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GOSSIP 0F THE MILITIA.

Third Annual Reunion of the Royal Military
College Ex-Cadets.

A Schedule of Deficiencies in Infantiy Equipment-Festivities at Govern-
ment House, Toronto-Deaths in the Miitia-Tragic Ending cf a

Halifax officer- More Northwest Indemnities--"'F" Com-
pany, !3th Battalion at Dinner-Ottawa Riflemen

Steeplechasing on Snowshoes.

T IIE Royal Miitauy Coilege Ex-Cadet Club heki their thirti annual meeting andi
dinner last Saturday, at Ottawa, at the Russell hotel. At the mneeting, wbich

took place in the afternoon, little business was transacteti beyonti the election of efficers
rer the ensuing year. Capt. W. M. Dais, C.E., of Wootistock, Ont., andi Adjutant
of the 22nti Battalion, was chosen president, Capt. S. Denison (Southi Stafflrsbire
regimient), cf Toronto, vice-president, anti Mr. Fred. White, of the Militia Depart-

men, Otaw, ws r-electeti secretary-tueasurer. The foilowing weue chosen *s the'
coniittee of nianageneit:-Capt. A. 1-. Van Stranhenzie (R. E.), R. M. C. Staff;
Lieut. Duncan Macpherson, C.E., Adjuitant Vitoria Rifles, Montreal; I. W.
Leonard, C.E., Sprinagfield, N.S.; F. J. I)ixon, Montreai; andi L. Il. Irving,
Toronto.

The secrcîary, Mr. F. WVhite, wvas after the mieeting jresented with a vaiulab!e.set
cf "lcarvers anti forks," in recognition cf the services lie hati renderedtu the clujh, andi
in anticipation of bis being.about to icave the ranks of the liachelors.

The dinner in the evening was serveti in the Russcii's hest style, anti passeti off in
the happiest mnanner. Lieut. Macpherson, the reîirin g president, occupiedth ie chair,
andi Capt. Davis, bis successor, the vice-chair. These two gentleen belongedtut
"the clii ighteen," constituting the first ciass te pass through i ii% Coilege. Four miore
of "the eighteen" were present, viz., Capt. H. E. Wise (Scoîtisli Rifles), A. 1). C. te
General Nilidleton; Capt. A. G. (G. urtele, Instriictor R. M.C.; Capt. Victor Rivers,
"A" Batîery, R.C.A., andi Mr. R. C. Laine, 1).L. S., of Battleforti. The thier ex-
cadets present were Messrs. Il. S. Greenwocti, ietcrboro; (L P. 1 louper, Montreal;
S. Denison, Toronto; R. W. Leonard, Springbii, N.S.; F. C. Anderson, W. 1.
Stewart, *j. Stewart, F. W. White, Camupb)ell, Lanibc, andti tei, Ogta%%ýa. 'ieu
guests of the club wverc Lient.-Generai Sir Fred. \Iiiqlctoti; Majar-Generai J. R.
Oliver, Connandant R.M.C.; Col. Walker Plowell, AduatGeeaIresitient Boardi
of Visitors, R.M.C.; Lieut.-Coi. W'. Il. ('otton, "A" a(tery R.C.A.; Lieuî.-Coi. S.
G. Fairt'ough. Irs'utctor RM.C.; NicLeeti Stewvart, Mfayor of Ottawa; jas. Johnson,
Ottawa Citizent; anti J. D. Taylor, MiNti'îiA GAZTTE.l'lie list of toasts openeti
with zbose to the Queen anti the Governor-Generai, ioyaiiy honoureti. The first te
cali for a speech w~as that 10 "«The Arniy, Navy anti Auxiliary Forc.,ý,"nt hroîîght
a brief rcpiy frein Lieut. -Generai Mititileton. The' "Royal Miliiry Coliege" %%-as
next l)uopcse(i.

