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DION AND THE SIBYLS

By Miles Gerald Keon

A CLASSIC CHRISTIAN NOVEL.

“Are you quite sure,”’ asked Dio-
aysius, *that you are thus determin-
ed ? I should like to shake such a
determination.”

*You’'ll fail,”” replied Afer, smiling.

‘“ Which of your senses, then, has
attested to you that very determina-
tion ? Can you see, taste, smell, hear,
or touch it ? And yet you tell us you
are sure of it. If so, you can believe
in, and be sure of, something which
has never been submitted to the crite-
rion which alone you admit.”

*“ A determination is mot a thing, ”
said Afer hastily, and with a little
confusion.

¥Was Julius Caesar a thing? ”’ per-
sisted Dionysius; ‘‘because if you
believe that Julius Caesar existed,
having heard of him and read of him,
your senses of hearing and seeing do
not attest to you in this case the exis~
tence of Julius Caesar, but simply the
affirmations of others that he has ex-
isted. My hearing attests to me that
Strabo says he has been in Spain;
and this, if there were no other rea-
son, would satisfy me that Spain ex-
ists ; yet it is Strabo whom I hear.
I do not hear Spain.” ‘

Augustas clapped his hands gently,
and laughed. Dominitius Afer, with vi-
sible anger, exclaimed.

“I mean, that I will take nothing
‘but upon proof. Prove that the soul
i8 immortal ; prove that ome supreme
God exists. Every thing which a
reasonable man believes ought to be
demonstrated,”

‘““1 hope,” said Dionysius, ‘““to prove
those two truths to your satisfaction.
But as you say that all we believe
ought to be demonstrated, I will first
offer you a demonstration, that it is
impossible to demonstrate every thing.
To prove any proposition, you require
a second ; and to prove the second,
in ite turn, you require a third ; and
it is upon this third, if you admit it,
that the demonmstration of the first
if you had fifty pro-
any number, in the
proves ‘‘the last of

positions, or
what
them ? ”’

¥¢ Another yet,” said Afer.

‘“But,” said the Greek, *either you
come to a last, or you never come to
a last, If you never come to a last
proposition, you mnever finish your
proof ; you leave it uncompleted; ‘it
remains still no proof at all; you
have not performed what you under-
took. And if you do come to a final
propositjon, which is supported by no
-other, what supports it ?”’

There was a little start of pleasure
in the company at the sudden and
clear closes togwhich the Athenian
was, each and every time, bringing
what seemed likely to have grown into
intricate and long disquisitions.

“My object, Augustus,” pursued
Dion, ‘‘ was to show that we are all

so made that we feel compelled .to
believe much more than we can
prove. Otherwise, our knowledge
would bhe confined within narrow

limits indeed. He who knows no more
than he can demonstrate, knows but
little. May I now ask the distinguished,
orators Montanus and Capito, for
their theories respecting the questions
which interest us so much to-night ?

Quintus Haterius  prevented any
answer to this appeal. * The elo-
quent and learned thinker,” said he—
¥ who will vet, I have no doubt, be
the ornament of the Athenian Are-
opagus—has placed me, and, I think,
many others near me, completely on
his side, in what has hitherto passed.
Young as he is, he has made us feel
the masterful facility with which he
is able to tkrow light upon errors
placed where truth ought to stand,
The operation is highly amusing; we
could pass a long evening in watch-
ing it repeated against any numler of
antagonists. But come, Dionysius,
reverse the process; take your own
ground ; maintain it} raise  there
your system like your castle ; and let
those assail it, if they please, whom
vour aggressive genius on the contra-
ry turns to assails.”’

“ Haterius is right,”’ said Augustus.
%71 could assist at any number of
these collisions ; but they take a form
which presents your mind to us, My
Athenian, as a hunter and conqueror
rather than a founder.”

“But I am no founder,” replied
the youth, earnestly and modestly ;
“and T aspire to nothing of the kind.
gimply this :
After much study I have arrived at

the conviction—first, that there is one
absolutely perfect and eternal Being
who governs the universe; and, next,
that what thinks within each of us
never will die. Since you desire to
hear the reasons which have bmought
me to these conclusions, 1 cannot de-
cline to state one or two of them at
least—though this place, this occa-
sion, and this dazzling company befit
the subject far less, I fear, that if a
few studious friends discussed it, sit-
ting under the starry sky, on some
quiet, unfrequented shore.”

“ Now we shall hear Plato,” said
Tiblerius, with somehing almost like
a sneer,

*Pardon me,” said Dionysius, ‘‘Pla-
to may speak for himself. You have
him to read; why should I repeat
him ? Those who miss Plato's mean-
ing in his own pages would miss it in
my commentary.”

Juka uttered a taunting laugh, as
she glanced at her new husband Ti-
berius, whom she always treated with
scorn.

