THE ONTARIQ WORKMAN.

SHORT SDR‘M()I\'

——

NO. XIX,

BY A LAY PREACHER.

Thou J\oul«loat not have entered into the gato of my

. peoplo In tho duys of tholr calamity.—~Obadiab, 13!.1’.

‘verse.

My Friexns,—It is writton of Obadiah, that
ho was a man who * foared tho Lord greatly,”
and though the prophecy from which my toxt
i8 taken is the shortest book'in the Old Tes-

tament, it is terrible in tho atrength and |

vividness with which it denounces theso who
wrong their brethren, and grand in the bright-
ness of its promises to tho poor and op-
peeesed.

Itis not necessary that I should recito to
you the long story of the adversitics of the
Taraelites ; save that when they wero coming
oub of Ligypt, seeking relief from tho task-

- masters who made their life grievous to them,

.from which I have quoted,

the Edomites rofused to give the privilege of
rondway through their land,  All the fravail

. gone through by tho children of the Patriarch,

all their ‘ambitions and hopes, counted for
nothing to the children of tho man who 2old
his birthright for a mcss of pottage—for Esau
had settled Edom. They were doing well—
why should they care for others? But in the
days of David, when nations stronger than

2dom were possessing themselves of its riches,
that valiant Shepherd King, not only deliver-
ed Jerusalem and the territory of Judea from
Philistine tyranny, but drove the invaders
from the laud of his neighbor the Edomite,
and put garrisor= in Edom to preserve the
peace he had won for them.  Then after a fow
decades, envious neighbors combined against
J erusalem, and laid it under tribute. JEdom
&id not now remember ber helper of former

. times, but avoided the hurden of the tributo

by leaving her alliance, and *in the day that
strangers carried away captive his forces, and
cast lots upon Jerusalem, was oven as one of
them.”
My friengs, I sce behmes in various journals
call for help in different branches of labor,
offering inducement, howover, only to

NON-UNION MEN.
And I meet men who do not hesitate a mo-
meat, when their brethren are seeking 46 re-

. sist invasion of their right or lotrenchment of

their means, to not only enter the gato but
ay bands en their substance, {verse 13},

I do not present these thoughts for the
purpose of intcresting for the moment only ;
bubt to ask my readers to help me, wherever
thoy can, to enforee the illea on the minds of
workingmen that there is a moral wrony as
well as an infringement on social cconomy, in
taking unduec advantage of any adversity that
may befall a brother, and nono greater than
that of aupp]tmhu" him when seeking to pre-
serve to his tamily the necessaries of life,
menns of comfors.

My iriends, let me ask you to read the book
1t is full of plain
truths ; and there is great comfort in the as-
surance that though the poor do suffer for a
while ot the hands of those who should deal
friendly with them, yet *‘ the house of Jacob
sholl posseas their possessions.”

A IR SRS M TR FT IR T TS

Corvespondense,

ST. CATHARINES,

(From our own Correspordent. )

MISS DE MONTFORD,

This distinguished lady mesinerist ap-
peared for four nights before the Saints,
during the past week, and on each occasion
with marked success. Op every occasion
except ono the Town Hall was crowded to
the door, many of the principal families in
town being present, To give even an out-
line of the wonderful power of this lady
would, indeed, be a very dificult matter.
On Saturday evening the risibility of the
vast andience was porfectly uncontrolable,

* partieularly when she made two young men

believe that one was Siv John A. Mac-
donald and the other Mr. A. McKenzie,

.and again when she made one of the same

gentlemen believe he was Blondin, walking
the tight rope. Some wonld make us be-
lieve that with regard to mesmerism, the
lady is a sciolist, or one having a snperficial
knowledge of the scienco she professes to
demonstrate. On the contrary, wo firmly
believe that the lndy hos o profound know-
ledge of that mtorostmg science called
mesmerism, and further, from the way
which she examines the organs of the head
we are strongly of opinion that she is an
ardent followor of Gall and Spurghoim, the
founders of phrenology ; indeed, we would
strongly advise this lady, on her reappear-
ing before the Saints, to vary her enter-

- tainmient, by devoting part of the eveniig

1o phrenology. We have no doubt, on her
coming back to St..Catharines, she will
moet with a.warm reception. . In conclu-

- sion, wo would _cordially advise all who

hinve an opportunity to go and seo her.
' . UNION SUPPER.

