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high. Yes, itis eany tosay “be strong,” while
the most patent fact in our lives is ihe faet that
we are not strong at all but weak, Yot the worst
weakness in the world is the continual conscious-
ness of weakness, It is this weakness that is
being preached to us on every side. A hunger-
bitten philosophy is railing at us with gloomy
pessimism in popular lectures and essuys and
halting poetry, telling of determinism and
agnosticism and animism. * We have no hope,”
it says, “for the future, and the present is un-
endurable, Itis the worst possible world. The
redemption and regeneration of the human race
are 1 madman’s fancy. The conquest over
selfishness is a. misty dream in the fuce of the
glowing evilof thetime. The Church is world-
ly ; the times are out of joint. Be wise and
take care of yourself if you can and let the
dreamers dream and fail, - St, Paul's talk ubout
manhood and strongth sounds like mockery in
1 world of hopelessness like ours,” Well,it does,
no doubt, to those who have never read the
Apostle’s definition of strength, But this is
what he says to Timothy: “My son, be
strong in the grace thatis in Josus Christ;” and
{o the Ephesians : * Be strong in the Lord and
in the power of his might.” St. P'uul know his
weaknosss, but he also knew his strength, He
Lelioved he knew, that weakness could be made
strong by that Power that never fails, and so he
said * When I am weak then am [ strong ;" ¢ [
can do all things through Christ which
strengthencth me;” and, “ We are more than
conquerors through Him that loved us.” This
is the secrot of strength, because it is founded
upon fact and that fuet a life like ours, u lifo
that endured, that was tempted, that triumph-
ed gloriously, that still triumphs in every true
believer's heart.

*Quit you like men, bo strong, The world
needs men who are strong. It has had enough
of pretenders to the title; it would be helped
by the real article. There are strong minds, to
bo sure—minds so strong in their own estima-
tion that they forget their limitations and under-
tako to judge and measure the origin,thedestiny,
the responsibilities and bopes of manhood by
the exercise of one of its faculties, by the pro-
cesses of that peculiar logic which suys in the
words of & recent ossayist that *‘the universe
may consisy of countless units of sensation, with
no ultimnte end beyond their own individual
and umentary pleasure or surcease of pain,und
only linked ~together into a semblanco of
community by the exigencies of lust and war.”
To them we say real strength is broad. [tdaros
to take in tho whole landscape. It refuses to
cull man—man with sixly generations of Chris-
tian experience bohind him and within him—a
“unit of sensation.” It might try to luy a rail-
way around the world without bridging the
Atlantic or Pacific, but it would not be guilty
of so narrow and unscientific an endeavor us
irying to lay out a scheme of life without tak-
ing account of Jesus Christ. We see mon who
think thatthey arestrong, and who boust of
freedom, while in truth they are strong only for
self intorest or for self-indulgence. Tothem we
say true strength is unselfish, Your show of
strongth is a false, sham thing that 18 sure to
fuil. Sacrifice aloneis fruitful. Sacrifice alone
shal) laat. It is the verdict of history. It is the
conclusion of reason. Itis the lesson of faith.
The world to-day needs the strength of unselfish-
ness, the manhood of godliness,the independence
of the soul that recognizes its dependence upon
God,

“ | know a bush that fire does not destroy,

I know a flower that heat can but expand,
| know a sacrifice whose root is joy, .

I know an altar that unbinds the band,

* Love is that altar; in its cleansing fires

The tree of life grows green with youth again,
And in the fervor that its flame inspires

The captive beart forgets its former pain.

“Put on my fotters and thou shalt bo free ;
Embrace my altar and thy cords shall fall ;

Become love's captive, and thy soul shall be
Lord of itself and mastor over all.”

—St, Andrew's Cross.
WISE COUNSELS FOR CLERGY AND
LAITY,

(From the Convention Address of the Bishop of
Western Michigan.)

My Brethren of tho Clergy : Hold up beforo
your people the true standard of Christian believ-
ing and living. There is a danger in an ago
when men's  tomporal interests and oppor-
tunities, us thoy think, crowd their religion into
a corner of very secondary attontion when the
things which are soen which are temporal are
80 around us, that they shut out all but a very
unimpressive view of the things which are
eternal ; there is great danger that we may in-

sensibly fall into a sutasfuction with u personal
religion which is found on the puges of the Now
Testament only in stern warnings and rebukes,

