
TrHE MvoN~elAey IiNins

Tuesday last to a Governmiienî ojrgan s'lys, to appoitt
Mr. J. H. Ashidown. of \\iipegi)>,. The pro)posai is
not welco-ne, w-e venture to inik. -Nr. AshIdowni is
a successfuil and a very respctable merchant, who lias
lived in Manitoba for more than thirîy years; but we
have yet to learn that lie possesses the breadîli of
knowledge of transportation nîatters that is necessary
for a meniber of the( comiission. There miust
certainly be, among friends of the Governiment in On-
tario, men whio hiave :uperior qualifications 10 Mr.

Ashdown. And wve disntetirely from the doctrine
thiat a western rnan sh1oulti bw 1pla-ced in a position of
suich far-reaching importance just because lie is a
Wesc-tern man, and in spite of bis lack of experience
Nvhich o(zher men possess.

-A special dcsp)atcli from Wahngo epese
the dîsappo)ittenîii of Plresîiet ooevi ai( seniator
Fairbanks that Sir Wilfrid1 Laurir os not favor
ano(-ther sitting of the joint hliglb commillssl(in to con-
sîider reciprocity eîee the Iuitti tates andi Cani-
ada, andi other niatters iii dipt. Andi is letters
declarînig 10 cali another sesin retiscribet by tlic
Seniator as, "ctirt," They are int more curt than the,
trealmntt accorded 10 Cainada by \ the s;o-called -jurists
of repuite" chosen by the( Uiti1 States, to settie dEs-
puteti iatters bt the counîries. Sir \Vilfriti is a
gentleman, not a pettyý hulxterer; and lie %vas at a dis-
advantage iii discilnsing inatters wilth mieni of tiarrow
viewvs ant imatie-up inis. Ife knowms, however, when
lie is snubbed, anu whIen Canatia's fair iaimls aIre
slîglbîed, anti we canniot wodrthat he( is iii nof- hutrry
fo subject blis counitry and hiliself 10 anlother ulseleýs
wrangle..

WINNIPEG AFFAIRS.

Ail accounts from the Easî go t.> emil- i tho g(neral
belief that i904 bas been a gooti ycaýr for Canlada. Your
factories are wel emiployet, 3-11r mratsare bnisy, youtr
farmers are prosperous,-. Up hiere wve, too)(, aire prospcring;
there is noexception 10 tbe rie. In1 this çity are' abuianit
evidences of enterprise and thrift. Thei Realty Gazette of
last, Frîday tells of big sales- and smai«ll salesz of landi within'
the city limits, wîh a buoyant tonle in flot oly cenitral resi-
dential property, but also in suiburban acreage. N.,,otably,
among the sales to recoid is a terrace, which solti for $35,-
000, a block of Cive houses for $,5oooo, a piece of Portage
Ave. property, xiear the Y.M.C.A.., for $So,ooo, a parcel in the
north endi at $3o,ooo, and sonie suburban acreage i St.
Boniface for $35,ooo .or $500 an acre. Two-thîrds of the
money involved, il is stateti, cornes front outside sources, în-
dicating cîther new residents or freshi capital or both.

There are now 12,i7o houses in Winnipeg, plus the num-ber erected dturinig the present year, whiehi are stateti to have
cost in the aggregate $2,500,000. The assessmients made
for 1904 were $15,920,710; anti il is estimateti that $6,ooo,ooo,
if uot $7,ooo,ooo, wilI have 10 be added for actuial ereetions
andi the increnient due 10 increased landi valuecs. Withi ail
the new buildings erecteti, ejîher for dwellings or for coin-
merciaI purposes, the demand hias flot been met atnd rents
are sîill high. The assessment comimissioner estimates the
population of the eity to-day aït 78,000. That the inicreaseti
activity everywhere seen is real scens 10 be proved by the
clearings of.the baiks. For the week endeti on 8th Decemn-
ber, lte aggregate clearirtgs were $o,846,ioi, an increase of
almost 'three millions over the corresponding week of 1903.

