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IMARKETING CANADA'S GRAIN

SELLING' BY SAMPLES

Commissionei's Suggest Time is Ripe for Markets

The natural way of selling an article is to, show it to
buyers. When its volume becomes very large, as in the case,
of Canadian grain, tis method becomes impracticable, with
the. result that there is shown instead either a sample of it,
or a certificate stating its qualities according to the judig-

~menIt of men accepted b>' both parties as competent and as
disinterested.

Some countries seil b>' sample alone. The United States
combines sample trading and trading b>' grades in every on.
of its grain markets. Canada is unique in having enacted
legislation which made sample traing impossible. For in
the terminal elevators through which*most of the grain must
pass, individual lots are merged in the general bin contain-
ing the grade ta which the lots belong, and no trader can
give a special price for a lot, the. identit>' of which hie can-
nOt preserve.

The grading system undoubted>' cheapens transporta-
tion and storage, gives buyers and sellers the advantage of
exp>ert opinion on the grain off ered, makes easier the finan-
cing of the grain by means of warehouse rccipts, facilitates
trading on the Exchange, and ini man>' ways assist the pro-
duction, transportation, storing and trading of grain. And
if a perfect set of grades could be found, 'a set that wouid
represent differences in value, and that would give no privi-
lege to an>' class or intercst, much couid be saîd in favor of
the Canadian plan of anaking sample trading impossible.

Grain Grown In Cortoin Distriots.
Fcw would dlaim perfection for the set of severai hun-

dred grades which were recognized until latel>'. That set of
grades tends to rob the grading system of mucli of its'value,
tending, as it did, to confusion, and te the reduction of the
atoring and handling capacit>' of the elevators; and apart
fromn these objections, few, would dlaim that tie differences
fairly represcnted the milliug value of the grain. Western
milhing companies show a preference, and give a smail pre-

mmm, for grain grown in certain districts. Tic>' bu>' tis
grain and they do flot xieed to send it to the terminal cIe-
vators, where Ît would be mnerged with grain of the same
grade from other districts. They experience, thereforeý, no
oomPetition from thase wl» send their grain, ta thie terminais.

Iu ever>' grade theire are choice individual lots. For tics.
tiie generai grade price is too low. There ia much grain
slightly bleached, or siightly smutted, that really is as good
au grain in high grades, but the law classifies it "bleached"
and "smuttcd'> and prevents the produ1cer getting anything
like its value. Western milîs ma>' give a small prcmnium
over the, grade price for sudi grain, but there again Uic sys-
temn of grading and binning gives them the. field to them-
selves. As a commercial question there la no tdoubt what-
ever that the ca-existence of the. two methods of trading-
by sampie and grade-is preferable te the sole exstence of
oue.

The main objections to sample trading are two in num-
ber. One is about mixing the grain and Uic other is about
transporting it. The anc cames from some of the producera
and the otier frein some of the railway men.

MIxIng and tàiIIIn.
It is not denÎed that nature mixes, and that lier mixtures

have te be, corrected beforo the. grain is ready for miiiing.
Part of the process may b. doue in tic elevators, 'but part,
it appears ta b. hel, must flot lic doue cxcept lu the muall.
It is indeed charged that even iu the terminal elevators
mnixing is donc, and it is suspectcd by somc that there la mix-
ing practised in some of thc transfersi elevators, Canadian
anad American, through which Canadian grain passes ta Uic

* forcign markets.

But the argument is tiat mixing 'will be profitable te
the terminal cievators, and Uiat none of that profit wili go
to the. producers. Only the terminal elevators wilî have, it
is said, mixinig facilities. Oxily Uic>' then will lie able ta se-
cure thc lots of grain that have special mixing values, and as
the mixing will lower the grades Of expert grain, the export
price will fali, and upon this lawercd expert price tie price
paid te thc producer will be based.

(To lie Concluded.)

