﬂghtb material obd; nay, it
will do more: wil] prove that children
should be altogether cared for by the
Spencer logically con-

~cludes that the prineciple of State educa-

, the. whole struc..

Y | to them ; and this i

tion annuls all parental responsibility,

And Stuart Mill does not hesitate to
call State education an unsupportable
despotism, masmuch as it forms the
opinions and sentiments of the people in
8 -ch a way that the State may lead them
whither it pleases. Admitting the right
of the State to compel parents to give a
certaip amount of education to their
children, he says (On Liberty): A
general State education is a mere contri-
vance for moulding people t8 be exactly
like one another ; and as the mould in
whicb it casts them is that which pleases
the predominant power in the govern-
ment—in proportion as it is efficient and
successful—it establishes a despotism
aver the mind, jeading by natural ten-
dency to one over the body. An edueca-
tion established and cont.rollqd by the
State should only exist, if' it exists at all,
&8 One among many experiments carried
on for the purpose of esample and
stimulus to keep the others up to a cer-
tain standard of excellence.”

We are no admirer of the philosophy of
Spencer and Mill, but the greater their
aberrations in other respects the more
importance must be attached to their

did not allow themselves to he carried
away from the path of common sense by
the current of modern notions. ‘And, in
fast, if the State fay regulate and super-
intend the mental developmeat of its
children, we do not see why ‘it should
not, in like manner, watch, over their
physical gtowth. If the State supply the
schoolmaster, why not the nurse? If 1t
prescribe the mental regime, why not
also the physical? Why not enact g
national bill of fare, based on the 1,08t
approved medical principles ? Why not
legislate on the clothing, habitation, cop.
poral exercises of its youthful subjects ?
This principal of State education, if syn-
thetized to its last consequences, would
with logical necessity lead us to the
adoption ot the famous black soup mess
of the Spartans. However humane ‘and
philanthropic, then, the principle of
State education may appear at first
sight, if once admitted it necessarily
paves the way to communism and despo-
tism. And it matters very little whether
the State that adopts it'is a republic, or
an oligarchy, or a monarchy. History
teaches that the one of these forms as
well as the other is liable to those ex-
ceases, as 800N as it begins to disregard
the natural laws which the Creator has

traced out on human nature for the direc-
tion of eivil sociéty, .

It is neediess to point to the perni-
cious effects ot State education on reli-
gion. When teachers and pupils are
subtracted from the salutary influence of
the church, when God and religion and
all those things which appertain to man’s.
last end; and should be first and fore
most in the training of youth, are pro-
scribed for six days in the week, how is
it possible to imbue children with reli
gious sentiments, to ground them in the
principles of their faith, so that they
may learn to act on religious motives
through life 7 Religion, at most, will be
 matter of secondary importance with
them. And even though regular reli-
gious iustructions may be permitted, yet
the education will be far from being a
religious one. Primary educstion, espe-
cially, must be bldnded with' religion ;
the children must become familiar and
easy with, and, as it were, a second nature
8 & thing impossible
if the instruction is secular, if the church
does not exercise a direct influence on
teacher and pupil. Infidelity or reli.
gious indifference is, the inevitable con-

We have many sad instances to illustrate
the truth of this assertion in our own
country. For what is the cause of the
progress of infidelity in this country, if
not mainly the goodless education given
in our public schools 7 And if the num-
ber of Catholios in the United States—
which, thanks be to God, is ‘very consid-
erable compared with other denomina-
tions—is not more than half what it
ought to be, we believe that thiz is
chiefly, though not solely, owing to pub-
lic school education. .
But State education, we maintain
furthermore, far from being beneficial, is
highly injar
true civilization, to the true pro,
education. Here we must remind the
reader that the true civilization of a
nation does not consist in its material
power and resources, nor in the most
?eriec.t utilizing of the forces of nature
or social comfort and industrial facilities.
All these things, of course; are the out-
come of culture in a certain department,
which, though of great im rtance, is by
no means the highest of{’(::ivilix‘qd,hfe.
Neither does true civilization conaist in
the total exemption from illiteracy ; for,
88 we havo already shown, a high degree
of mental culture and good taste is not
meompatible. with illiteracy. Magpy an
unlettered Italian will pass a better
Jjudgnient on the artistic merite of awork
of art than an American high school
graduate, who hias: heard much talk of
00C taste and sesthetics. The true
civilisation of g nation is the perfect,
harmonious development of the higher
faculties of the pe glo as such. Now,
can this harmonious svelopment of the
bigher faculties of a
undeér State education? We em,

