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"éﬁa te have oniy
6 otficial organs of the French Government
‘ Q,qiy too eager to undeceive the world as
Ao:thgtaskiand objeot of the Qommission called to-
to.inquire into the conditions of the Imperial
She has no

f = it ’ ;
orfy: S France ig ot going to dissrm. S|
iftention” whatever to reduco her land or gea forces

yione siogle man, An fncrease of the Reserve, &

maobpiization of the National Guard, may ke in con-

./ lemplatton but the 400,000 of the standing army
.- are'deemed to.bs rather below than absve the mark,

'Bnd people must prepare rather for an increase than
“for o reductivn in the*war budget, The example of
France would leave little choice for the policy of
ather Powers, if these nerded apy slimulus in their
military preparations. Bat the mania for ¢ big bat-
tnlions’ has spresd to all Sietes, large and small. —
Rum? in swelling ker racke by 300,000 recroits;
Pruseis is organizing four new corps; Austrin 8
remedélling and reformicg ; everywhere new weapons
are tested, vew systems discussed. The artof killing
threatens to bzcome the exclusive indesiry of Europe.
~~Times.

. The Empezor is awzre of the defects in the existing

pystem of organization iz France, and of the superior-
ity for & military natios of that ot Prussia. [He haz
profoundly studied tke lattor, and from the ndmira-
tion which Le exprosses of itin his published ensay,
¢ Military Organization of France! it would not be
surprieing if bia plaa were based upon it. In that
paver, afier explaining the peculiar organizstion of
tke Prussian army after tbe defeat of Jens, he ob-
gerves that the important question is to light upon an
orgenization which ghail furnizh at the moment of
dsnger thontands upon thousands of disciplined
men ; and which duoring peacs shall press lightly on
the Budger, nud Geprive industry of a3 {few bands ag
pessible, 'This dificnlt question is, in his opinion,
dolved ‘meterisily and morally’ by the Pruasian
Aystem ; for not orly is it udvantegeots ia & military
point of view,but it i3 worthy of admiration on
tigher grouuds, for it ramoves every barrier between
tie citizen end Lie soldier, and it exalts the senti
ment of each individval by making him saderatand
that bis firat daty is ibe Gefence of his country, In
thiz consisted the difterence beiweea the landwekbr of
Pcossia and the Naliopal Guard of Frapce. In the
fermer it wes the whole people who were armed for
the defence of tbe couniry; in the latiter it wag
merely the bourgeoisie, for the Gefence of their per.
gonal interesis. Ths bourgeolsie do uct esem to
stand very hLigh in the estimation of their Sover-
eiga.

*Napoleon I.,in whoese hoad 8l great thoughts
bhad their germ (his nephew recounts iz the sume
easay), bad uot 253 than 20 draughts of a plan for
forming three baps of the National Guard read in the
Qoureil of State, Hvents prevented him from execut.
ing his desiga ; and, obliged to sttend to other ob.
jects, b saw this plen escape bim which he kuew to
e ealculated to save Francy from all reverses. He
used to 8sy to ths Courncil of State ¢ Carry out ibe
baos of tbo National Guard; !eteasch citizen know
hia o3t in case of nced, Let M, Cambaceres, who is
pitticg there, bo ready to taks up biz musket when

one businesa—to

were triad by the Paris Agsize Court in' 1832 on two
charges, Which brought, them .within the 291at arti-’

| ole of the Penal Oode—firat for bolding vnatthorized

meetings consisting ‘of mors than twenty persons;
gecondly, for outrages on’ public morais, The trial,
which excited much interest in Paris, and even in the
Departments -lasted two.days. The accueed wece
found guilty by the jury, and Enfantin 'and Duvey-
rier sentenced to one year's imprisonment and 100f
fine, and two others to 50f, but without imprison.
meut. : :
The Liondon Pall Muli Gazelie contaios the fol-
lowing :— .

i [t ia & ourious iJlustration of the strange notions
prevalent in France in reference to the Emperor Na-

n story that he.has been desd & fortnight, and was
pergonated at tho review on Monday by a well-
known tent maker. ‘There are three men in Paris,
it seems, who very closely resembie bis Majesty—
one heing the tent meker in question, another a
wood-rapger in the Bois de Boalogne, aud the third
the keeper of & dancing-room st Mouni Parnasse.”

ITALY.

PrepyoNt — Florence, Nov, 9.—At & time when
the finapcisl future of Italy certainly looks gloomy
ecough, and when soms bright aud hopeful sign ie
greatly wanted to dispel iil omened rumors and des-
pounding acticipations, few things could atfsrd greater
gatisfaction to ber frisads and more ressonable coun-
fidence to capitalists than a complete reform in the
administration and in the system of accounts here in
force. The excess of Governmen: servants is a ery-
ing evil, - )

The pumber of clerks in the Itelian public offices
ig incredible to any who have not actuslly ascertain-
ed it. There are Europeen countries with & popula
tion haif 88 large again as Italy which have a much
ivss numerous administrative steff, Oae bas but to
look at the grent officia! hives out of which at cer-
tain hours the mingled bees and dronesdo swarm—
the Iatter, it i3 to be feared, not uafrequently in the
majority.