LONG SAULT DAM SCIIEME

Is Condcmned by thec Conservation Commisionl-Sti
Reasons Advanced

Thc project for damming the Long Sault rapids, ç
created sa much discussion last year, is cendemned b]
Conservation Commission, Ottax% a. Plans that were
in 1910 have not been approved, and the New York
legislature has revoked the charter under which the.
pany concerned had secured certain rights on the U
States side. Behind the project was said ta lie the Aluni
Trust, which sought a monopoly of haîf a million 1
pawer.

The Conservation Commission opposes thc sciien
the foilowing grouncls:

<a> That the Ashburton treat>' provides that "Thie
nels in the River St. Lawrence on both sides of Long
Croil and Barnhart Islands," shaîl be equail>' free and
ta the ships, vessels and boats of Great Britain and
United States. No constructions wliich would i.nterfcre
navigation in Uic slightcst degree can lie erected ina:
the said channels without the consent of Gireat Britain

Sorlous D4mage Mlght Rosuit.
(2) It is quite possible that serlous damage woil

suit from, the construction of the. works. Engineers
it is truc, given an opinion that there is na probabili
such damaages. On the other hand, the opinion o
residents aiong the shore and the most experienced
gators and oliservers is apparently almost unaninioi
holding that the probabilit>' of serious damage la
strong.

(3) The propased diversion of water b>' the dari
twcen thc Long Sault Island and Barnhart Island,
take from. the main navigable channel between Bai
Island and the United States mainland about 5o per
of its water. The effect of suci a diversion of water
the navigable channel is impossible ta estimate.

(4> The construction of the dams in question wi
suit in compelling navigation (other than b>' tic Coi
Canal> ta follow a new route known as thc South
Channel. Experienced navigators are of Uic opinion
this route will b. muci inferior te that now fallowcd.

Sntail Expendituro in Canada.
(4> The time will undoubted>' arrive in the. histc

Canada, wien deeper navigation upan the St Lawrenc
require ta be provi'ded for b>' the Cangdian Govern
Should the worlcs proposed b>' the St. Lawrence Power
pan>' b. constructcd, thc governanent would ne longer
a free hand in undcrtaking suci an enterprîse.

(6) The praposed scieme of the St.- Lawrence
Company contemplates making use of the Canadian si
Uic river simply as a couvenient landing place for a
A ver>' sliglt examination of the plans of the campa
sufficient ta make it cîcar tiat oui>' a sinall portion <
contcmplated expenditure wiii take place in Canada
oui>' a ver>' amali proportion of the total Vower devi
wîil be developcd in Canada.

<(7) Looking at the whole scieme, It does not
that an>' serions attempt can be made ta show tiat Car
requirements or Canadian interests are an appreciabi.
lu the plans of Uic compan>'.

NO MarlUl for Powe.
<8> No market exiats at the prescut turne upan the

adian aid& for the power proposed ta b. developed, or fi
appreciable portion ticreof. When any large quant
power is requircd in the territar>' tributary ta the, p
works it can be otherwise divided.

<g> Siiauld the time came wicn further power la d
cd b>' Canadian intcrcsts, and the placing of a dam
thc St. Lawrence River is determincd upon, anc-half
power ta lie generated thcreby will belong of riglit te
ada, and shouid b. permanent>' rctaiued for Canadie
without an>' exception or qualification.
Rogarded as illusory.

(io) Tic suggestion tiat power'can be generat
the American side, or generated on the Canadian sld
exportcd ta the United States, and tiat thereafter,w
la requircd iu Canada, thc compan>' ca-n b. orded
prive its United States customers of the. power and
it in Canada, is regarded as being entirely iloy

<ix1) The time will undoubted>' corne wheu the 1
will b. of enarmous value. Thc present proposai c<
plates giving ai a>' a valuiable asset, withouLt subsi
consideration, ta a foreigu company.

(12) Tie obvious conclusion fromn tie facts abo
citcd seems ta b. that the plain duty cf Canada tms
tain lier riglits, ownership and jurisdictiou ahsltl
paired and untrammelled.


