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THE LIFE OF DEAN MILNER.*
(From the London Times.)

The Georgian era in England, at any rate by far its
larger portion, displays the reign of lukewarmness and
indifference in religious principles and practice; dull
decency or shameless laxity in morals, and a miserable
want of taste in almost every deparment of att Epic-
tetus spoke from our pulpits, a Lord Chief-Justice
of England could find no better manual of devotion
than that philosopher’s cold Enchiridion; and heathen
ornaments were dedicated on the walls of our churches
to the memory of professed Christians: The fasces
of the Roman consul, or the ox's head with its sacrifi-
cial garland, nay, even the thyrsus and ivy leaves of
Bacchus, with vain-glorlous inscriptions, superseded
the simple but sacred symbol of our faith, and the
humble yet eloquent phrases which tell of the present
peace and joyful hopes of the dead in Christ. During
the reigns of Queen Anne and the first three Georges,
the erastian secularity of the times was indicated on
every hand by an almost entire ignorance of church
principles among the laity, by the decay of mental
power and of theological learning among the clergy;
and by the contemporaneous decline in docttine and
in practice among all classes. Of the clergy, Bishop
Burnet thus speaks in the preface to his pastoral charge
0 1718 :—¢ The much greater part who come to be
ordained are jgnorant to a degree not to be apprehen=
ded by those who are not obliged to know it.” In
1728 Bishop Gibson in his Pastoral Letters complains
that “ profaneness and impiety are growing bold and
open;” and any reader who will take the pains to
peruse Archbishop Secker's charges to his clergy, which
extended from 1738 to 1766, will behold a melan-
choly picture, drawn by a faithful yet tender hand, of
the spiritual condition of this kingdom during the
whole of that period.

Towards the close of the last century prognostics
were discernible of a happier age, and among the se-
rious and able men who laboured in the advancement
of a brighter state of spiritual things, Isaac Milner,
the subject of the memoir before us and his elder

rother, Joseph, the vicar of Hull, were conspicuously
eminent, Itis all very weil for the churchmen of
the pregent day, whose path has been smoothed for
them by the hardy pioneers to whom we have alluded,
%0 speak of Joseph Milner's * daring violation of the
Tegulations of the church,” but the zealous labourer
could only work with toolst adapted for the task which
he had to perform. The position of the present vicar
of Leeds is very different from that of Joseph Milner,
when, as cuarate of Hull, he was surrounded with al-
ternate profligacy or indifference, when brutal jesters
taunted him in the streets, and any respectable person
subjected himselfto obloquy by saluting Mr. Milner
as he passed on his way. We could readily select from
the writings of Joseph Milner, especially from the
first and second volumes of his History of the Church
of Christ, passage after passage demonstrating that he
appreciated pure, genuine antiquity, as highly as any
Anglo-Catholic of the present day, and anticipated
them in recommending the restoration of all primitive
Ppractices appropriate for modern use. But Joseph
Milaer, and his serious earnest cotemporaries, regar-
ding the deplorable condition of those around them,
and horror-struck with the appalling danger which it
implied to individual souls, bent the whole energies of
their hearts and minds towards the shortest and most
effectual manner of arousing men from their slam-
ber, and inculcated most prominently those doctrines
which most directly bear upon personal salvation.
© "‘"-“‘:‘ car'ana and carnest men '’ nhserves Mr Glad-
stone, in his excellent exposition of church principles
_wizh reference to the period to which we are advert-
Ing, “were very little disposed to pay regard to the
Powers and privileges of the visible church, which
church they excusably, though not rightly, judged by
a narrow induction from the features of a particular
Place and period, and the exercise of which powers
and the assertion of which lofty claims they saw so
frequently associated with personal lukewarmness in
religion, aud with gross administrative a/use. There
lay before them a work which might with some jus-
tice be termed one of general reconversion, and they
therefore naturally fell back upon the most elemen-
tary traths of the gospel, ¢repentance towards God,
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.' Amidst a dead-
Dess so general they would scarcely feel the need, for
the time and undet the stress of their labours, of any
other bonds of unity than such as those labours, with
their perils and rewards, of themselves supplied dur-
ing the heat of action.”

