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Ail tiiese are stili questions on sonie of w'hichi the evidence is
sulficienitly positive to leaive but littie douht, whîle on others
there are'so many thecories that Nvc are left tu chocos%- whlat mlay
best suit the resuits of our owi) observations, if not, indecd, our
caprice or fancy.

'b tic chenîîst and thierapiletlst thiese are certainly interesting
and practical cq uestions. ]3efore the plîysiologrist and pathologrist
still others of equal importance lonli up. Wlîiat a-ce the (lifferent
ste1)s in the process by mvhichi an atoni of ironi, in cither a food
or clrug, becomies ultimiately an ingredient of tic liemglocbin of
aý corpuiscle, anci wlîat lhave been the dyniiaic processes withi
which it lias -associated itself up, 19 this point? Agi,\htis
its final destination ancd disposai ? WVithi w'at iiaterials lias it
been con-ibined, andi what for-ces lias it grenerateci anci niodified
by the timie it lias finishied its course ? Whtaccouints for its cils-
appearance uîuler certain abnormial conditions, and why does the
train of synîptons which we witniess arise under thiese circuni-
stances ?

Again, these are facts, tlîeories, hiypotiieses and specculatio;is
wvhichi we are bouini ta consider, andi, in the lighlt of aur own
reason andi juclgnieît, to determîniie.

But wliile w~e are thankful for ail the lighylt that cani be shed
o11 these problenis, and, as niemibers of a cultureci profession, are
inipelled ta continue their investigation, vet ta the clinician thieir
solution is flot essential. Wlîether lus pathi be flooleci witli the
brighitness of midday or shroudecl in IEgyptian clarknless, lie mlust
stili walk on iii it. Whien, iii the records of professional litera-
turc or in the acquirenients of bis ow'n î)ersoîual exl)erienice, cer-
tain nîceans have associateci themiselves with. consequent legitimiate
ends, it is bis plain duty ta a(Iapt the one ta the otlier. And,
again. where the means hiave been to a clegree inaclecituate, on the
introduction of what appeals ta his reason as of a hligher probable
powver, lie niust cletermine the claini. The clinician niust nlot
allow- hinîseif ta be cliverted too far into the by-pathis of knowT-
lcdge, lest lie beconie t-iniorous andi undecided. The locornotive
engineer, wlio knlows the nianagement of his engine iii suchi a
way as ta start it, reg-ulate its speeci andi stop it, sa that lie vill
constantly carry bis train ta its destination on tinie andi without
accident andi witb the accomplishimenit of ail that is expected of
im at the terinii anci at the wray-stations, is but littie the l)Ctter

for a conîplete knowrleclge of ithe country throughi whichi lie
travels; of the industries of the towns at which. lie stops; of the
inechanical andi pliysical forces wvhich tIle the niovenients of bis
engine: or of the niatheinatical rules which govcrn the construc-
tion of flic road.

:3.15