Then the Piedmontess system of mccounts has
been spread throughout Italy, in moat cases replac-
ing better ones. Herein Tu3jesny, under the old
Government, accounis were kept by double entry,
and excelleatly well kept, In the Kingdom of the
Two Sicilies, whatever the corruptions &nd vices of
the Bourbon Government the public acceunts were
at least eo kept that the Finance Minister could at
any moment aseertain hia position, which is very
far indeed from being the case with the Finance
Ministers of Victor Emmanuel. The high prices
maintained by the Neapolitan funds spoke in favour
of tbe finaneial aystem of that kingdom. Your
Nagles correspondent can set me right it [ am apesk.
ing from erroneous information in giving this much
credit toa Government in inany respecis €0 und-
praizeworthy. In [taly, asat presen! erganizad, no
finasce Minister ever knows his exsct position.—
The spectacle presented by each geoueman who jo
turn assumes the reins of the department i3 that of 5
hapless Ay hopelessly stcuggiing ia the teogled web
of a vast circumlocution oflice. Fnapes Ministers
frequencly cbange in Italy,abd the reasor is obvious.
No maa could long hold such aa office and live.

I: may seem incredible when told of & country of
whosge financial straits we hear and koow so machk;
but it is cevertheless o fact thas important bratches

the danger,is imminént, and then you will have a | of 1he revenue are kabjtually greater in arcenr simply
natica built up of solid massary, and capsble of de- | by reason of the defective Bystem of administration

fying time and mez. ! am intraciab'e on the quce.
tion of sxerapiions—cxemption is & c¢rime; how can
you bave the conscience to force one man to bekilled
16 the detriment of the owber ? I am not quile aure
Lat I should exempt my own son’

Prince Napoleon ie provably much nearer than ae

dreams of to the commeatary of facts upon the policy
he favored when he declared at the dinner-tabls of
hig friend—M- Emile Girardin—ihat Austria ought
10 be stamped out of existence a3 a Power frniendiy
to the Holy See, that the Catholic Choreh must be
gwept away, and that France ought to side with
Pruesia ns the fatherland of ¢ the great Luther."—
When the two great military Powers of Northern
Rurope ehall unfurl their banner, and et slip the
dogs of war, i3, of couirse, a secret they will'’keep to
themselves until the kour for action arrives, That
they mean mischief i3 demonstrated by the new levy
of four hundred thousand recruits in Russia. The
influence of Epgland, except for the purposo of in-
citing rebellion and encouragiog revolution on the
continent, baving becoms & matter of history, we
suppoae the Pruzso-Muscovite conspirecy will let us
alone, except 80 far as interference may be necessary,
to push sside our pretensions to ‘rule the waves' in
the Mediterranean. But the French Empire had
Letter look 10 its defences. As Sadowa two great
blows were struck, and the victor annihilated at the
same wmoment Austrian supremacy in Germony, and
French ascendancy on the Continent, We said so
on the insiant, and we do not in the least apprehend
that time will show we were wrong.—~Weckly Regis-
ier,

Toulon, Nov. 10.—~The French iron-clad squadron
has received orders to bo in readiness for sailing on
the 28th inst. It is siated that the squadron wili
briag back the French troops fzom Roma.

The Monde, of Paris, the principal organ of the
French Catholie party, stetes that the Pope will not
jeave Rome unless forced to do 80 by a popular de-
monstration, and then proceeds o say : ¢ Lvery cona.-
try would receive Pius IX. But Pius IX is not

. simpiy & king wko seeks an asylum; wherever he
resices there will he govern the Church. The
Sovereign Pontiff will proceed to the country where
he expects to enjoy the greatestliberty. And it many
(atholics now bave their ayes on England, it is be-
caose England has often served as an asylum to the
victims of fate or circumstances. She alone has pre.
perved the right of asylum, that ancient privilege
of the Oatholic ages. In 1791 and 1792 she received
the members of the French clergy who were driven
by tte storms of the Revolution upon her coasts, and
treated them generously. Recollections of this kind
are not efaced. Owing to the absence of the sys-
tems of centratization which obtain in other Zuro.
pean brates, Malta, although a British pessession, ig
yet an Italian and a Oatholic country. Pius IX
would, by residing there, be as close ag possible to
the States of itbe Oburch. It possesses a friendly
population. Spain and France, owing to their revo-
lations, are no longer in & positian to receive the
Sovereign Pontiff. Every inch of their territories
ace under the authority of Government, In former
days, the towns, tke communities, being posseszed of
govereign rights, bastened to welcome the exiled

. Popes. In the fourth ceniury tho Papacy sought re.
fuge in Avignon. But that territory no longer be-
longs toit, All despoiled a8 he ia, tbe Pope is still
a powerful guest, and one who would cause a good
deal of anxiety 10 mapy governments, In order to
enter into Spain or France, he would require a per-
mit. He enters, it may be said, into; Malta of his
owa right, and & special law would bo required to
expel him.