“ You remember, Augustus,’”” Diony-
sius continued, ‘‘that a few minutes
ago, Antistius Labio, in answering
one ol my questions, stated that a
force which could move itself was
more excellent, as such, than one
which required to be set in motion by
another, as the mind of the architect,
said heasis superior to the stomes from
which he builds a palace. Labio then
very justly added, in reply to another
question, that what was moved only
by the force of something else posses-
sed no proper force of its own, 1its
force being but a continuation of the
firat, an effect of the impact. _He
finally assented, when I showed that
it s {mpossil;le that every thing
without exception which possesges
force should have received it, because
“not having” goes before receiving,
and because this is only another mode
of saying that every thing without
exception was omce devoid of force. If
a particular being has received the
force it possesses, that particular
being must once have been without.it;
and if all beings without exception
who possess force have received it,
they likewise without exception must
all, in the same manner, have first
been without it, a supposed state
during which no force at all existed
anywhere. That any being should ever
acquire force, when there Was ng-
where any force for it to acquire,
would be an unsatisfactory philoso-

hy.”
p"'},’I'here has, perhaps, been,”’” said
Tiberius, “an eternal chain of these
forces tramsmitting themselves on-
ward.”

“1f,” said the Athenian, ‘‘you fad-
mit the existence of any one being
who possesses a force which he. never
received from another, that being 1s
evidently eternal. But to say that a
being has received its force, 1s.to. say
that its force has had a beglflnl{{g_;
and to say that any thing begins, is
to say that once it was not. A chain
of forces all received is, therefore, a
chain of forces all begun—is it not?
Now, if they have all begun, they
have all had something prior to them.
But nothing can be prior to what is
eternal ; such a chain or geries, there-
fore, cannot itself be eternal.”

“No link is eternal,” said Tiberius;
*hut all the links of the chain toge-
ther may surely be so.”

The Athenian looked round with a
smile at Tiberius, and said, *1f all
the forces which exist now, and all
those which ever existed in the ani-
verse, without exception, have heen
received from something else, what
is that sometking else ¥ beyond all
the forces of the universe?” They
would all without exception have bhe-
gun. To say this of them, is merely
to spy that they were all non-existent

oncé: and this without exception. In

other words, the whole chain, even
with all its links taken together, is
short of eternal. If so, it has been
preceded either by blank nothing, or
by some being who has a force Fnot”
tixus received, a force which is his
own inherently and absolutely, as I
maintain. Tell me of
top of which recedes beyond our ken,
that the lowest link depends on the
next to it, and this on the third, I
anderstand  you; but if I ask what
suspends the whole chain, with all its
links taken together, it is“no answer
to say that the links are so numerous
and the chain is so long that it re-

a chain, the-

quires nothing but itself to keep it in
suspension. The longer iv is, the
greater must be the necessity of the
ultimate grasp, and the stronger must
that grasp be; and observe, it must
be truly ultimate, otherwise you have
not solved the difficulty ; nay, the
suspending force must be distinct
from and beyond the chain itself or
you do mnot account for the suspension.
But I will put all this past a cavil.
What 1} said respecting proois to Do-

mitius Afer, I say respecting causes to |
No one denies that
operating in the

Tiberius Caesar.

varlBus forces are
universe. Now, of two things, one:
Either there is a first force, acting

and moving by its own freedom, which, i
other forces, !

being antecedent to all

not only must be independent of them
all, but can alone

verse no force which has not some
other antecedent to it.
position is easily shown to be an ab-
surdity y *for to say that every force
has a force antecedent
same as to say that all forces have
another force antecedent to them ; in

other words, that, over and above all |

have produced
them all; or else there is in the uni-|

This last pro-:
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Each 22 x 28 inches, in 11_delicate tints,
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other thing of that class.”” Can there
be more than the whole ? Can there he
another thing of a certain kind? Be-
sides every force, is there yet another
force ? li any one is here who would
say 80, I wait to hear him.”

No one said a word.

*“ Then remark the conclusion,” pur-
sued Dionysius. *“It is a self-contradic-
tion to contend that there can be one
thing more of a class than all things
of that class; therefore there is not,
and cannot be, a force antecedent to
every force in the universe; therefore
there is, and must be, in the universe,
a force which is the first force, a force
which has not and could not
have any other antecedent to it. Now
this force, heing the first, could be
controlled by no other ; by its action
every other must have heen produced,
and under its control every other must
Le.”

¥ Do not you contradict yourseli? ”’
inguired Afer ; *‘you show there can-
not be a force antecedent to all forces,
and still you conclude that there is.”

‘““ There cannot,” said Dionysius, “be
a force antecedent to all forces, be-
cause this would be one
class beyond all of a class. But there
may be the first of the class, before
which no other was; and this is what
I have demonstrated to exist. That
first force is antecedent, not fo “all”,
but to all “others” ; there you stop;
there is none antecedent to “Him’’. As
he is the first force, all things must
have come from him. He made and
built this universe; it is his imperial
palace. You have asked me’ to prove
that one eternal and omuipotent God
lives. I have now given you an ar-
gument which I am by no means
afraid, in this, or any other assembly,
to call a demonsération. And it is but
one out of a great many.”