The offlcers of most of the Unions in
town met on .Friday evening, in the Bar-
wick House, to a.rmuge preliminaries - for
the above supper. The best foeling pre-
vailed during the sitting. The committee
arranged that the snpper should teko placc

*{ in the Barwick House (Mr. Howard's) on

Tick-
A good timo is

Tuesday évening, 24th of February.
ets are placed at 75 cents,
anticipated. .
THE DUNKIN DILL, AND THE REDUCTION OF
PUDLIU JIOUSES,

| . " Petitions for tho enforcement, or rathor
the adoption, of the Dunkin Bill are being
signed by large numbers of tho Saints;
also, one for the roduction of the number
of licensed houses, As both aro good ob-
jetts, we wish them all success.

TRADE,

Trado is oxcoedingly dull at the prosent
timo, and, ns & necessary consequence,
many funilies are suffering intensely. Wo
trust that matters will soon take a favora-
blo tuin, '

St. Catharines, Feb, 16th, 1874.

ONTARIO EDUCATION.

(To the Editor of the Ontario Workman.)
Tho issue of the Chiof Superintendent's
Annual Report, is suggestive of certain re.
flections which it behoves those jutarcsted in
the subject to take to heart: The document
bears as usual the impress of the Royal in.
signa, mutilated, but that circumstance affords
only » feeble foroshadowing of the nature of it
contents, )
Onoe is confronted, on the opening page,
with exhibitions of the vernacular tongue, suf-
ficiently startling to sty one whose experience
i not limited to one hemisphere; ‘* expendi-
tures,” ‘‘agea” (of pupils) to wit. The * es-
sential minimum ” (of a good English educa-
tion), whatever the phrase may mean, is somo-
what suggestive of the character of the tuition
young Ontario is likely to receive under the
auspices of Aim (one is obliged to s2y) not of
them, in whose name tho report is issued.
One cannot proceed far with the perusal of a
report of the character of the present, with-
out enquiring as.to the autiquity of the legis-
lation on which the preseut educational au-
thority reposes. “‘ ‘Lhree and twenty years”
is the answer to .such an enquiry, and the
soarch discloses the amusing, (one would hope
not ominous) fact that the law stanids in jux-
taposition with an Ac¢t for the destruction of
wol»es. Nearly a quarter of a century has
elapsed, then, since * Her Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Legislaiive
Council and Ascembly of Canada, enacted”

Public Instruction for Ontario, to consist of
not more than nixc persons (of whom the Chief
Superintendent of £ducation was to be one)
to hold office respectively during pleasure, and
that such council should, in the exercise of
its duties, be subject to all lawful. orders,
issued by tho Governor from time to time.
Such is tho foundation on which the present
authority rests, but inasmuch as the Province
may be said to have attained its majority two
years ago, it romains for the present gea ra.
tion to determine how far a system originated
when they were in their cradles, is, or is not
commensurate with the requirements of to-day.
There are cortain principles and postulates,
relating to the persons on whom the duties of

which all intelligent men will agree.

1. That men of the highest order of intellect
and attainment, coupled with unimpeachablo
integrity, should be sclected.

2. That the representatives of the people
ghould divide with the Governor, the respon-
sibility of nominating members of a Council of
Public Instruction.

3. ‘That at least half of such Council shall
consist of men unconnecoted professionally with
any religious community.

4.Phat dircet reimuncration be paid to the
several mombers of the Council, and that no
other pecuniary benefit shall acerne to them
from their connexion therewith. Yorfeiture
of oftice should be involved by any proved
breach of the lattér principle,

With regard to the veport in question, it
is, unhappily, impossible to treat of it separ-
ately, inasmuch as minutes of the Council of
Public Instruction exist which disclose the
fact that certain of its members, past and
present, have violated the-spirit of the law,
by scizing the opportunity presented to them
to turn a penny by book-making, ote. The
writer has also seen & lotter from the Provin-
cial Secretary, inquiring of the Council, in
the.name of the Government, *‘if these
things bo 50.” He has further scen a denial
on the part of tho Chief Superintendent of
the facts disclosed in his minutes, and a copy
of an Order in Conneil, in which the Govern-
ment of the day expressed their surprise at
the aforenamed denial, and advised His Ex-
cellency to dircct that mo member of the
Council of Public Instruction be pecuniarily
intercsted in the preparation of any text-book
authorized by the Council, or be appointed to
any paid employmont in its g|ft I observe
that “ Religio, scientia, liber tas” is the motto

b-

Instruction,” as that which is supposed to
for resltadow tho sontiments of the Council. It
is my convietion ti#ht the principles of the
body would be mare suitably” replcsented by
the w ords, ‘‘ By this cr'v.ft we have our gain.”