Softic of th~e new buildings in Winnipeg are upon a scale
which indicates belief ini the still greater growth of the city
ini the near future. The best proof of the importance of
Ibis capital of the Prairie Province is in the style anti dimnen-
sions of the five-story building to be erecteti for a post -office.
The existing post-office, erecteti twenty years ago, was a
good one for that day, but lthe new one wiII be big enough

and hantisomie enoughi for Toronto, a city of almost a quar-
ter million population. The Provincial Gox eriiimenit is
cecting on Broadway a land tities building of stoîie, of gooti
appearance andi dimensions. Thli Cariicgie Library is aI-
most iiishIeti, a new hospital is proposcd, anti the c .ntract
has beeni 1(t hy the lUanitoba Goverrumejît for an agricul-
turaIl colg.Tien there is to be, at the angle of \iaïn St.
ani Bodw a union depot for the Caniadiait Nortlierji and
the radTrunk Pacifie Railways. To tlhese atit clhnrches,
tire hialls, schools and the con..tantly. grow ing list of x\are-
bxouses anti dwelling,, anti it will lie seen the confîidence
people have iii W\Iliiplcg as a great city ini tlie future is bc-
înig %\nierfiilly slhowni.

lMIniiiotiingtire-lhalls recalîs the fact tuaii the c(oînnînui-
îy is aroiuseti to th ic et of iîakîng lire tigl1iIIg appllilincs
keep pace wiîlî tie growth of t1le place. -NilrRorilo
aninpcr for tlie CatiadiatnFi Vire udr\vri1er,' \-soci-
ationi, lhas; ately been înakinig an îinspectjini report. His
laý,t ii'-pectîoî svas matie inii 190, anti lie Hinti an ýiinrease
ofr nearly- 8o per cent, in population silice Iliat date, -ýNîtit ail
t1laî thîs implies. Tlîe n(ecssiîy of a liigh pressure xvater

53 tei toprotect Itighi bulildinlg- is atimlitteti bY tUeceity
aîthriîeand is emhsteily recua tires. Tliere arc a

gïreat manýy woodeu ii ne iii the city -which covers a great
tial of groutid aîît Son 1c tlîei are in Uic couigesteti dis-
trict, andt tlierefore arc a mienace ho tlîe tiuwn towut streets,
wbere greatest nrierchanidîse vailues are congregateti. The
city engincer, thie chairman of the tire anti liglît conînîîttec
of the couiicîl, andti Ui C.F.U.A. itîspector, are hart iat work
frarming a systcni of lire protection .tliat shiah bc adequate to
tlîe risks that recent events have shown arc to lie provitict
against.L
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PACIFIC OCEAN STEAMSHIPS.

Editor, Moneîtary Timnes:-

Sir, After iny retuiri froin a sottritp, I oot
tbrougl i a fctv baek niunbers of yotir valuti paper. In your
Sydniey crspdntsletter, dated i îtliue andi pub-
lîlibed in your issue )f the(> Stli of Aiigust, 1 founti soIeI
rathe-r curionsý asetin Onceming yoir liiiiibl ervn
which want sone correction. Evidently your corrLepondenclt
jurnps at conlioîîi(is wýitlout knowing what lie is akn
about.

1 diti go to Vancouver via Siiva, as your creîodn
suIgge.sts,, but did no(t do the joIrniey iii 21 days. 1 e~hr
on the 2,41h 0f Fer aryad lanldet iat Vanicouvr o t

28th Of March. This mlalte 35 dayNs fo'r tht orny adn
the extra day wbich isý put ili 10 aIjllst t'u difference i
tinte. Your correspondent did not kniow, apparently, that
the "Moana," which made tlie trip, was detained aI Sydney
for a Nweek, whieh oýbligetu e te, stay for eleven days at Suva.

Ini how far 1 cani be accuseti of slanderng the Canadian-
Auistraliani Steamsh;Iip Co., in simply stating faets, 1 leave 10

your readers 10 decitie. 1 bave no reason to say anytlîing
uinpleasanit %vith regard 10 the Canadian-Australian Steamn-
ship Co. The companly have alw,ýays treateti me well, andi MY
four trips across in thcir ships have always been very pleas-
ant. The treatnment on board was ail I coulti desire, anti,
if not pressed for lime, I shaîl always niake use ofthis line
by preference.

But ail this canntot obscure the fact that the 'Fnisco
service is, witb regard to speeti, the more suitable for
New Zealanid. 1 wish il tNerc otberwise but as long as the
Canadian-Atistralia Steamnship) Company does, flot caîl aI a
New Zealanti port, anti does not put faster steamers on the
route, she caiinot expeet to caler buccessfully for the New
Zealand passenger traffic.

Now with regard to0 the "visionary" baie for a quicker
serv'ice t0 New Zealaid, your correspondent, F. W., is jilsI
as badly informe'd. Wbat is wanîted, andi wbat l'have ail
along ativocateti, is a cargo line of steamers from Vancouver
10 New Zealanti direct, anti this uine, fanr from heing "vision-
ary" may be sooner in operation than your correspondent
seenis ta) expect, Stîdli a line bias to lie establisheti if everý
Canatia wihl derive the benefit of the New Zealatît preferen-
tial tariff. The matter bas the filllest attention ini iîîerested


