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*ASPECTS 0.F AUTIIORSIIIP.
ONE morning about a fortniglit sinca I came up ta Toronto

fronu my rural home in the county of Leeds ta makre arrangements
for the publication of my first-and lest-novai. I expected
t'The Revengaful Ranger of the Remorseless Reef" ta create a
sensation iii the republic of letters, and after careful delitieration
I was fully rasolved ta keep the copyright in my own hands, and
not ta disposa of it upon aay terms whatavar. How eagerly. I
loolcad forward ta the time when it would ba givani ta tIsa world,
with my nanue on the title-paga, accompanied by i hae usuel notice
rasurving the right of translation. Howv I deplored Che injustice
ta Canadian authors of the absence of an international copyright
Iaw with tha United States. 0f course my book would ha ru-
printed in New York, and 1 wonld raap no direct benéfit fron tha
tremandous sale it would cartainly have in America. Howavar,
there wes the consolation that the reprinting of it there would pava
the way for thse sala of advance sheats of my next romance; and
I would meenwhile, hava an extensive circle, of readars.

Heving had no experimantal knowledga of publishars and their
ways, 1 had resolved to caîl upon my oId friand and collage chuni,
Paut Y. SyllabulI, whosu naine, during Che lest Chrea or four yaars,[ have f requently sean mantioned in Canadien periodicals in no un-
coi etr teres Ha f-'r somnstiîna bean a contributor ta
thele aiy newspaper press of Toronto, and some of bis'more ulaborata
articles hava found accaptance in leadiag Englîsh and American
magazines. -I had deturmined ta submît nîy MS. te him, and ta
solicit his advice as ta whetber it would be more judicions te
bring it ont, in ilustrated unonthly parts, or ta adopt the mores
common rnathod of putting it forth ail et once in a crown Svo.
volume.

Paul and I had not met sinca the deys of our boyhood. Our paths
in lifa since laaving Victoria Collage, Cobourg, had buani wvidely dif-
furenit. He had no soonier talcen bis dagrua than ha nmade bis way up
ta town, articled. hinisaîf to a firn of solicitors, anîd proceeded ta rend
for Che bar; wvhich unconganial1 pursuit hae shortly afterwards aban-
doned tatread Che, flowarypaths of literature. (N.B. -I particularly
affect expressions svhich ara aot backneyed.) I neyer took a de,
gree et aIl. In fact, Chu taking of degruas is nlot my strong
point. I wes always fond of reding, but the books wvhich have
found most faveusr inin y ayes are noC of a kind calculated ta
train the imind forCthe passin g of collage examinations; and 1 arn
sorry ta say Chat my tutors, one andi ail, pronouaced me an in-
corrigible dunce. In doing so, I think they made a mistake; but
they wiere always backward in acknowledgin- ganins, unless Chu
genius happaned ta bue of Chu înost orthodox. kinid; which"mina
was not. 1 hold tbat a youth mey ha a Crille loosa in his Greek
vurb, and still not bue such an uCter doit, after ail. But my Cutors,
not satisfied wvith meraly pronouncing tna a dunca, expressad a
unanimous opinion ta Chu affect that 1 did not possess sufficiant
application ta enable me ta leara any respectable trada. It was
doubtlaus in consequenca of this expression of opinion on Chair
part Chat I was erticled by my father ta Chat emnently respect-
able finm of solicitors, Messrs. Tarr & PliaChers, who are known
far~ and wida for Chu sharpest practitionars in our county. But
I was literelly

-'A yuth foedeem'd bis father's hapas Ca crai,
Who pan'd e stanze Nwhu ho should ainras;"

anid did-aoC Cake kindly ta the legal profession. I regret tastate
Chat after I lied spent e few nmonthe in their office, Messrs. T. & P.
lied Chu bad Caste ta echo Chu opinion eruwhula exprassed by
my collage tutors, and ta return me upon rny fathars bandu like e
bale of unsalable goods. They said thera was noa use Crying ta
Cuach the bard, dry science of law ta a youth who could not be
inducad ta give bis mind te it, and whosa head was full of poatry,
and romances, and such lika rubbish.

It began ta ha currently reported about Chu neighbourhood Chat
niy fathur's only son was a noodie. YOu know whet Macaulay
Baya: "«No reports ara more readily believed Chais thosa wvhich dis-
parage genins, and sootha Chu anvy of conscious mediocrity."
Whan the Messrs. Rectangle (engineers) decliaad ta ruceive me
.as a pupil, my father cama to Chu conclusion Chat the onîy. course
open for ia ta ýadopt was ta go behind bis counter, and retail

sugar, coffle, treacle, and what not. 1I "accepted the situation,"
which returned the compliment by accepting me.