A low murmur of spontaneous
plaudits and frank assent ran round
that luxurious, Lut highly cultivated,
appreciative, and brillant company ;
and ome voice a little too loud was
heard exclaiming.

To be continued.

i

It’'s When You Have Toothache

That the power.of Nerviline quickl%'
makes itself felt. Any aching tooth
can be relieved by Nerviline in a fpw
moments by filling the cavity with
batting soaked in Nerviling, A good
plan is to rub the gums with Nerviline
also. There isn’t a single remedy that
has one fourth the pain-relieving power
of Nerviline, which acts like magie.
Nerviline kills the pain outright and
prevents it from returning. You can’t
beat Nervilir» for toothache or neur-
algia. It’s the best pain curve made
Price 25¢.

FARMERS® SONS
tion, to work in an office, §60 a month
with advancement ; steady employment |
must be honest and reliable. Branch
offices of the Association are heing estab-
lished in each Province. Apply at once

more of a:

WANTED with
knowledge of farm stock and fair educa-,

AND

A Large Colored Map of the Dominion of Canada
(22 x 28 inches), ‘'with Special Maps for
" Each Province and for the United States.

The two pictures to be given are typical bits of child life. The
prevailing note in each is—as it should be—bubbling enjoyment of the
moment, with just a touch of one of the evanescent shadows of child-
hood to throw the gay'colors into relief. They will please and charm
upon any wall where they may hang, bringing to one an inner amile
of the soul even on the darkest day. For what can shed more happi-
ness abroad than the happiness of children ?

One of the pictures is called

‘““Heart Broken”

We will not let the reader into the secret of what has happened,
but one of the merry little companions of the woeful little matd whe
has broken her heart is laughing already, and the other hardly knows
what has happened. Cut flowers nod ceassuringly at them, and a
bright bit of verdure covered wall stands in the background.. There'is
something piquantly Watteauesque about one of the petite figures,
suggesting just a touch of French influence on the artist.

The other picture presents another of the tremendous perplexities
of childhood. It is called

| ““Hard to @Choose"”

As in the other picture, we will not give away the point made by
the actists before ‘the recipients analyze it for themselves. Again
there are three happy gicls in the picture, caught in a moment of
pause in the midst of limitless hours of play. One of the little maids
still holds in her arms the toy horse with which she has been play-
ing. Flowers and butterflies color the background of this, and an
arbour and a quaint old table replace the wall,

The two pictures together will people any room with six happy
little girls, so glad to be alive, so care-free, so content through the
sunny hours amidst their flowers and butterflies, that they must
brighten the house like the throwing open of shutters on a sunny
morning.

Quick Reference Map of
The Dominion

+

of Canada

} SPECIALLY PREPARED
. The map of the Dominion of Canada will fill a long felt want. It
(has been prepared specially for the Family Herald and Weekly Star,
.and is right up-to-date. It is printed on a sheet 22 x 28 inches, each
‘pro'vinée in a different color; it shows the adjacent portions of the
- United States, the exact location of the towns, villages, etc., all rail-
,road coutes, including the new G. T. Pacific. It gives the population
raccording to the very latest cemsus, of all small and large places im
‘Canada. With the Dominion maps will be enlarged provincial maps,
‘that appeal to subscribers in each province, as follows:

For Subscribers in Man., NW.T. & B.C

With the Dominion Map will be found an enlarged map

~of Canada’s Great West beyond the Lakes, right up-to-date

~complete information regarding location and situation of all
~towns and villages in the Western Provinces.

giving full particulars, THE VETERIN-'

ARY SCIENCE AssociaTioN, London, Can.

WANTED.—A Lady or Gentleman in
every town to represent the Northwest
Review, To send in local items
weekly, canvas subscriptions and repre-
sent the paper in their locality. Liberal
commission, Apply to Northwest
Review, P.O. Box 617.

YOUNG MEN, BECOME INDEPEN-
DENT.—Our School can give you a Vet-
erinary Course in simple English lang-
uage, at home during five monthsof your
spare time, and place you in a position to
secure a business of from §1,200 upwards
yearly. Diploma granted and'good posi-
tions obtained for successful students.
Cost within reach of all. Satisfaction

guaranteed. Write for full particulars
at once. THE ONTARIO VETERINARY

CORRESPONDENCE ScCHooL,
Ontario, Canada.

’*°‘“‘°“'¢} P.0. BOX 617

The Family Herald and Weekly Star is too well known
‘to need description. It is the greatest Family and Agri-
~cultural paper in Canada.  Its regular subscripti- n price is
$1.00 per year, and you can’t get it anywhere else for less
~except from us, and we will give it to you for

- ONLY 25 CENTS

fAn}; one of the premiums are worth more than that alone

{Address your orders to—
The Business Manager
Northwest Review
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