MNajor-Generai Oliver respontiet, liing receiveti on rising %viîiî a dnon',tuation
oif wbich bie hati good reasen to lie -prouîti, anti whicii testiieti unmlistaeily Io IÀs
popularity with his formner wards. In his speech he expressedtihe ie ope that a iait,
commodotis drill hall would shortiy be proviciet for the Coliege, anti thai its accoini
niutation 'n the way of seepiing <uarters anti class moinis, andc in other respects, woulti
lie increasei. 1lie t xlir:ssed regret ibat such a sniaii proporion of ilie iperial coin.-
mnissions uffereti hai of late licen taken tp, oui>' Ibose iniie iv Egineers liaving lacen
accepteti. The Rtoyal Artilicry bati for sonie titunie en shotrt of suiaaiîern officers,
ant ihe wouid bave been gli te see gratinates cf the Coilege jatin thit hïancli of tht'
service. l'lie strictutres of a port ion of the pîrcss ctîncerni ng the cost (if thie College, lie
dii not think weue reaiiy aimiet at its abolition; sucli a resuit wv0tid lie
considereti be a greai loss te Canatda. As an eviclence cf lthe hîti esicemuiii whiciî
the Coliege is lielti-tabroatl,,lie instanceti the reportcai intention orf Atistraiia to estab-
ish an institution on the saine basis. Ile expecieti ou Coilege ta, increase in popular
favotîr te a very large extent, shouiti the efforts lie successini 'vhich art' îow heing
matie te have its course cotint as part cf a t-ni%,ersity arts course. Th~iis caoncession
ieing granteti, a gratiuate wviic tesiredt t takec up the' sîudy (if the' iaw, for instance,
would have three yeaus taken off the tinte now ntecessaî-ty ho quaiify hiinîseif in ilat
prole s*on.

When the Commandant hiat conclutiet, (Cl. Fairtiongli andi Capt. Wu'rtele weue
echd cailed utpon anti spoke biefly in rcply tor the toast.

Atjutant-Generali ioweii, the " father of tic Collège," wvas iext tased, ant ini
an nteresting speech reviewetl the Ihistory of the insitution, %%hcli, lie wis happy t)
say, he liait taken a proîninent part in establishing. 1île paiti a higli comiplimient le dthe
îeaching staff of the institution.

MNayor MIcLeoid Stewvart proptusei a toast te ''The' ex-Catlet Clb," 10 which re-
plies were niatie iy Capt. IDavis, the newly elected plrsidctitit Capt. l)enison, vice-
presidetn, Secrcîary White. Capt. Rivers anti Capi. W'ise..

Coi. Cettora, of "''A Battery, iaviîig enteredthetat rooni a short uie previotisi>',
l'cing very ieartily rteceiveti by the ceià%lany, hie was now calicci upon for a speech in
repiy t the toast o Ile ''egimiient cf Catadian Artiilery," proposeti b> Capt. I)eni-
Stln "'-The Latdies" wecsîoken for hy Messrs. F. W~hte, Laurie anti Caiplieli;
.%Ie>srs. Johnson anti Taylor repliedtlu ithe toast of "1'lme l>ress,"' ant i<le coipany
jo!ineti in singing the National Antheni anti 'Anti Lang Syne," dispiersing about ii-
iight.

l'liîe îext reunion wvli take place, it is expecteti, cfiher at Montreal or Toronto.

Lieut.-Col. W. E. Ibbotson dieti at Sherbirooke, Q., ast Thursday, ai tie age of
64. lie hati been confine<I to the' bouse for the past tbret' monîlis, sufféring fuoin a
hearitlisease. 1lliat been a promirent figure ini veunuteer circies, being one of the
'>lest officerç in the di-trict. Foi the last fcw yeaus lie hiaiti len ibn the' retireti iist. Oit
No. i Rifles, tf wbich hie was captain for many ycars fronm 1856, was the fonndtaion
Of the 53rd Batt., of which hie teck coînnianti afteu Lieut. -(ol. llwen's retirenient.
1île teck part in the Fenian raid service, anti was ai the lient] of the regimvent in Mon-
treai tduring tbe Ibreateneti riots in connection witb the Young Britons prepeseti 321h
cf Juiy celehration in 1878, no finer bodiy cf men hieing on service ibat day than Ihle
53rd. On ibis occasion that reffiment anti the 541h Batt. were lighiy complimienîcti
iay the citizens anti press of that city. Col. lîbl)toii n igîtred proniincntiy in the
trutlakl's cOf 1837-8, luing prsentinii Montreai whcn the' parlinnent b~uidings were

burned. He afterwards went 10 Australia gold hunting, but finally returrded to Sher-
brooke and set up in the drug business. He was buried on Sunday with miiitary
bonours.