4 : X C ‘1 - Partienlar attention {5 pat ¥ 1o the fact that
deny the posarbility ; for how can Ordors to tinueadvertisements must onmamn,m?.»wxmuen LINE |
the deveiopment be barmonious if the | o 'sent to the ofice in writing. from Chicago and the Wasi to Moatreal and | -
gious and moral side of human nature | ** ** i na typs, load- | GREAT FAGIPIC TRURE Liva' 4 the
How oxs v’ o, Berially seglocted | st moumcat st oot SRS PACITID SHORE S o 2
0 even the intellectual facujties | #d ; ¥ news, 10 cents per word . ital o 3
be properly developed when, as is gone. | Sen Sroins Ko nocios tnssrred for e | Tt 16 composed of the MICHIG A oK.
. Qoveloped n, &8 ig gone: | ench insertion. | ; TRAL from Chicago and Toledo 10 8i. Thom.
o & ool thovhce | & T ppap e i e o g
education hag & materialiatic drift?kHOW Professtonsl cards (ran In and without t'grxo'u omas 10 Bmith's Falls ﬂm
can the aesthetic faculties be awakened, display) $1 per month, ‘ . s,.?.’{o, : tern Division from Smitn's
chastened and cultivated. if christianity, ; , LN B AT R Juawa, fonnlay al
in which alone lofty ideals are to be con. Aavan:nmwh,gzma’&ﬂ&‘a"x?"“ to the Canadia . EI?"Q" 1ag with
templated, is banished from the sohool instructiens Lnssried © " luteel rails and was well ballasted ap m-de
room and expunged from the school| irosiss ot Births arriages and Deaths, 80 | e Jrode) road of (anada before being open-
books ! ' cents oach insertion. : ne train service s unexcolled in th
- But the moet lamentable effect of this|. - . o - |eountry. Faxtexpross trai
purely secular education is the rise and | wiiTespondenos ona panEE facts of Interest ﬁ“!g;ﬂ;f; oF JPasser
spread of error. As s0on as ‘spience is . R “'1-ihis continent, ran ih
divorced from positive religion there is| 3. 3 CHADOOK, | ZoXhE Mauick tmo as th
no safeguard against error. ~Soiens hasi Editor and Pablisher, | :

views on this one point, in which they |

sequence of such secular instriction. |-

ous to the advancement of | ga)

pation be obtained |

no longer the bulwark  infallible autho-
rity to keep it within t..e proper bounds.
The human mind nas no longer ths un-
erring monitor to check its vain curio
sity, to say to it: “So far shalt thou
cowe, and no farther!” It has no long-
er the beacon light of faith to light it on
its way through the shoals and cliffs with
which the great ocean of the intelligibie
is beset. Therefors it is that, in our
days, in which the human mind has
emancipated itself from the restraint of
authority, % men have besome vain in
.their thoughts, and their foolish hearts
are darkened, and, professing to be
wise, they have become fools.” They
bave, in truth, changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into the image of the
corruptible world, and rational men into
the likeness of the ape, .and reduced
Creator and creation to a mere combmg-
tion’ of matter and mevement, . This
lamentable degradation of seience in our
days is the natural outcome of its
divorce from positive religion. If any
one looks on this as progress, he may
boast that secular education is the
mother of civilization. - We will not rea-
son with him. )

Science has its God-appointed modera-
trix in revealed religion. Nor does this
subordination in any way derogate from
the dignity of science ; nay, it enhances
the same, inasmuch as is guards it from
error, which alone can degrade it. On
the other hand, who does not see that it
is the most unmitigated despotism
against the human wind and against
science, that their growth and develop-
ment should be ruled by the State, which
has no vocation, not to say capacity for
that task. Instances of this mtellgctaal
thraldom are not wanting in'the history
of modern philosophy. It is a patent
fact that, as long as Hegel was in favor
sn the Cabinet of Berlin, almost exclu-
sively his followers were promoted to
the higher chairs of learning in Prussia,
which circumstance, more than anything
else, has given popularity to his absurd
syestem of philosophy snd pedagogics
among the learnad ; but as soon as the
wind of doctrine began to vecr in Minis~
terial circles, the young Hegels were |
almost systematically deberted from pro-
fessorial eminences, . ife of
Moreover, as competition:is the life o
trade, s0 also of education; 88 S;att;
monopoly is prejudicial tosey branc °f
businsss, 80 it must be to education. O
course the State, having extensive re-
sources at its disposal, can afiord mate-
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