Parig, Nov. 12, -~ M, Charles Duveyrier, whose
neme was §0 promigently before the public some
thirty-four years ago az one of the chiefs of the St.
Simonians, died on Saturday., The pontiff of the
gect, Pere Enfantin, died just two years ané a half
ago. Bt Simonieosism) which filled a large space in
the evedts which troubled the early years of the Or-
leans Government, is now completely forgatten; and
the survivers o! the enthnsiastic Brotherhood of
Menilmontant, whose ambition waa to found s new
religion and to chenge the moral character of the
world, have cooled down into ordinary mortals,
cured of their ancient fervor, shrewd, and calculating
and worldly ; living like people wko never dreamt
of changing the face .of society, and never allowing
gelf-denial to interfere with the chances of material
proaperity. M. Duveyrier was one 'of those who
with tte pontiff or !pere as Enfantin loved to de-
sigoate himaelf-and sz bis disciples designated bim,

and collection. At the preseut moment thisz iz the
case with the meome-tax, which bas pot been got 12
gince the fira% balf of 1865, The expense of collect-
ing many of the taxes i3 vastiy greater than jt should
be.

ITaLiaN ProzpEriTY,—A letter in the Daily News
gives us the following picture of the bappy conditien
rcalised in Italy. * The cost of liviag in Italy oas,
eisewhors, immensely increased—free (?} Govern-
ment 18 everywhere expensive Governmeni—the ac-
quisition of unity hes largely added to the ordinary
expenses of free Government in Italy. To heavy
taxation has now come a forcec loan, and the issue
of ten millions steriing of paper money. The ma-
nager of a lerge concern at Miian told me that Gnder
the Austrians his taxes were 600 fianca a year; last
year they had risen io 6,000 fraucs ; this year he has
16,000 franca to pay.

The Nazione of Nov,, 4 auaocnces thet an official
from the Ministrv of Finance at Rome has gone to
Paris to treat upon the gquestioo of the Pontifical
debt.

Frorexce, Nov. 12.—Intelligence received here
from Rome states that it has been decided at a secret
Consistory that if the Pope be obliged to quit Rome
he will geek an asylum in Malta. The ecclesiastical
anthorities of that island bave received semi-official
notification of this decision.

Roue Nov. 11.—Mr. Gladstone Las writien a let.
ter to the official journal denying the account of his
jnterview with the Pope published by the Corriere
Haliano and other journals,

The news published by some Continental jonroals
of & hogtile manifestation made by the Romar Le-
gion on the occasion of its receiving the Fontifical
flag is entirely devoid of foundation.

Trae PonTiFcaL DzBr. —The Opunione of Florence
gtates that the negotiations which are peading be-
tween the French and Italian Governments had not
advanced a step in consequence of 8 want of secord
on the subject of arrears of inierests, France per-
pists in demanding that the Governwment of Florence
should take to ita charge, in addition to its share of
the Pontifical debs, based on the proportion of the
population, the 1nterest from tihe date of the an-
nexation until the present day. The Italian Govern-
ment which has never refused to come to an accord
relative to the Roman debt, simply obszerved that it
did not think itself obliged to take the arrears to its
charge.

I open my letter to add that wehave another
gleam of hope. 1t lies in the matter of the pontifical
debt. Italy agrees to pay seventeen millions a year
at the debt of the Provinces, but sLe will not pay the
arrears of the same, Italian patriotsm is very
strong, and it would take muck blood 10 get together
eighty-five millions of francs— to be handed over to
the Papal Governmentin order to streogthen its
means of. defence againat Italy. But Fraoce says
zhe will not go from Rome if the deb: is not paid.—
So that here is -apother chance that Mr. Gladstone,
Lord Russell, and the reat of tne non-Catholic visi-
tors will pe bauiked of the sport which the Z%mes has

romiged them, Itissaid that Mr., Gladstone has
called on the King of Naples. Believing Mr. Gilad-
stone to be 8 gentleman, [ disbelieve the repcrt.—
Cor. of Weekly Register. .