A iiiary board, consisting of Coi. Jackson, D.A.G.; Major F. Peters, of the
London Troop of Cavalry, and1 Capt. H. Dreaney, of the 26th battalion, met in Lon-
don fast week to adjudicate uipon the dlaims for'pensions of voltunteers of that district
who sustained injuries whiie serving in the North-West rebeliin of 1885.

A grand miliiaty entertainment in aid of the iibrary rund of B company I.S.C.,
andi under the patronage of *lus Worship the Mayor of St Johins, Lieut.-Col. Count
D'Orsonnens and officers of the company, wili be given at Biack,'s Opera House, St.
Johns, to-morrow (Friclay) evening, thc 27th, inst. A nutrber or Montreai frieiids,
notably a talented comedy artist of the \ics, wiil assist in ilie entertainment.

British Columbia.
New Westminser, B.C., 141h January, 1888.

T HE men of -C" Battery had a bail iast week ai their temporary harracks in Vic-
toria. Ail who were prescrit lad a tborougbiy enjoyable time. Dancing was

kept up tili the smail hours of the norning.
Capt. White, quartermaster of "C" Battery, ha% resigneti. His rather, wbo dieti

recer.tly, left hirn a large fortune, and he leaves at an early date for his oid home.
Ariange.nents for the ercction of the new fortifications are being compieteti with

the least possible deiay. In a very fcw years the Imperial government intend mraking
Vancouver's Island a second Malta. Esqjuintait is aiready the beatiquarters of the navy
on the Pacific coast, and Victoria wiil be the stronghold of the army, so shouiti at any
tirne war break out with Rýussia, England wiIl already have a large force of the army
and navy to protect ber intercsts on this coast.

ltu the early part ofrthe week, Capt.. Bole, MI.>.of No. i Batery, B.C.G.A.,
ai New Westmninster, held his firsi <rili lor this year. A large number were present.
Aftcr drili Capit. fli entcrtained bis men and officers at a banquet. Capt. Scoullar,
Ltcuts. Doane andi Rickman, of the N. W. Rifles, andi Lieut. Glov'er, of Winnipeg,
"'cie the inviteti guests. Thle cvening was very llasantly passeti in speech making
andi song.

A sergeant front I"C " Baîtery is to arrive shortiy in order 10 drill the Artiliery and
Rifles stationct iat titis point, and i on is arrivai cach company is to drill three times
a week-. COî.UNîîuN.

Hamilton.

F CONIPANV of the if131h Battalion hieit their anni t imner last week nt the
Franklin 1I buse, Capit. Giullesp>ie presiding. Other officers liresent were: Lt..-

Coi. G.ilbson, Major Moore, Major MLreSurgeoin-Najor Ryaii, iMajor Mason,
Capt. Stuart, Assist. -Surgcon Griffin, of the i 31h; andi Capî. 1liendrie, of the H-. F. B.
Colour-Sergt Grant occupieti the vice-chair. After "lThe Qiteeni,""IlThe Prince and
llrincess of 'ae andi Royal Fml, andi "The (overnor-General " had been toast-
ed. "I icut.-Coi. Giison andti Sali Offii-crs* was i)ropose<l. In responding, Col.
(iibson conigratulated Iltle'Company iipan the liste appearance they madle îhysically andI
upon their high standard of intelligenîce. [le congratuilaîtd tle men upon the etfi-
ciency or their captaili andi Lieutenant Osborne,. Major Moorc, vho next spoke, saiti
hie was ver>' nuch picaseci Io be ih '" 1-" Company, as it wvas the company be first
ieiongedl w as a private, about a quarter or a century agi). Since 1864 lie saiti lit hati
rever uuîsseal an 'l 1-" Comp-iny suppcr. Of the ciglht staff oficers thre ha(i been
privates ini the omayaii of the tiglit captains, four hati contc frontî the' saine cernl-
pal»'. Major MLreSurgeon-Maý-jor R)ali, Major Masoun, Captaîn Stuart andi
Assistant- Su rgcon Criffin also respondeti. Other toasts wvere '"The' Hamilton
Ficld Battery,," res1uon<ied lu iîy Capt. liendrie; ' Capt. (iillt'spie andi Oficers
of F Company, *'hy the ('aptain andi Lieut. (isrc;'l Co our-Sergeant Grant andi
Non-Conjîniissiontii Officers of F (o ' y, hy the Color-Sergeant, Sergt. Hamnilton
andi Corp. 1icleey; "'lie La'iis,' b>' Lieut. Osbiorne anti l'te. Bethune.