I shall, therofore, treat ‘tho roport thh a3
much respect. as I should that of any other
individual wudos xmpeachment for high crimes
and misdemeanors. *‘Our’ prosent system
sketched in 1846.”—Does that mean that the
distinguished seor, ¢ Chief bupormteudent
. D., L.L.D.,” forecast ** our présent syatem

that the Governor might appoint a Council of |,

Educational Superintendents may devolvo, io |

sdccted by the so- -called * Council of Public]

view"” in that remoto era? .

In immediate connection with this lucid
‘“sketch,” we ave informed that it is the
** Chief’s” opinion that ‘“we can remain no
longer in a stato of educational probation.”
One hails this announcement as tho first ex-
hibition of wmodesty, on the part of the
“Chiel,” one has yet met with, ¢ Proba-
tion” necessarily implies an appeal to some
tribunal, nud, as wo infer from this, that the
¢ Chief” deigns to submit Lis achicvemonts te
the arbitrament of publie opinion, wo think
it possibls he may, ere long, listen to acconts
of dis-ap-probation. ‘Lhe subject-matter of
the ‘‘sketeh” consists of a combination of,
Lad English and bounce, of too n'xcdlfym"n
character to merit further comment,

Pending the aid of an iuterpreter, I am
at a loss to understand “the proportion of
eriminals to the jlliterats population, in regard
to education.” Under the foregoing head, I
find tie following figures :—

“ILLITERATE CRIMINALS, |

In New York and Penaylvania t t 23p.c.
In Central West y [) o 4&: p“‘:
In West Pacilic 3 " 31 ¢
In tho South, 22 ¢« G0

1t appears, therefore, that in the M)ddlo
States, the proportiou of illiterate criminals in
eight-fold the proportion of illiterate people.”

According to this nnique statement, I gather
that among other social phenomena of the
great Kepublic, they have eight times the
number of illierate criminals to that of
illiterate persous, a state of ecciety which
would appear to involvo an indefinite enlarge:
ment ofs Sing Sing. I looked, with some un-
easiness for a copy of a *circular to Ameri-
can “Superintendents and others,” which I
found had Leen despatched from this enlight-
cned department.
Tho I iter and its accompaniments aro the
offspring of an aryumentumad-hominem ; they
are i disgrace to the department, and by con-
sequence, to the country. Their moral, or
rather immoral, aspect is the most reproben-
sible. Jobbery of & dcbased type had sub-
stituted devotion to the exalted vocation of a
teacher, (assuming the ladter disposition to
have ever ecxisted) the same became bruited
abroad—protests were uttered, and instead of
meeting them wmanfully, the serpent blended
with the dove, and the wily (but shallow)
maneeuvre of issuing the above-named circular
was adopted.

(To be Continued.)
e Besow.

HISTORICAY, QUESTION No 1.

Wanted, the name of the Island where Na-
poleon (the great) was born, and the name of
its Capital, .
D.W.T.

TRANSPOSITION No, 1

STATES AND CITIES IN TITE STATEX,

. Sam Sets hut Sac,
1ad we are. ’
Cum Sub lo.

at So me Nin.

ill med give ell.

. Tue go on Tab.

¢ pwio

D.W.T
el e
GEOGRAPHICAY, CHARADE,

A State in America.
A City in England.
A Country in Europe.
A County in Ireland.
A British Dependeney in Euorope.
A Mountaiu in Lurope.
My initials rend downward, will glve the
namno of & celebrifed German Poet.
D. W, T

CURRENT EVENTS.

Theo official census of the popnlation of Japan
for 1872 just published, fixes the cntire popu-
Iation at 33,110,625, The males and femalep
are about equal in sumbers.

A despateh received at London, Eng,, statcs
that the British troops captured Coomaseie,
the Ashanteo capifal, on the 29th of January.
No details have been received.

Tho Trades Unions of New York m‘o pre-
p-u-mq to take action agmnst the Polico Com-
missioners for interference in clubbing the re-
cent mass mecting at ‘Tompkina Square,

The Worshipiul Company of Plasterers,’
T.ondon, offer prizes to be competed for by
students in metropolitan and provincial schools
of art in connection with tho bclenco ond Art
Department. N

‘No country upon the face of the habitablo
globo, having a railroad system in operation,
is so carefully guarded against tho possibility
of collisions as the republic of Costa Rica. It
‘rejoices in a single locomotive.

It is roported that tbe Dband l)etween the
bodies of Chang and Eng was operated upon
on Saturday, angl that a report will be made
to the Collego of Surgeons shortly. Tvery-
thing is condacted with .the greatest secrecy. .

* The- report of the:annual wmeeting of the
Hamilton Fire Brigade: shows . the actual
number of fices during- 1578 to have been 13,
tho totel loss resulting therefrom being $1,147,-
500, heing, uearly elbhbeen tunes gre.m.r than
in 1872, "~ . .