Kinepor oF Napries.~It would appesr impossible,
says the Monde, that in the middle of the nineteenth
century, in the midst of civilised Europe, such ex-
cesses could bs committed as those of which the
Piedmontese Government ig guilty at Palermo,—
Every day new facta come to light, We wera aware
that some poor fellows had been beaten in the quar-
ter of the Questina, ia order that disclcsures might
be wrung from them. It i kniwn now, that there
were priests and monks ameng them, whbo had been
arrested either on suzpicion, or on the information of
the first comer. They were subjected to most bar-
barous treatment, before they wers taken to the Vi-
caria. Tho sacristan of the monsastery of the Sette
Angeli was shot on the 22nd, on the entry of the
troops, being suspected of having taken partic the
revolt. The unfortunate man bad lain hidden during
the six days fighting. The steward of the same
convent had his head broken with a blow from a
crosier’; "the {nuns were.mercilessly and brutally
driven out.

of the guppression of the religioua houses; is posaible ;-
but it is & calumny to sy that it was’ or ganised in
the convents, There are more convents in Sicily

poleon, that among the workingmen of Parig there ie-

- ‘That the rebellion waé‘pnrtly the consequence |{.

than in any other ‘eountry, - In, consequence of the
French .invasion, and atthe time of.the Cisalpine
and Parthenopzan republics, “religious corporations
were abolished over almost the whole of the rest'cf
Italy. ' The revolution did not extena to Sicily; it
was in that country alone that they remained intaot 5

present day ; they are connected with & great number
of various interests, and thousands of every rank in
iife draw their means of support from convents alone.
Wkhen these poor people perceived that they were
ruined in consequence of the - suppresssion of the
convents, they took up arms at once along with tbe’
other insurgents, preferring to meet desth in the
shape of & bullbt, than endure the cruel sufferings of
destitution, and see their families starve to death.
This is oue cadse of the rising, and as long as the
Gevernment keep on the plundering game, Sicily
will slways be a lotbed of insurrection, and the
m ost festering sore of unjucky uniied Italy, Itis
well-known that the Capuchins and Franciscans
distribute soup and bread dally emong all the poor
who present themszelves, Who willfeed all these
people now ? Who knows how meny of them will
not die of buyger ? Nor is thia all ; the monka are
actually forbidden to wear their ordinary dress, and
ali thoge who belong to the districts of the Icterior
have been ordered te leave Palermo, and repair to
their homes Such i8 tha meaning of liberty under
the Piedmontese Government. A monk is not even
free to choose his own domicile.

Another writer describing the atrocities of tne
Piedmontese mercenarcios, saya: —

“ Unhappily, such are our *daily instapces' ic Pa-
lermo. My own suais, aged and venerable ladies
and vowed nupy, were dragged foreibly from their
monaatery, sad, without aay regard to their high
rank and advanced age, driven into the punblic
streets. They took refuge witk my matber, ané i
found them thers with my sisiers, prayisg io the
family chape! tor the mercy cf God on their ezemles
and their uohappy country. [ called ona friend
later io the day, sod wiile we were talking, there
paseed a convoy of forty noble nuns, egcoried by
soldiers, who were corducting them as if they khad
been malefactors, snd with as little respect, to the
monsastery of Sta, Rosslia. Ths people, at this sight, |
trembled with anger, and I expected every moment
that a revolt would b cak out.

“ Ag for the arceats, perquisitions, and fusillations,
I do notattempt to relate them. The prisons are
full to overffawing, nad it will be impossible for me
to remaln above a few days, ag, being & noble, itis
certsin that [ should be denounced as ‘a clerical’ or
& Bourbnonist. "

We.- profess & total want of any gympathy with
ibe Sicilians, Taey wera always rsbelling against
tbe Bourbons, and they theew up their hats for Ga.
ribaldi whez hig buccanzering expedition landed at
Palermo by the jufamous aid of the British Admiral.
They helped grently 6 the ravolationising of Dualy
acd the agyprandizement of the House of Savoy. We
warned them atihe time that they would find the
little finger of the Usurper heavier than the loins of
their Jawful King. Among every order and class in
the igland there wag disloyalty, and they are now
payicg dearly for it. Tney bave been taught the
dilfereuce between ' Bomba’ and Tromba, and they
evidently repent of their former turbulence, treachery
and ireasoun, They find by hitter experience that
¢ United italy’ does not impiy Sicilisn bappiness;-—
and that, in overturning the Baurbon dynas'y, they
have exchanged a mild regime for a ferocious tyran-
ny. Victor Smmanuel wiil extinguish their volcanic
fice wish tbeir own blood, and ta prepare Europs for
this, he employs kis Commissioner to ilbel them.—
Vieelcly Register.

SWITZERLAND.

Acother anti.Catholic quarrel seems spriagicg up
in Switzerland. The following intelligence reaches
us by a telegram dated Beroe, Thursday. °Com-
plains heving been made aguinst the Goveroment
of Valais on account of Jesuits having been em.
ployed in that canton, the Federal 3overnment has
notified its intecntion of sending Federal commission-
ers into Valias unfess an explanation be forthcoming
withip ten days.’

