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LORD LYONS.

Oua Monday, August 24th,
1863, His Excellency, Lotd
Lyons, Ambassador of Her
Majesty, Queen Victoria, to
the United States, paid o
visit to Hamilton. He came
" ‘quietly and so departed.—
People find it difficult where
to discover the line that di-
vides the private gentleman
from the public functionary,
and so could not pay him the
respect that otherwise might
have diguified his arrival.—
We should not choose the
ouerous office of . saying
where the one atiribute be-
gins and the other ends, yet
cannot lelp writing an ex-
pression of disappoiniment.
The peojla of Canada were
desirous of seeing the repre-
sentative of the Queen. They
were disappointed. In the
absence of matter, more per-
sonal and exact, the report
is submilted of v at was said
hetween " " %ip and M.
Seward the ..merican Secre-
tary of Staté in the carly
stuges of this dreadful war..

Lord Lyons to Sir Edmund

i

- \
Ilead, Governor General of . N "R'Q/%ZMMI;
Canada : (Extract.] it 'J‘/'(qll’{i)“"{
asl

Wasnixeroy, Kb
April 19, 1¥¢1.
¢1 informed you in a pri-
vate letter some dagys ugo,
that I had learnt, from what
I thought good authority,
that this government had de-
termined to send two secret
agents to Canada, and that it
wag supposed the object was
to ascertain the state of feel-
ing in the Province with
regard to annexing itself to
the United States.
L4 » L] - hd *
1showed him the paragraph
in the paper yesterday aftcrnoon al the State
Department, and asked him whether there

wasg any truth in it.

t That,' he replied, isa question which I
cannot answer.!

Tt is,’ I said,- ¢a very irregular proceed- :
ing.’

T repeated this remark, and then Mr.
Seward askod why it was frvegular.

T answered that it was an attempt to hoid |
communication otherwise thanin the regular
official manner, and through the regular re-
cognized chanoels.
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HIS EXCELLENCY LORD LYONS, AMBASSADOR OF GREAT BRITAIN TO THE UNITED STATES.

After a pause Mr. Seward went on to say: 1 plied to hreakers of the obligations between

¢If you suppose that any agent of this GGov.
crnment has heen dispatched with any
object affecting the present Coloninl velations
of Canada to Great Britain, you are entirely
mistaken.'

T said that I was very far from having in:
tended to suggest so grave n charge agaiust
the Government of the United States as this.

¢ After all,” ohserved Mr. Seward, ¢if we
did send an agent to Cannda, I suppose it
would be no treason.’

I replied that ¢treason’ was ususlly ap-

. subjects and the Power to which they owed

allegiance ; that breaches of international
obligations were a different matter.

Iere the conversation ended. The im-
pression left upon my mind was, that un.
doubtedly an agent or agents had been sent
to Canada, and that whatever the object
was, it was clearly one which the Secretary
of State was nnwilling to avow to the Bri-
tish Minister.’

Lord Lyons to Lord John Russell, (since
raiged to the peerage as Earl Russell,) Sec-

1 /

Affairs :

WasHingTos, April 22,1861.
! My Lorp:—The inclosed
' copy of & letter, which I
addressed on the 19th instant
to the Gov. Gen. Sir Edmund
Head, will make your Lord-
ship acquainted with the
steps taken by me with re-
gord to a report that secret
agents have been sent by this
Government to Canada.

The Mr., George Ashman,
who isstated to he one of
these agents, was president
of the convention at Chica-
go, which. nominated Mr.
Lincoln as the candidate of
the Republican Party for the
Presidency the United
States.

In one, at least, of his
speeches during the Fresiden-
1ial canvass, Mr. Seward al-
Juded to the eventual acgui-
sition of Canada as a com®
pensation to the Northern
States for any loss they might
sustain, in consequence of
the disaffection of the South.
ern part of the Union

[ suppose, howaver, that
the agents who now appear
10 have been sent to Canada
have been dispatched with
some definite and practical
object. Your Lordship will
perceive from my letter to
the Governor General, al-
though Mr, Seward refused
to give me sny other infor-
mation ou the subject, he did
assure me that no agents
were employed: by this gov-
ernment forany object affect-
ing the Colonial relations
between Canada and the
British Crown.

T have, &e.,
(Signed,)  Lwoxs.
Lotd Lyons to Lord J. Russell.
WasHixaros, June 17, 1861,

My Loup,—In the course of conversation
which I had with Mr. Seward this morning,
he hirnse!f introduced the subject of the
secret agent whom he hnd sent to Canada in
April last. | He snid that Mr. Ashman, the
person sent, was a wmost respectable man,
and that the object of his mission was to as-

certain the feeling in Canada with regard to
fitting out privateers on the St. Lawrence.
Mr. Seward added, that as soon as I had
spoken to him on the subject, he had re.call-
ed Mr. Ashman. (Sce next page.)
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