Itis ess'ential to the due appreclation of the cha-
racter of either of the Milners,—and they were so
linked together in the best of bonds that they cannot
be thoroughly estimated apart,—to bear in mind the
state of the times in which they lived, and therefore
it is we have introduced our notice of a life of Dean
Milner with some few prefatory observations. We
refer those who wish to know more of the character
of Joseph Miloer to a touching memoir written by
his brother Isaac and prefixed to a volume of sermons
published after Joseph's death. In the sketch refer-
red to, Dean Milner nobly acknowledges that, under
Providence, he owed his honourable and elevateq si-
tuations as Dean of Carlisle, President of Queen's
College, and Professor of Mathematics in the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, nay, that he owed “all that he
had, to the kindness of this same btother;” he *wills
ingly acknowledges the obligation with teats of grati-
tude and affection,” and concludes with the beautiful
and apposite quotation—* He made Isaac glad with
his acts, and his memorial is blessed for ever.”

Joseph Milner was born at Leeds in 1743, and,
after displaying early much promise at the grammar-
scho?l of l}is native town, was sent to Cambridge by
the liberality of some friends who had discovered his
great abilities. Joseph fulfilled the promisel of his
boyhood by obtaining at the university a highly res-
pectable place in the list of mathematical honours,
being third senior optime, and the highest distinction
for classical attainments which Cambridge could then
Pestow, being Chancellor's medallist in the year 1766,
in which it is recorded that the candidates were unu-
sually numerous and able. Meanwhile Isaac, the
younger brother, having been born in 1750, was toil-
ing at the loom in his native town. Joseph obtained
a curacy at Hull, and was appointed head master of
the grammar-school in that town, and no sooner was
he raised from poverty than “the bowels of Joseph
yearned upon his younger brother.”

“He immediately resolved,” writes the biographer of
her uncle, Dean Milner, in the work before us, “to release
him from his obligation at Leeds, and with that view re-
quested the Rev. Myles Atkinson, the minister of St.
Paul’s Church in that town, to examine into the qualifica-
tions of Isaac, to become his usher in the grammar-school
at Hull. Upon proceeding to the work-room in which
Isaac Milner then laboured, Mr. Atkinson found him
seated at his loom, with Tacitus and some Greek anthor
lying by his side. Upon further examination it appeared,

at notwnth_standing his long abse.uce from sehool, and
the interruption of his literary pursuits, his knowledge
and his love of classical learning remained unimpaired,
Aft.er a private interview with Mr, Atkinson, during
which the terms of the apprentice’s emancipation were
agreed upon, the master of the establishment entered the
work-room, and addressing young Milner said to him,
“Isaac, lad, thou art off.” The delight exhibited by the

* The Life of Isaac Milner, D.D.; F.R.8,, Dean of Carlisle,
President of Queen's College, Cambridge, §e., comprising a por-
tion of his correspondence, and other writings hitherto unpublished.
By his niece, Mary Milner, author of the Christian Mother.
8vo. London:—J. W. Parker, 1842,

t [If the Chureh, however, has prescribed certain “tools,”
they are to be used, and may not be superseded by those invented
by private fancy.— Ep, Cu.]

youth on hearing these words, was declared by Mr. At-
kinson to be quite indescribable.”—Page 5 ‘

The emancipated Isaac joyfully hastened to his
brother at Hull, and after proving himself an able
assistant in teaching the lower boys in the school, and
under his brothet's care improving himself in classical
learning and the elementary branches of mathemati?s,
he was placed by the same kind brother’s generosity
as a sizar at Queen's College, Cambridge. Isaac
Milner took his degree of B.A. in 1774; he was
Senior Wrangler of his year, and so eminently s??erior
to his competitors that the epithet incomparabilis was
placed by the moderators after his pame, as a pm_ud
augmentation of even the distinguished title of Senior
Wrangler. e was next declared first Smith'z? prize-
man, thus acquiring the two highest honours which the
University of Cambridge has to bestow.