AUSTRIA.

It is now beyond all doubt that an attempt was
lately made upon the life of the Emperor of Austria
at Prague. The assassin i3 a tailor, and the motive
i3 undetstood to be political.  Though Count Bis.
mark hes trampled upon Prussian libertiesand Ger-
man rights, and upon all occasions hinted defiance
and contempt at the German Liberals and republi-
cans, yet they excuse his misdeeds because they say
that he is doing their work better and more effzcts
ually than they could do it themielves, by destroy-
ing Conservatism and uprooting the principles of
loyalty, order and legality in Germany.  But they
hate the Emperor of Austria, because his policy
ig repugoant o their views. Itis the man who
makes war upon false pretences, upon Throones, ex-
pels dynasties, plunders, and foreibly levies upon in-
dependent states, that does the work of the Revolu-
tionists while be fiatters himself that be js creatiog
s great empire, snd the Revclutionists bear with
pim and applaud bim, knowing that he is mortal,
and that, when his sun hes set, their day wiil begin
to dawn. But they cannot abide the reapecter of
others' righta, the conservator of order and the oppo-
pent of aparchy ; and, while they cheer the Prussian
Premier, they plot against the life of the Emperor
of Austria. Fortunately on thie the second oeca-
gien, when 8o foul an attempt was made, & British
gubject chenced to be present and to avert the blow,
Onthe first occasion, many years ago, ang early in
the troubled career of Francis Joseph, it was &n
Irishman—now Oonnt O'Donel—who saved his life ;
and on the late occasion a similar good fortune has
befallen an Englishmasn, Mr. Palmer, who seized the
assadzin while presenting bis loaded pistol at the
unsuspecting Emperor. It has been reported thst
the assagsin ig inssne, but his manner was not that
of a lunatic; on the contrury, he seems to have
taken his measures with great deliberation and to
‘have fixed upon a time and place {when the Emperor
was leaviog the theatre) most suitable to his purpose
‘and most likely to favor bis own escape,— Feekly
R:grster.

VisnNa, Nov. 11.—The semi official Vienna Jour-
nal of to-day publishes a leading articie on the
aituation of affairs in the East,in which'it says :—

* Austris cannot but look upon apy attemptat a
forcible revolution with sorrow and anxiety, Itis
to be hoped that the united action of the parcenbly
disposed Powars of Europe will suffice to maintain
peace in the interior of Tarkey.. At .he same time it
is clear that every Cbristian countity would hesitate
to proceed by compulsory or warlike mensures
againgt the Christian populations of the Turkish em-
pire.  Austria especially is able only to employ
earneat represeatations and peaceful meditation whea
peace is endangered in the Hast. This coursaig
necesaitated,not only by motives of justice and policy
bat also by the afipity of race which exists between
gome of the Austrian populations and their kiesmen
on Turkish territory.’ .

The article then advises the Porte to yield to the
demands of Servia, and adds: — )

¢ The hest solution of the Eastern question wonld
probably be the maintensuce of the tje uniting the
Obristian population with the Tarkish Government,
which wonld not interfére with their iandepsndence
at home, and yet would secure that independsnce
againgt aggression from abroad. If the Christian
race3 could be moderate in their demands, and if the
Porto would adopt to politic course of letting those
whom it can no loager retain under it deminjon
depart without & struggle, dangers threatening to
shnks the peace of ‘Euarope might be averted or, at
least, cosfined 1o the disaffected country.’ ’

, RUSSIA.
The publication of an edict ordering a general

levy in Russia, by which 400,000 men will be added

‘to tke Russian army and {he marine,

they form the principal wealth of that country at the |-

' be . likewize in-
creaged, has produced no small sensation on the
Oontinent; and especially In France. Ooupled with
the rnmour of an alliance between the courts of Ber-
lin'and St. Petersburg, this levy is- thought tobe.
mo#t 'menscing to the peace of Earope.

The correspondent of the Globe writes :—

' The levy for her army is not the only measure of
s warlike character Russis has taken. She has 8o
gtationed Inrge masses of her troops that they could
be collected near her extreme western frontier in 8
very soort time ; sha has hesides, ea I unnderatand,
already 100 000 men armed with, and practised io
the uee of, breech loedera ; and she is getting more
such guns, and is drillig more mea to the handling
of them every week.’