" The Spanish Bngadler Vnsconec, at the head
of & columu 6f 1,200 men, is' reported to have

from what ho aty‘cs his  **stand- pomt of

— e et

b

River Canto, by & force”of Cnbymewpyg,
Vinconta Gareia, loumg 600 wen, and hmmg
killed. *

As thoy were going to bed I'nday mqht

pointed a pistol at his cousin Jesse Wicks, in
Joucs streot, N.Y., rerarkiug, *¢this is the
way wo would treat robbers,” ehen the pistol
cxploded, aid Wicks fell dead with a bullet
through his braia.

His Hooor the Licutenant-Governor has
been pleased to authorizo the issue of Letters
Patcat, inzoporating :—Tho’ St. Catbarines
Stove Company limited, with power to carry
on business at the Town of St. Catharines, in
the County of Lincoln, and with ‘tho nominal
capital of $30,000.

A ncighbor going to the house of David
Thomapson, Chicago, to see Mrs. Thompson,
who was recently confined, found the doors
wera fastened, and suspecting somothing was
wrong sccured help and forced an emtrance
into’ the house, where they fodnd Mrs.
Thompeon lying imsénsible, two of the four
children dead, and' the other two in an ap-

pareutly dying condlition, The cause of their
illnees and death has not been ascertained,

though it is supposcd they were in sorme way
poisoned by foul gas,

The formal opening of the Hudon Cotton
Factory took place on Saturday on ‘tho pre-
miscs at Hochelega. The building is a fine
brick five story one, and measures 210 feet by
80 feet, and the engine-room and boiler-liouse
adjoining, the former being 75 feet by 42, and
the Iatter 40 feet square. On the arrival of
the visitors the whole machinery of the factory
was in operation, inclading 210 looms, all ar-
ranged on the second floor of the factory. It
is expeeped that in a few weoks thore will be
about 250 employces at work. The present
cmployees are mostly French Cunadians, who
have been trained in American factories,

It has lately been felt in St. Catharinesthat
there has not been snffieient interest taken in
the welfare of the volunteers in that neighbor-
hood, and it has been thought that the organ.
ization of a new company would not only boa
welcome addition to the force in itself; but
would have a beneficial influence on the exist-
ing compaunics. Mr. Willard C. Copeland, the
energetic Adjutant of the 19th Battalion, has
accordingly undertaken the task of organizing
a new company, and we hope he will be suc-
cessful. There are says the Newe, ‘‘many
young-men in town who can well afford to
spend a few hours in acquiring a knowledge of
of military drill, and we hope they will earoll
themselves in the new company.”

York as revealed in the daily cases of destitu-
tion which have come to light, is daily exeit-
ing sympathy among the charitable people,
and every effort is being made to alleviate
their sufferings, The number of families in
aflucat circumstances before the panic, but
who have been reduced to poverty since, is
very large. The suffering, however, is great-
est among the laboring classes, Cases have
been discovered where whole families have
been starving for,weeks on one meal per day,
and other cases where no food has been tasted
for three or four days, and were jnst discover-
ed in time to save lifc by administering relief.

The various chavities of the city are making
large disbursements for their relief. *The labor
situation has undergone a slight improvement
Intely, Until the spring trade fairly opens the
present condition of the working classes will
continue. .

The importanse of a comma is shown in a
discovery recently made at Washington.

Among the additions to the free list in the
tariff bill enacted about two years ago was the
following :—“Fruit plants, tropical and semi-
tropical, for the purpose of cultivation.” The
clerk who cngrossed the bill inserted: o comma
after the word fruit, making it read ¢Fruit,
plaats,” ete., thus changing materially the
sense of the bill. The committee ditl not ob-
serve the change, and the bill with the elerk’s

awendment became law. Thoe Treasury
Dopartment, however, administered it accord-
ing to the original intention of ita framer, until
some shrewd importer of fruits planted himself
firmly npon the comma fnd refused to pay
dutics npon his imports, except under protest.

Insisting npon his construction of the law, he
at last obtained the return of the dnties, and
ever since fruits have been admitted frec.
That comma is said to have cost the Govern-
ment §2,000,000. A bill has been reported to
remove the comma, however, and the law will
soon be in operation according to the intention

of its authors,

ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

At the performances of the Academy,
Mr. Z. R. Triganne, the manager, is deter-

1 mined that there shall be nothing vuigar,

old, or tedious, but everything select and
in good tasto.” The old favorite, Mr. John
H. Clarke, met with a genial rcception on
his re-appearance, as did also the Richmond
Sistors—those charming ¢ Little Fxauds. ?
Rob. V. Ferguson has boen retained for

the audiences with laughter, The favonto

stock company cach retains their populu.nty
A pleasant evening's ontertainment can al-
ways be dependod upon at the Academy of
Music.