Those who wish to pursue step by step the honor-
able career of Isaac Milner, who only eight years
before he was pronounced a Senior Wrangler, incom-
parable, and first Smith’s prizeman at Cambridge, was
a poor Yorkshire lad weaving at the looms of.Lee(.]s,
we strongly recommend to read the if:terestmg ht.'e
just published by his niece. We believe that this
lady resided with her uncle for many years both at
Cambridge and Carlisle, which may account for an
easy familiarity with academical matters which few
acquite but those who have worn the trencher cap
themselves: Into details we cannot enter, nor would
we play the pirate towards a lady by transferring the
cohtents of her instructive volume to our columvs,
which we miist do to afford adequate means for esti-
mating atight Dean Milner's character. Let those
who wish to form 4 judgment of the character read
candidly and care‘ully for themselves, and we promise
them that their labout will meet its reward. Like
many other good and illusttious men Dean Milner
had a war within him which he manfully waged, and
finally came off conqueror: He had a sound mind in
a most unsound body; a caustic humour and a heart
overflowing with the most tendet affections; a consti-
tutional gaiety, and vivid perception of the ludicrous,
and the most awful sense of the solemn tiuths of reli-
gion; -an intense disdain for bugbears, and yet guard-
ful of those proprieties in which Christian principle is
involved; in fine, as in the case of Samuel Johnson,
to whom in many points Isaac Milner bore a remark-
able resemblance, his will was frequently feeble when
compared with his other gigantic powers, Joseph
Miluer, in a letter to his brother, says of Dr. Johnson
“he was unfaithful to his convictions, for the most
part of his life at least.”” But of what man may not
this be said? Certainly the contrary proposition
could not be affirmed of Dean Milner, though we are
willing to attribute his unfrequent attendance at St.
Mary’s and his own college chapel, upon which so
many unkind comments were made in Cambridge, to
bodily infirmity. At Carlisle, however, he was a con-
stant preacher both at St. Cuthbert's Church and the
Cathedral, frequently reading prayers at the latter
with admirable effect.

In our recent review of the Life and Labours of
Adam Clarke, we demonstrated how much that ami-
able and excellent man was a churchman. In order
that no young man might be misled into a supposition
of his various attainments being the product of the
Methodist system, we will now proceed to vindicate
the Milners from the people of Exeter-hall, who so
ostentatiously claim them for their own. In the
first place, Joseph Milner in his writings clings to
antiquity, and complains of modern self-sufficiency ;
and in all matters of university and cathedral disci-
pline Dean Milner was an inflexible maintainer of
order  We will preevuily adveit to praatical pranfs
of Dean Milner's firm adherence to order amidst the
alternate blandishments and resentments of liberality,
meanwhile, giving an instance or two from Joseph
Milner's History of the Church of Christ, to show
how little his spirit is accordant to the tone of senti-
ment prevalent in Exeter-hall. “The present age
in matters of religion may justly be called the age of
self-sufﬁciency;" observes Joseph Milner ; but what
was the self-sufficiency of his cotemporaries compared
with that of the Fowell Buxtons, . e s
and the Clapham-common ment of the present day ?
“ We condemn the ancients by wholesale," continues
Joseph Milner, “ and without giving them a hearing :
we suspect their historical accounts without diserimi-
nation ; malevolence and profaneness are both en-
couraged by such conduct. We fancy ourselves so
enlightened as to be without any parallels in discern-
ment. Weareamazed thatour ancestors shouldsolong
have been deluded by absurdities; and we are very
little aware how much some future age will pity or
blame us for follies of which we imagine ourselves
perfectly clear.” Such is the conclusion of Joseph
Milner's introduction to his History of the Church of
Christ.  Again, in page 220 of the same volume,
with .leference to St. Polycarp's disciples struggling
to gain possession of their martyred master's body,
Milner writes, *“If we were in our times subject to
such sufferings, I suspect these anniversary martyr-
doms of antiquity might be thought useful to usalso.”
In vol. 2, page 413, which was subjected to his brother
Isaac’s revision, Joseph Miloer observes, “ Ecclesias-
tical antiquity has been too much depreciated in our
times, and students in divinity have been discouraged
from the study of the fathers.” “Modern Evangelical
churches are far gone into the vicious extreme of schism.”
Have we quoted the above passage from a Tract for
the Times #  On our honour, no; but from the evan-
gelical Joseph Milner's Church History, vol. 1, page
125, first edition, where he deplores as evils * specious
representations of liberty, of the right of private judg-
ment, of just contempt of implieit faith; and of pleas
of conscience.”” Ratherantithetical all this to Exeter-
hall, we think; but we will now turn from Joseph
Mileer's writings to Dean Milner's academical acts,

