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ferable, liot rcquiiiçr the precision of nanagenieit essenltia',l to&
the cutting ligature. If the ligature is cut f roni tie leatiier w'ith
c'ire, it ivili a.l\w-ays admit of being tied sufflciently tig lt) but cani
xîever bc mîade to eut the coats, provided it is miade of scift Iiuck-
skin, and flot hardcîîed b dryingr it. It is less Iikcly to slip wlîen.
sonîle\vhat insecurely applied, becauise, l)eing elastic and Soft, it is
st)read over a smiall space of the 'e--sel, and alniiost inumediatcly
adher-esc by its glutinous propcrties." It lies more securely ; w~hile
the cuttingr ligature, resting on a ire lune, and hiaving neither
adlhesive properties no* the advNanita-ge of a simail vacuuni be-
tween the vessel and the ligature, as is the case with flhc fiattish
adhesive ligature, is more likcely to slip off. Besicles, as we cut
off the endis close, thiere is a rislz of ptulling theni tw'ay by an
ar.-idental jerk of flic hand. In support of these issertions, we
have to offer the experience of several vear-s' practice, during
i'hichi we have used no other than the buckskin ligature, and no
such thingr as sccondary heniorrhagrehas e\'er o-Xurrc.,d.

41We are, morcover, decidedly of the opinion tînt iii no case
-whatever have w'e hiad reason to suppose that the hea-1lingy of a
w0und, accidentai or surgical, was clelayed by oui- ligatures: w
nev'er sec anythingy of themi after their application. 'Mr. Cooper
tieci tle femioral arterv iii a female, aged eighty, wvith a ligature
of cat-gut steeped in wvater, which w~as eut close, and the wouinc
wvas healed on tlie fourth day, and muust therefore have healed bv
first intention. Iu miany cases, -%ve bel eve the cat-gut would au-
swer as wvell as tle buckskin, but w'e at-e confident tint a flattishi
ligature holds best and is miost convenient. It niay be proper to
mention that this case occurred in 1817, three years after Dr.
Fhysick's use of the leather ligature. If '«e ai-e riglit in the opini-
ion which '«e have just expressed, Dr. Physick is entiteci to the
creclit of bring-ingr into use the best ligature as to flue niaterial,
but here luis dlaimi is at an encd. 'Dr.- Plysick and Sir Astley
Cooper have shown the acîvautage of usingf a substance w'hich-
will serve as a ligature till the artery is obli terated, and be
speeclily afterward in tlue power of the absor-bents, so that they
ivi1l remove it. Vie wvill îîow. proceeci to point out our own views,
and endeavor to support them by experimient."

ft Nvil1, be observed that in ail the essentiais, the experiments
of Dr. Jamieson, undertaken for a sinlilar purpose, '«ere not
unlike those of Sir joseph Lister, repeated hiaîf a century later;
and the former at a period when so littie '«as expe-cted of the
Anierican people iii the wvay of literary productions, to say nîo-
thing of scieutifie research, tlu.at one of Bugland's famious crities
alsk<ed, "\'Vho reads an Anerican book?"