SIOILIAN SANCTUARIES.
THE CHURCHES OF PALERXO,

Tag Norman churches in Sicily form an epoch in
the history of ecclesiastical architecture,  whose
connection with preceding and subszquent phases
may be interestlagly traced. Itself a link between
the Byzsatine acd Roman, with decided features of
the Saracenic, this severely beautiful and noble style
fills imposingly the interval between those Dasilica
types and the highest development of Christian
expression in nrcbitecture,—the Medimval Germanic
or Gothic, In western Europe, with the aole exception
of Venice, the Constantinian Basilica bad been
exclusively followed from its Roman model; for
for eight centuries befors Siciiy, under her Roman
rulers, first displayed the and harmonious nnien
of the acute arch und or. ementation borrowed from
the, Mosque, with the leading features of both tke
Byzantine and Roman temple, the nave and wisles
conforming to the latter, the inner and more sacred
part, comprising ttanszpls, tribuag, hemicycles, or
apzes, to the former type, as, not urmbaturally, ibe
Greek still predominated in this jsland over the
Roman infiuence. Here may that disputed questico,
the origin of the poianted arch, be considered with
ample illugtration, as, frem A.D. 331 to the begin~
ning of tke elevenih century, the Arabs left & sue-
cengion of monuments presenting that form after-
wards adopted by the Normans and dominant till the
middle of the fourteenth century, when, singularly
enough, this characteriatic feature was abandoned 18
Sicily two centuries and 2 balf earlier than in the
rest of Europe! We msy be surprised by finding
gsuch an authority es Agincourt in doubt whe-
ther the Pointed arch reaily was intreduced into
Sicily by the Arabs or by the Normans imitating
the structures of the former; and thia learned
critic goes 8o far 23 even to suggest that, in the
Saracenic palace, Lin Zisa, it may -possibly have
been added by later occupanta after the Conguest,
though a feawure so conspicucus, both iz the interior
and exterior of the beautiful buildiog se called,
happily preserved with all its Oriental tichness of
mouldings and fretwork, near Palermo, Turaing to
the Ohristina temples of the Normans, we fiad, in
tbeir primitive 8iate, o simplicity now tosa degree
impaired by additions, though, generally spesaking,
ecclesiastical antiquities in Sicily have auflered far
jess from the modernization of recent times than
those in Italy. Only one altar origmally stood in
these Siculo-Normua sapotuaries, cccupying the
central of the three apses invariably opeming from
the transepte ; and thus wae prezerved a singleness
and concentration in the sscred action, as iz its lo-
cality, very difierent from the confuced, overloaded
arrangemonts, the countless altars, tecundant acd
often tusteless decoreticn jn modern Italinn courghas.
The celebration af the the Bucharistic Sacrifice being
thus confined to one spot, the idea of localized
ganctily was perhaps more impressively coaveyed.
The singie sacred table being in the central apse,
toat on the right served for the digconicum, or tabie
of sacramensal vessels; that on the left for the pro-
tasis, wtere the offeringsof bread and wine wers
deposited when still made by the faitbful, true to the
observances of primilive Christianity. Not only
she acute arch (yet unknown in other Kuropean
countries,” save where intrcduced by Moslem con-
querors), but the rich Arabesque work among ac-
cessories of mosaic or moulding, was a Saracenic
feature that continued conspicucus is the Norman
structares for the most part raised in Sicily by an-
tive artists, whom Serradifalco supposes exclusively
employed by the new masters of this island. Poli-
ticaily assimilated to the rest of the Greek empire
from the time of Belisarius's triumph over the Ostro-
goths, Sicily became in like manner unpited ecclesi-
astically with Constantinople ; so that, after the
final separation of the Byzaniine and Roman church
gystems, she, too, remained schismatically gevered
from Rome, the Greek rite alone performed at her
altars, and all connection with La‘in Okristianity,
by worship or discipline, suspended.

At the transitioa poini that brought back Sieily,
through means of the Norman, outof the Qriental
into the western family of Ohristisn Europe, two
stylea by natoral historic result, became blended in
her sacred architecture, alike evincing her Greekand
Roman relations. Of this the earllegt example is in
the church beyond the wells of Palermo, 3. Giovan-
i d¢’ Leprosi, the first raised by the Normans here,
1081, where we Bee the principal body, or nave, at a
lower level, the inmer, or trsnsept, raised by steps,
with three apees and cupolas precisely as the same
features are found in all c.nspicuous 8icilian churches
that rose ot brie! intervals in the years succsediog
that of St. Michele, buils by Robert Guiscard, 1077,
between Palermo aond Cerminmi {now aruin), the
cathedrals of Osfaln. Messina, Palermo (the Iast
raised 1185), the abbey of Monreele, 1174, and (ear-
lieat undar the kings) the Palatine chapel at Palar-
mo, begun about 112y, complete in 1132, when it
was declared & parpchial church, In the last are
singularly apparent and striking in eff:ct, the blend.
iug ard opposition of two principles, nave and aisles
here eonforming to the Rowan type, with only Latin
epigraphs to the mogaic figures and groups clothing
their walls, while the elevated and more sacred part
retaing Greek characterisiics, with Greek inscriptiona
to all its mosa‘cs.