But although I so far deferred to my honoured father's judg
]ment as to accede to bis wishes in this r-espect, 1 had an inward
consciousness of Che possession of a seul aboya groceries, and
occupied my spare tinie in the compilation of an intensely exci-
ting story of hair-breadth'scapes and moving accidents on the
Spanish Main. To eut this part of my account short, I brougbit
my assiduous labours to a close a- fortnight sinca, and came up to
town, as already recorded, ta publish. 1 had neyer corresponded
with Paul, and was unacquaiuted with bis addreýs; but dunce as
I ami, it occurred to me to consuit the directory, where 1 founid
what I 'wvanted : IlSyllabuli, Paul Y., United Empire Buildings,
Adelaida St. East." 1 lest no Cime in presenting myseif et
that addrass, whare I found my old f riend. Ris chambers con-
sisted of two scantily furnished apartments on the third floor.
H1e was busily angaged in scratching off an elaborate article for
the Tatstological Retiew, in whicli Dr. CoCus Oanby's treatise "«On
the Armour of the Ancient GreekE"' was handled pretty roughly,
and was shown to bu in many respects inaccurate.
- There is no nued to multiply details about my novaI, because

that is not what I took pan in hand to anlightan the readers of
ARcruRus about. Suffice it to say Chat after my friand had par-
used a faw pages of it hae convinced me of the utter impracticability
of gatting it published.. Ha was vary frank, and essured me that
not aven Messrs. Verniun & Scrubbs wouid undartake ta bring
out such a farrago of Crash. Ha added Chat aven if it suera
ushoed into the world undar tha mosC favourabla auspices imag-
inable, Chara would be no possibility of inducing anyona outsida
of a ]unatic asylum ta accapt a copy of it as a gift.

I hava been living wvith Paul evar sînca. 1 hava just about
made up my mind noC to ratura ta the home of my boyhooid.
I ami net appraciated there, and my fathar's customers have bean
gradually filling off ever since I stationed mysaîf bahind his
counter. I. hava madèleal mannar of mistakes, and thesa mistakas
have ail bean on the wrong sida for »he customners. During the
lest waak 1 hava advurtised in the daily papars for aIl sorts of
situations, but hiave not yet received any suitable responsus. Paul
has let me into a faw secrets about authorsbip, which I think May
possibly ba turned te accourit, znd having nothing better on hend
to-day ta occupy mysaif with, I hava sat down te write Chis papar.

I must pramîsa Chat when Paul afld I ware at Colleg a togathar
hae was by no means conspicuons for cleyerness or urudition. Ha
ivas not particularly fond of reading, and knew less of books Chan
I did, except sucb) booksans wvare included in the curriculum ; and.
1 have oftan since wondered whura on aarth hae had contr-ived ta
pick up, in so short a tume, tha marvellous amount oif inultifarious
laarnîng displayed by the articles bearing his naine in the varions
pariodicals ta which hae contributes. I shaîl neyer *wondar about
it any more, because hae bas told me.

Last avnn I cama in froin a stroîl up Jarvis Street, and
found him ehalrd at work et an article on the mysterious Michigan
murdur whiclî taok place on Cliristmas Eve. With bis permission
I ran my aya ovar t ha sheats of bis MS., and was lîugely
astonishéed.at his faxiiarity wvith. tIha secret devices of detactives.
Ha suggested what seemeci ta me a, startling and orijinal plan for
the discovary of the crituinal. lie criticisud the conduct of the
Detroit police-force with the utmost- sang froi, and it was quite
avidant that had the matter bean placed in Ais hands the culprit
woîîld hava been arrested, triad, condamnad, hangad-and for ail
I know drawn and quartarad-before this time.

I say Paul," 1 reinarked, IlI wotild like ta know how a smaîl
head liku yours contnives to carry such an anormous amount of
knowledge. Ail subjects are household words ta yen. Ia lest
month's Teclbnologi8t you had an exhaustive article on the Coal
Supply. This m.ontli you have sent in ona on the feasibility of
amploying petroleuni for smalting purposes. A day or two since,
you contributed ta the pages of the oecumenical a scholarly paper
on tha Constitution of thu United States. Only lest night you
ravîewed Professor Fogey's Manners and (Justains of the Middle
Ages;"» and ta.night you seam ta be aqually at home on IlMurdar,
considered as ona of the Fine Arts." Whaera have you inanaged ta
pick np snch a funil of miscellaneons wisdom »


