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THE SITUATION.

. It Se?ms to be admitted, on all sides, that. the crisis of
agonegonations at Washington, was reached some days
ay d.thlt was understood that diplomacy was at an end

e facts as presented, after all that had been done,
t0 be faced. The Canadians had said just how far
Would go. Mr. Foster did not stop to help to give a
ttit‘;dbut went south with his family. In this waiting
o € no one can say what the outcome will be, and no
th. Pretends to know, if we except the correspondent of
hie - ondon Daily Chronicle, who, on Tuesday, cabled to

Sjio‘lfnal the alleged American reply “ refusing the con-
i) n:ns asked by the Canadians.” Another adjournment
in g Xt Summer is talked of. This would keep the public
dOnee dark for'months about what has been done and not
isgi\; Mr, Fairbank, one of the American commissioners,
preve:,n as authority that nothing has happened that would

an ta resumption of the work, after adjournment. This
B S that the alleged collapse has not definitely come.

Ple Who, for one reason or another, have been praying

a fai .

caq failure of the commissioners to agree upon a treaty,

b Scarcel
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ol,le_Patent fact connected with the International
"ssion is that one of the American commissioners,
Oster, who may be said to be a professional diplo-
‘ibl;o:s 8one, at a critical moment, to the South, osten-
.whether :‘;:mmt of his health, though doubts arfa expfessed
. erpretedls be the_true reason. His absence is variously
Jeetyy; » according to the humor of the person con-
8. Whether his retirement signifies that no treaty

»Or that a treaty will be more easily agreed

5 .
W pOSslb]e
b i g . -
o _hlt absence, are two conjectures which mark the

take arles of Speculation. If a member of the commission

diﬂicuT:treme ground on any question his retreat may be
Tetre,, ~ 20d both his attitude before retiring and his
Sideg Mmay Possibly pass as good diplomacy. On both
€ard protests against making sacrifices. If for
p o:’i:’e read concessions, to be used as a basis of
© We shall probably get pretty near the real

f’ these cries, If neither side were to make con-
2€ll them sacrifices if you will, it is certain there

Yy be accepted as authority as to what- has |

would be no treaty, and this is apparently the aim of those
who protest so vehemently against any particular move
succeeding.

Mr. Charlton, a member of the International Com-
mission, addressing a public audience, at Chicago, is some-
thing like a man having a text, who is expected to preach
all round a subject on which his lips are sealed. Squint-
ing glances were, however, permissible, and these were
directed to the pulp, lumber and other items in the
programme of the Commission. Such deliverances are
discounted, and at best their direct effect is not likely
much, if at all, to overbalance the counter force which they
bring into play. Where men’s interests are at stake, or
they believe them to be at stake, they close both ears to
adverse arguments. Since 1872, Mr. Charlton pointed
out, the balance of trade against Canada, in her dealings
with the Republic, aggregated $888,870,000. But he
questioned whether even here the United States can for
ever go on selling without buying, or selling much and
buying but little. Canada, he thought, might weary of
the operation. ¢ Canadians,” he reminded the audience,
“are asking for concessions that will put the trade of the
two countries upon a basis relatively more equitable,” and
he added, “ indications are not wanting that if this reason-
able request is refused, Canada may be induced to enter
on a policy of extreme Protection, calculated to reduce the
imports from the United States, if American expansion
prevents our exports to that country.” The time tor
entering into a discussion of this hint is not opportune.
That protectionists in Canada would welcome such a
policy will be easily understood. The discussion, if it
must come, had better be postponed, in view of the Wash-
ton negotiations, on which nothing in the way of outside
argument can now produce any effect. To an interviewer, -
Mr. Charlton, while at Chicago, contradicted one rumor:
the alleged demand of Skagway he said was *“ merely a
newspaper rumor, without any foundation.” He added
that the commissioners hoped to be able to settle the
boundary question, which we have always contended is
the most important of the dozen of which the Commission
is seized.

When the statement was published that one of the
compromises of the proposed treaty, supposed to be under
incubation at Washington, would give Canada a port on
the American frontier strip of Alaska, a perfect storm of
opposition at once arose and Washington was bombarded
with protests from the entire line of the Pacific coast of
the Republic. The statement may or may not be true ;
what interests us to note is the opposition with which
every move looking to any form of compromise is met by
interested opposition. In the case under consideration,
unlike many of the others, a national feature may be recog-
nized. Supposing the point of territory in question to be
American, there would still be precedent for the tran-
saction. When the north-eastern boundary question was
settled, Maine surrendered part of what she claimed asher
territory for a money consideration, paid, if our memory be
not at fault; by the Washington Government. That settle-
ment, about which it is usual to talk very wide of the
mark, was a compromise, and it never could have been
settled in any other way. It is easy, looking at the
extreme claim made by either party and taking it as valid,
to see in the compromise all sorts of treason ; this untimely
talk has been rehearsed, with, we must suppose, the
patriotic purpose of making international agreement at
Washington difficult or impossible. Obstruction comes