Never shall I forgst the religious awfuloess which
impresees like the announcement ofa Presence and
Myatery, on first passing the threshold of that palatine
chapel raiged by the piety of Rugiero, the first Norman
king. Witbout vastness in scale, is here attained ail
the eflect of grandeur and solemnity, in striking
proof how vain the theory that seeks aublimity in the
proportions instead of the expression architectural
forms are capable of conveying., That twilight
dimness and antique magnificence, that gorgeous
gloom and wealth of symbolism, raise to a sense of
the rupernatural end spiritual ; while the light from
those nurrow palated windowa reflacied on the field
of gold, and quaint, but majestic, mosaic figures, only
allowa to distirguish gradually tha rich and graceful
deteils, and the lotiy, peculiary stilted archea carry
the eye a long mazy lines to the fretted ceiling, whose
pendant stalactites of fairp-like chiselling, complete,
in the whole sz2cred acene, & character of Oriental
dreamlike grandeur. Along the marvellous surface
of tha: roof, is carried, over twenty. coffers, the Arabic
inscription, 1n letiers like those of the celebrated
dalmatic of King Rugiero, now at Nuremburg ; and
round the drum of the cupoln is & Greels epigraph,
recording the erection, with the year of the world,
6651, auswering (by Byzantine computation) to A D.
1143. Similarfy to the intention carried out more
fully at Monreale; we see hore the illustration of the
entire argument of revesled religion in » vast mosaic
series, representing the history of the (1d Testament,
iu the nave; the Apostolic Acts, in the aisles;
archangels, patriarcks, prophets, and martyra, in the
cupola; and the holiest peraonages of evangelio
atory 1n the tribune and apaes, the ceuiral of which-
contains the colossal figure of the Bavionr giviag ben-
ediction ; while the triumphal arch presents, above the
altar, the Aunuaciation, Below the principal-in that

apee are the Virgin, 8t, Peter, and Mary Magdalene ;

'| divided the proceeds with the agents.

" Obarity labor in‘these With no' other compengatio

but thus infroduced by departare from. the earliegt
traditione of Norman charch art, which required
tbat St. Petershould occupy the right,’ 8t- Paul the
left apee lateral to that filled by tbe Saviour's imag.,
St. Poaul:remalng in the usual: location here; and
Serradifalco shows that thg group, under the prin.
cipal figure, muat bave been added in the fiftecnth
ceniury, when a window, formerly opening from thig
racess, was built up ;-and the figure of St, John the -
Baptist was then placéd in the right apse instead of
Si. Peter, now brought, ss we Bee, intg unusng]
proximity with the Virgin and Magdalene in the
gronp, Of about the same period also must be the
figures of St. Gregory and St. Sylvester, which alone
in this inner secticn of the buildisg, bave Latin, nct
Greek, names inscribed. Romauld of Salerno, men.
tioning certain mosnijca executed in this chapel undep
William 1., may allude to thogsein the nave; bus the
figures in the sacctuary, at least, must be aseribed
to Rugiero I —an origin confirmed by their resem.
blance to those in the Cefalu cathedral, ag well gg
by the Greek inscription under the cupola, More.
aver, by & paasage describing this interior, in a ger.
mor, preached within these walls before Rugiero, by
Theophanes Ceramicus, & Greek monk, whe callg gi-
tentioh to the mosaics and to the profuee bangingg
of silk, interwoven with gold, that edora their spp.
face This royal chapel, the only sanctuary of jig
date in Sicily preserved to tbis day in the origing]
state, quite intact, was crurecrated by the Palermi.
tan archbishop in 1140, and is epoken of by Rugierq
in & diploma of the same year, with profession of hig
pious motives in founding i¢--" ecclesinm summy
devotione febricari fecimus," Under the pious King
Willinm 1I., the Archbishop of Gualtierc erected the
Catheral of Palermo, in its original form probably
more magnificent than the present, since additiong
and taseless alterations bave impaired the pure No;.
man of that ptistine gonstruction.

WoosvER hag sizpence is scverirgn over all mep—.
to the extent of the sixpence ; he commands cook g
feed him, philosophers to teach him, kings 10 mount
guard over him, to the extent of sixpence,— Carlye,

When i3 a fish like & bird 2~Wken it ¢takes 5
fly.? .

To be employed i3 to be bappy.— Gray.

UNITED STATES.