For some years towards the close of the last
century, a party of men in the University of Cam-
bridge, entertaining Socinian notions, were ex-
tremely active in propagating their pernicious prin-
ciples. A leader among them was a Mr. Frend, a
Fellow of Jesus College, who published an irreligious
and seditious pamphlet directly tending to disparage
the clergy, the rights and doctrines of the chuarch, and
to disturb the harmony of society. In 1793 Dean
Milner, being then Vice-Chancellor of the University,
felt it his duty to institute proceedings against Mr.
Frend, who was eventually tried before him, and
banished the university. The care and caution ex-
ercised in this painful business by Dr. Milner, and his
firmness in the discharge of what he rightly considered
a solemn duty, entitle him to the gratitude of all faith-
ful churchmen and friends of order. The period, too,
at which Dr. Milner stepped boldly forth to stem the
flood of liberality, falsely so called, was eminently
critical. The tendency of the French Revolution was
not then clearly discerned ; but the eyes of the young
{md ardent were dazzled by the brilliant spectacle, as
it then seemed, of a nation bursting the fetters of
tyram-)y and superstition ; and it required no common
sagacity to detect the evils lurking beneath this spe«
clous aspect of human happiness and freedom, and no
lt?ss courage to declare an opinion adverse to prins
ciples which were clamorously proclaimed to involye
the rights of man.  Frend was an able man, possessed
of talents highly attractive to fervid undersgraduates ;
and for years before his expulsion from the uni\‘er:
sity had been unwearied in propagating what we |
plainly eall Socinianism and sedition. A check was |
given to the progress of these abominable principles |

+ Dean Milner points aut to M, Wilbetfor
living altogether at Clapham—danger of con

pride.”—(Page 336.)

by Dr. Milner's firmness and discretion, but the bit-
ter fruits which have sprung in the University of
Cambridge from the seeds sown by such men as Frend
and Gilbert Wakefield have been quite sufficient to
show the worth of the hand which stayed further dis-
semination of corriiption. Dean Milner's conduct in
his Vice-Chancellorship is warmly praised by Profes-
sor Smyth, [a whig] whose published lectures amply
rebut any imputation of the existence of Tory bigotry
or hierarchal predilections on the part of that accom-
plished writer. We will take the opportunity afforded
by the mention of Professor Smyth’s name to cite his
approbation of that portion of the History of the
Church of Christ composed by Dean Milner, which
may be fairly set by the Dean's friends against Mr.
Hallam's sneer at the Milners' want of learning.
“The reason for which it is necessary,” says Profes=
sor Smyth in his Lecturcs on Modern History, “that
I should recommend these volumes (the two last of
the history) to your attention is this, that they con-
tain, particu]ur]y in the life of Luther, the best account
"I know of the more intellectual part of the history of
the Reformation. In other words, they contain the
progress of the Beformation in Luther's own mind—
a very curious subject.”*

In the year 1809 Dr. Milner was again, and most
unexpectedly by himself, elected Vice-Chancellor,
and this second term of office was a periodof difficul-
ties, originating in the insubordination of many mem-
bers of the university, as on the former occasion.
How ably Dr. Milner surmounted the difficulties
which beset him may be seen fairly set forth in chap-
ters 20 and 21 of the narrative under review, and
certainly anything less like the demeanour of an
Exeter-hall liberal than Mr. Vice-Chancellor Milner's
career can scarcely be conceived.

