THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST,

143

Y

"ally, but in the cavity laid horizontnlly. Many
were as much as five-eighths of an inch in
dinmeter, but proliably increased by their cout-
ing of lime precipilate.  What had theappes-
ance of moss was lnild arownd the edges, The
egus, also petrified, lay nenr the centre of the
ueal, the larzer end of one mdjncent to the
smaller emd ctthe other.  The external dimen-
sions of the uest are 5 x 5 inches, the envily
being 3 x 35 the cgges both in size and apper-
nnce resembling o chaparrel  cock’s. The
whole weighed about two pounds, all the
inlerstiées between the sticks hnving been filled
with the enrbonate, welding them into a
homogencons stony mass. As a whole, it
greatly resembled the lava-like formation of
stalnetites generally.  ‘The species is unknown
bt the doctor thinks it belongs to a Pewee,
the eggs being almormally eularged by the
lime formation, as also the atraws, which have
the appenrance of  sticks—~ G. S, Swith,
Toondon, Ont,

Correspondence,

BIRD NOTES.,

Lo the Flitor of Tiur Canaviax Srorrsyax
AND Naroravise,

Dear Sin,~—As previously intimalald, the
Messing Quail, imported by Col. W. Rhades,
of Benmore Honse, winterad al his request, in
my aviary, were let loose at Spencer Grange
this spring. The event took place on the 20th
Muy inst.—Buckwheat their (avorite food was
strewed in the woods and the bimls cast out
free.  Yout may also be pleasetd to learn that
Col. Rhades, who retnrned home per
¢ Cireassiun™ on the 17th inst., brought oul
to Quebee, auother aupply of Sicilinn Quail,
close on one hundred, all of which he turned
loose “the wext day, at Sillery, towanls 1he
Gomin Wood, in rear of Benmore House, The
experiment wis unavoidably made lute, on
ucconnt of the backwardness ol spring, In
ordinary seasons, it might tnke place on the
1st May, 20 as to give Lhe birds a chance to
nest early amd have their young full fledged,
healthy and strong in Seplember following.
[ hope yel to hear that some of yonr publie
spiritel  Montreal sportsmen and well-to-do
citizens will try similar experiments in the
wooded amd sheltered declivities of  Mount
Roynl, whose southern aspect seems most
fuvornble for this purpose. Let us now mark

results of this spring’s operntions. As a
former resident. of Quebee, you must be well
acquainted with the dales and partieulars of
the spring wmigration of owr Canulian birds,
especinlly that of the Robin (Twrdus wiyra-
lorius), on his way Lo the ice-boumd regions of
Hudson Bay, where Sir. John Richardson,
duving the leafy months met the Robin in
such numbers.  The spring and fall migration
of binls has cver been shrowded in mystery
and the Robins are no exception to the role.
For the last twenty-two years, which [ have
spent al Spencer Grange, (as you know,) ir
the smaller halt' of Speneer Wood proper, the
spring migration in the early days of May haa
been nniform and regular, It was ditlienlt Lo
ignore even in a parliamentary or Pickwickinn
sensu the presence and loud warblings of the
two hundred feathered musiciang, who on some
occasions have, undisturbal, elected dowmieile
here in May, for two weeks on a streteh.
Night and morning, these wirfuosos poured
forth floods of wild minstrelsy, in such detinnt,
lowd, merry, lawleas tones that one wmight
have been tempted to believe the place belonged
to them—possibly as Trish (enants of the land.
The programme ran thus—nat 6 aan., o bath
in the Belle Borne Brook; at 8 a.m., the
morning hymn or performance; on the rising
of the enviain, a grand rehearsal : the exeen-
tion, superb, highly artistical—shall T say,
susthetical.  Then, a full stop—a brenk in the
song~—n rush, an invasion en masse of the
moist mewmdow adjoining the lofty pine, ash,
and maple trees which girdle the grounds. A
fow pair of Robing would cross over {o lnuch
at Woudtield, on caterpillnes, carth worms, &e.
Some jaunty baehelors whisking their tails and
wings, nccompanied by sprightv or demure,
love-sick lady-binls, lighted under the groves
of Spencer Wood, to gossip, frisk and {lirt on
the gruasy margin of' (he historic ruisseun
Suinl Denig, where more than o century ago,
the valiant Wolfe climled {o conquor or die:
the bulk of the orchestrn, possibly, accom-
panied by the fmpressario, loved to linger
the livelong day, under the leafy domes of
Spencer Grange, within reach of their bathing
gronml—the Belle Dorne Brook. Such the
usunl accompanyments of the annual northern
migration of the Robin. Nothing of the kind
this spring. The only Robins, a few pair
probably hatehed on the plnce—Ubronght Lack
by the bump of loeality or memory of places.
No spring wave of emigrants this season to
the nortlh—our way ;—another route thiough