Toronto.LASi' Saturday nîglit Col. ,\]]ai hadia niosl. enjoyable smioking party at the Rcfi>rni
LClub. Every, corps was well represented, anmongst those present being Col.

Otter, 1).A.(;. ; F. l)en)isoni, Nii. Mjors D)unn, I)eianiere, Hlamilton, Harrison,
andi INIatt. Songs andi recitations %verc given by Capt. Nlanley, Mlessrs. Nelson, Mc.
Leoti, Brow~ning, etc.

The bail ai ( caernmciieit1 otse, which 1i'y the %va), tvas a great success, swarniei
%vith officcrs of ail branches, <of the Retired anti ail other lists. Front the lînperial ser.
vice we had Mr. ])lait, 61h i)ragoon Guards; N-r. Bernairc, 61h PIunjauh) Regirnent,
aise Sergt.-Nlajor. Keefér, of the Hengal arniy. Coi. Otter, ]J.A.C., andl Coi. Gray,
Biriga. Ma-Nl.jor, representeti the district staff. Frrn the' cavairy we haci Coi. (G. T. andi
F. C. T)enison, C..G. .1..; Capt. J. llaltiWin, 211( Regt., andtiNMr. Il. 'Mer-
ritt, GGBG Capt.iN. cMurrich was the soie rep)rcsenitative of fieldi andi garrisoni
artiliery. NIajor. Vidai, Capt. Sears, Ncssrs. Wadmore andi Cartwright diti the danc-
ing for the inrantry School, while Coi. Ailan, Majors H amilton andi Delaniere,
('apts. Muttonl, Brocl<, etc., of tlle(2.0. R., andi Major D)awson, Capis. Nianles', Davidi.
soit, Mason, Messrs. Lowe, (;ibseîi andi others, <i the' aguveabie for the 'infantry.
Coi. G. A. Shaw, laie îotiî Royal%, ant i Cpi. G. FI. C. Brooke, laie îaîh lait., re-
l)resented in uniforîn the' retireti list. Officers on the' retireti iist titight, 1 thinlc, with
alvaintage wvar "Z.I,." on theit shoutldler strapis. W~e woutithen kinow "whoiswh)"

Mr. Walimorc, "C" Co.IC., wili on the 301h January give a lecture te the
sergeanîs of the Quseen's Own on " Reconnaissances andi Outposts."

Tbank you, Ramroti, for yôuir letter in the (;AZETTI'EOr 121h1 inst Are you asking
nie what he is? I>ooh-Bah' of the' militia will fli the bill.

- ECCEI-*i1ICITIES OF TU'IE I'ERMANENT CORP'S.
WVe are always reatly te l)Oke fun ai the' militia, whether tîrban or rural, but wve

are not se îrene to give thie permanent corps in occasionai <ig in the rils wben the)-
deserve it. It is not se long ago tbat a sentuy of a permanent coups gave Ilp)bis rifle
Io the oficer of the day. Neither is it so long ago tbat 1 saw a permanent coups,
whist marching out, îiass a lirigadc.MNajor in ail his war paint without taking any
notice of hijn. Neither ks it so very long ago that a militia officer, up) for bis certifi-
cate, was askcd go counitermarch bis conmpany, thlen in coiumn l y the ]cfi.Uclie i il.
After the words, " Fiait, front, tircss," lie was asked, hy wvich flank dloéh the cenpany
take up is dressing. Il Dy the iefî, sir." "No, )-ou are wurong, it ik hy the right. '
So points wvceeteductetl front the peau ignoranîns cf a mlitiaman, andi the other
officersgo )Scot frec-hau this gratuitous notice.

11ik a man when he has madie a mistake te acknowledIge the cern, saying, l'as
you were-my mistake !"

1>EVIiCNCIES I N I NFANTRY EQUIPIENT..
Which %ould ti c soclîç scec first --a city corps, if equipipei, equippiet at the

exlenst of (tie tfficers aidmîen, oru a rural corps, which dirills once ini every twe >'car.s?
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