3. SAUN DLRS PRACTICAL TAIL-
w . OR and CUTTER, Qucen City Clothing Storo

been nttacked wlnlo recontly croasmg the

33" Qu o0a Stroot Weet. oppo»lto W.M, Church.

Jesso Clark, aged  fourteon years, playfully Torouko, L".‘ﬁ!}_w‘

“The real condition of the poor classes of New |

the prasont week and nightly convulses |’

% 1 HEREBY GIVEN, that'the Contedera-

by

tion Life Association w.t0 npply to thc Pa-damont
at lwinsxe scuion, £ r an Act to amend the -
o filg the Ausoctation, by changing tho
Sl “‘Mhlg the Anmnl Mooting and_other amend-
P, HOW| D, President.
T, . 23-a

RA-,RLEVE 'BA BID .

22 Shuter Street, Corner ot ‘htw\a
© TOROKTO. "

0S-te

ONTARIO DYE WORKS

Clothes Cleaning Establishment,
363 AND 3035 YONCE ST., TORONTO,
(Cotween Gould and Gerzard Sts,

THOMAS SQUIRE Propr/ez‘:or.

-FIRST-CLASS TA\LOI ] L\lPLOYE.I)

30-oh

GENTS' OVER-SHOES!
New Patent Clasp, the Rest and Cheapest
over offored in the City,

ONLY $1 20

WM. WEST & CO
200 longe Street.
ALSO

A large stock of Falt and Winter Boots, Bhoea, Rut~
Ler and House Shoes,

o

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLDI

S51-oh

EATON'S
CHEAP
DRESSES

One of onr Cheap Drosses would be an accepta
Christmas Preseut.  One of our COSTUMES \\ould
an 1cccpmblc Christmes Present.

COME AND SEE THEM.

Corner Yonge and Queen Streets.

GENTS' AND CHILDRENS
FURS SELLING OFF!

CcCOST
AT COST
NEAR cosT

Also, a large assortmont of Fm\cy Slel‘;h Robes, lincd
and nnlined Buffalo Robes ‘.

Remember t_!m Addrc«,

COLEMAN & ©0.,
KING STREET EAST,

OPPOSITE TORONTD STRRET,

LADIES’

BELOW

Do
i aRe

e

40-oh

JAOR SALE,

First-class Timothy Hay, wholcsale ; sample can be
sgen on our wharf.  Aiso, 2 Portable 8-horso power
Eugine aud Boiler, on wi heels and in goud order, cheany
MUTTON, HUTCRINSON & CO.,

Cor, Sherboammo and Queen Sts?

HE UNION

BOOT & SHOE STORE

170 King Street East,
CORNER OF GEORGE STREET.

The undersigned respectfully inforras his friends that
he has opcucd

The Union Boat and Shoe Store,

With a Largo and Varied Stock of the

NEWEST STYLES;,

Dest material and has fixed tho prices at LOWEST
LIVING PROFIT.

Gentlemen's Boots made to order. An cxperienced
manager m atiendsnce. No penitentfary work. All
home manufacture~—tho work of gobd Union men.

E. P. ,B.ODEN
82-to .

N ORDER TO SU[’PLY OUR 'MANY
| Customors in the Eastern part of the city with tho

BEST AND CHEAPEST FUEL,

We have purchiased from Messrs. Heltiwall & Sinclair
tho business lately earricd on by them on tho -corner of
QUEEN and BIIGHT STREETS, where we shall en-
deavor to mnintain thu reputation of the

VICTORIA WOOD YARD

As the Boat and Chﬂl pest Coat and Wood Dcpot in the
City. Cut Pine and Hudwood always on: hand,  All -
kinds Bard and Soft Coal, dry and under eover, from

snow and ice.
J. & A. MCTHTYRE, .
Corner Queon and Bright Stréets, and
78hr 25and 25 Victorln Street.

OYSTERS U OYSTERS

A RAI‘FIG-NON ‘
107 XKING STREET WEST,
Is now propt\rcd to supply” -

Foster's Celebrated Néw York ' Oysters
" JBY THE QUART OR GALLON. .~

An elegant Oyster Parlor has beon’ ﬂtwd to
puﬁhe most fastidious tmpe, \\hero Ovaw wu"

aorved up in every stylo
Rememb  tho Address, L
No. 107:KING STREET. WEST
Near the Roysl I.yeomn

No.