Wo are Ministors of God ever crying, * Spenk,
Lord, for thy servant heuareth,” and sworn tu
deliver the message only as it comes from Him ;
we are “ambassadors for Christ " that his may
ever be the living word.  Woknow no religion
for the times.  Wo issue no credentials for (he
Kingdom of Heaven; no deliverances from the
darknoss of hell. [four preaching is worth
anything to save souls,the men and womon who
hear us from one Lord’s Day to another, know
that “except they be converted and becomo as
little children " in their penitonce, faith, love
and obedience, they *‘cannot entor into the
Kingdom of Heaven,” that they cannot * gorve
God and Mammon,” they cannot “live in
plessure,” and live Christ and have death
‘“gain,”  They hear from us, as no saying of the
dead past,of 4 Suviour Judge pronouncing to the
loudest claimants for his Sulvation, “ | never
knew you,” and * dopart from me ye cursod.”
And the souls that have placed themselves in
our charge, the families that have suid to us,
we expect you to guide us ** through the waves
of this troublesome world to the land of ever-
lasting life,” must hear ull those things from
us in secrot chambers. Ob! it is & terrible
thing to stand by the grave of one, whose face
has become famuliar as he sut before us in the
yew, whose voice we 80 recall as wo walked ut
his side or sat in his home, und have tho
words ‘‘ Blossed are the dead,” tremble on our
lips, and have to think,I enjoyed his hospitality,
1 have had muny a luugh and joke with him, |
have lived on his money ; but I never told him
though I knew he had no religion, or only a
religion, answering to the wretched, * They
profess thst they knew God but in works they
deny Him,” What a fearful thing it is to fall in-
to the hands of the living God.”

And, brothers, wo must preach the Gospel
that it may be “glorious” asof old. It is'the
power of God unto Salvation,” to save men from
“ overlagting dumnation, “ by a living, dying,
rising, ascending Christ. It is the only preserv-
ation from the errors of the times, from the
waverings and wanderings of the carnal mind ;
the only sntagonist of the Devil moving in
every Church, in every home, in every heart,
‘““geeking whom he may devour,” It is this
Gospel that has made for this world all the
“glorioug Church " it has over known, and has
gathered the waiting hosts in Paradise.

Weo want no divided Gospel, as the losing
gight of anv ono Persou of the Blessed Trinity
where “ none is above or after other;
none is greater, or less than unother ;" the set-
ting aside Sacramentg, or placing Sacraments,
where they obscure the very cross they are

mennt to glorify, and rob the means of grace of
the Church and of the Closet of their value, We
want no attenuatod Gospel. Christ and Uis
word made of none eftect, or loss effoot, by the
low utterances of an unthinking, unstudious, or
worse, an unspiritual Clorgy. Wo wunt no
Gospel for Gimos and tastos us they may be, as
though truth wore not the samo * yostenlay,
to-day and forever,"but what every genoration
may add to, or take from, and tix its value, as
it will,

And, Brothers, we must preach the Church,
We must preach it for the Gospol's sake, that
has nover kopt its place in its power and glory,
dissovored from t\w Church Holy, Catholic,
Apostolic,  Wo must preach it, tfmt through
the Church we may bring oul the Gospol's ful.
noss, and  lay 1ts blossed unction to the minda
and hearts of men. Wo must preach this
Church as God has given us our place and
portion in it, that lives may bo set in the frame
work of ita appointmouts and ways. 'The Charch
is fur before us, und it is our shame and sin to
duy, as it may he our condemnution hercaftor,
that with such o guide and helper, wo have
fullen 80 fur short of the bewly of holiness,

My dour brethron of the Laity @ The work
of the Ministry is effective only as it hax your
sympathy, and your lives und conversation are
the illustration of the doctrine und practice
delivered unto you. “ Ye¢ are our epistle,
writlen is our hearts, known and read of all
mon; being mnde munifest that yo are an
epistle of Christ, manifosted by us, writton not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living Giod,”
To what purpose is all our work in the pulpit,
in going 1n and oul among you saves a4 ull in
royroduced in your “walking in nownoss of
life” What is the alternative? That the
measure of our faithfulness and ability is the
monsuro of your condemnation, Ah ?i'ltlu do
mon think when they congratulate themselvos
on the talont and tuct and sincerity, they have
gecured in their nccopted eall, that here upplies
the principle of divine . judgment, Unto whom-
soovor much is given, of him shall be much re.
quired.” Thoy forget as they look with satis-
tuction on woll filled pews, and seo plonsed
countenancos thut the Judge of all looks for
sanctifiod hearts.

And this glorious  Gospel is not to give
preachors who shall be goldon mouthed with its
momentous truths, to afford churchos in which
it is held and taught the titles of praise and
honor. Butitis whatis to pul an hoavenly
impross on carthly lives, what in to lot Josus
*gee of the travail of His soul and be satinfied,”
what is to ciuse those who have imbibed ita in-
fluenco to * shine as lights in the world,”

You are also to be the effective prenchers of'
the Church, known and rend in every circlo
where you move, as those who have been nurtur-
od in some wealthy place for mind and soul,
who dnily walk in paths Inid out by the principles
and ways of au apostolic nge. Those to whom
the IHistoric lpiscopate and Cutholic lincsge
are unmeaning terms, will bo won Lo the Chuarch
when in their relations with her children in their
common life and in their homos, they roo o
somothing they appreciate as humuan nature in
its highest and holiest estute, thoy do not find
in even wider observation of discipleship of
other name and heritage.

And now, while wo * wash our hands in in.
nocency and 8o go o the altar,' may He who
sourcheth all hearts and “ordereth the unruly
wills and affections of sinful men, ” “ grant us to
have a right judgment inull things,” that so
through tho Councilof His Church here sssem-
bled in his Naume and I'resonce, his Name be
glorified and his Kingdom come.

Brothren the grace of our  Lord Josus Christ
be with your spirit,

Learned men are often ignorant of things that
babes in Christ underatund,