Wiil you be so good a3 to take & glance at oyp
daily papers in any great commercial centre ? Take
our own Republican  Democrat and  Tunes, Thege
papars go well isto every family ; it i3 understoqd
they are read snd are meani to be read by every one
that reads. Their publishers, their editors, are mep
of great social respectability, fatbers of familjeg
themzelves. You can pass over the advertisermenig
if you please, and come to the reading matier for
which these editore and publiskers are  ditectly re.
sporsible, You zee what prominence 13 gfvén to
what fz given to what is called the * Local Depart.
ment’ of thess sheets, What are these paragraphs?
Nothing but a careful coliection of all the ssandsls
of the town. Itis evident that their writers know
that they are addressing a community to whom the
fow amoure of thieves and prostitutes, the dronken
quarrels and dissclute adventures of street walkerg

the proceedings of the police courts, and detais of
every divorce suit, are of primary interest. Tor it
i3 to those things that the local columns are almesg
wholly given up. The newa i principally contain.
ed, you observe, in a telegraphic summary ; intereats
which are moulding civilization, are dismissed with
8 paragraph; but the man who wields the seis.
sor3 will give-up whole colnmns 10 the datails of 5
prize fight, a murder, a scandelous trial, or & dotect.
ed intrigue, The most obscene recitals, you observe,
seem to be carefully Ieid aside for the Sunday edizion
that being particularly the family paper,~tho issue
which the father will bave most time to read, and
which the wife and children are sure to ges. Lok
over these daily Americun newspapers, apnd ask
yourseif, does she people, which by its demand, cre-
ates this supply of daily reading,—~dces it honor iig
women and children?  What care for purity, what
love of ali those virtues whose sweet fragrance at
the family hearth alope meke his life telerable, have
those fathers, think you, that bring to the fire-side
and calmly see in the hands of their virgin daugh:
ters such fifthy sheets as these, What should chj.
valry do amongst a people such a3 this ? If our boyg
and gir's and our women, are to know the town and
its vices through the mneans of the press az well a3
any billiard marker or bar keeper in the place, ia
what do they need the protection of the strong arm

the reverenca of the honest heart? Think von that
this rising generation cannot hold its ewn ? ™ Do you
suppoae that play actors and persoug who malke their
living as buffoons are to have a delicacy of sentiment
in regard to our yousg women, which 13 scouted by
the conductors of the daily press? I our young
women are to he initated into an intimate knowledgs
of all these things the ignoramce of which was
hitherto regardel as the grace of girlheod and
youth,—if their delicacy of sentiment is to hs dis.
regarded daily, and ignorance of vice and crime to bs
made impossible, and & knowledge of the world to
be the precocious accomplishment of every school
boy and of Miss in her teens, why make any outery
because the negro minstrals satirize & few girls, who
have been before the public in these very papers, asd
whose every day associates crowd the plage to gee
them taken off, and regard the whole burlesque ss T
the best thing of the season 7 —St. Louis Guardian.

New Yonx, Nov. 23.--The Herald's Washington
telegran saye; The investigation going on by the
Retrenchment Oommittee has developed facts which
implicate parties cccupying high and influential posi-
tions under Goverzmeut in cotton trauds. A great
deal of fraud, more than was at first supposed, hes
been practised upon the Government and on the
citizens of the South by cotton agents who were in
the habit, of confiscating large quantities of cotton in
the name of the Government, and after it bad re-
maiged on their bands for a ghort time, they would
tura it over to an outsids party who so'd it and

Tne Comrmiasioners announce that the Amarican
canals are to he closed on the 12tk Dec. .

It is reported that an arrangement has been mads
between the government of France and the United
Buates, that & tract of tercitory in Mexico shsll be
devoted to French colonization. It 15 also stated
an arrangement hag bean agreed upon thet French
bondholders shall not be disturbed in their righta.

New Yorg, 220d Dec. —The disease which broke
out on board the ahip Morcury, on her psssage.to
this port, now praves to be cholera. I4 appears that
the epidumic broke out among the passengers ghortly
after the vessel left Havre, and contmnued ils ra-
vages up to the momens when she arrived at qua-
rantine. The disease ia said to be a severe typs ; all
eymptoms ehow that it is Asintic obolera.

Oargoricmsy 1N tEE U, Srares.—The Catholic
Register of 1866 gives fifteen archbishops, thirty-focr
bishops, and 2,602 prieats, making a total of the
priestbood 2,551. There are slso seven provinces,
and forty-three dioceses, exiending to the length
and breadth of the country. The diocese of Baftiy
more ia the oldest, having been established as eatly]
1789, No denomination i3 doing mora in Lhe way o
education. - The Oatkolics have 30 colleges, 26
theological seminaries, 177 male and  female acade
mies, and 624 parochial schools, making a total of
857 .ednoational institutions, Besides thess they
have 171 convents, which are usually institutions of
the higher elements of learning, bioth literary aad
ecclesiastical, . It i3 doing much-aldo in & charitsble
direction.. It has no less than 139 hospitalg for the
slck, asylums for the aged, the indigent and the des:
titate youth. The Christian Brothers and Sisters 0

,:hat:l foos and clothing acd the satisfactiod-of doi
good, :