Having thus briefly noticed Dean Milner's firmness
in matters of discipline, we will proceed to show his
difference from the party to which he is commonly
assigned, in his contempt for bugbears, and freedomn
from cant and affectation.

“Cant and affectation of every kind,” writes his niece,
‘“he abhorred, and to say the truth he was rather partial
to what are called tricks with cards, especially such as
depended upon reasoning or calculation. When I wasa
child he used often to amuse me by showing me such
tricks, and explaining the principles npon which they
depended. - Nor did he take any pains to conceal the
nature or the implements of our entertainment, I well
remember his answer to an old and intimate friend, who,
on entering his study, observed a pack of cards on the
table, and addressed to him a remonstrance on the occa-
sion; ¢ While you live,’ said Dr. Milner, ‘never be afraid
of bugbears.” "—(Page 54.)t

In the year 1802 London and the country were
dstonished and puzzled by the ingenious piece of
mechanism called the “Invisible Girl.”” Dr. Milner
was among the visitors of this exhibition, and never
rested until he found out by his own scientific saga-
city the means by which the “Invisible Girl" per-
formed her wonders. A curious letter on the sub-
ject to a friend, the late Mr. Pearson, the eminent
surgeon in (Golden-square, is given in page 260 :—

“ Subsequent to his distovery of the main secret upon
which the clever deception in question depended, Dean
Milner, who, as the readet of his life must be aware,
was Dever satisfied till he had probed an affair to the
very bottom, frequently visited the exhibition in Leices-
ter-fields en ami. The exhibitor, sensible that there was,
in fact, nothing further to tonceal, took delight in
showing him all the minuti® of the contrivance, being,
in truth, well remunerated for his civility by the mul-
titude of visitors attracted by the Dean’s frequent pre-
sence and lively conversation. Dr. Milner had even,
when he chose, admittance behind the scefies; a_nd for
this privilege he at least on one occasion paid its full
price. He had entered at an early hgmr the_ apartment
of the invisible agent in the mysteries whicli he had
uecoodad im fathaming, and cnoh was the influx df
visitors throughout the morning, that to emerge fromi
his hiding-place, without betraying much of the secret;
was impossible. The manager implored him not to
ruin his fortunes; and the good-natured Dean, finding
that he must make up his mind to remain for some
hours where he was, and being quite at home with
regard to the various signals habitually transmitted
from the outer to the inner room, amused himself by
relieving the invisible girl, who was, in fact, a little
decrepit old woman, from a part of her tedious duty.
While she cooked her dinper (a mess of soup, as he
used to relate) he observed for her the signals given,
and, jnefact, did all but speak. Nothing of all this,
however, did he mention, except to those few persons
to whom the secret was already known, until the
astonishment and admiration excne.d by the invisible
girl had passed away. Afterwards, indeed, he did fre-
quently relate the whole adventure with much glee.”—
(Page 264.)

The “Automaton Chess-player,” which astonished
the town some years ago, was scrutinized and de-
tected by Dean Milner, with the same success as
attended his investigation of the feats of the * In-
visible Girl;" and he avowedly took great interest
in exhibitions of personal strength or activity, such
as horsemanship—or manual dexterity, such as
sleight of hand. * He made no secret of the fact,”
confesses his affectionate biographer, * that he liked
to witness such performances, and used to maintain
that the obvious tendency of feats of legerdemain, to
excite in the spectator a degree of distrust in the
apparent evidence of his senses, was highly salu-
tary ; and more especially so in the case of young
persons. 1 remember more than one occasion,”
continues his niece, * on which he collected a party
of his friends to witness the feats of a juggler whom
he had engaged to exhibit his skill in the dining-
room at Queen’s Lodge; and I remember his join-
ing a party who were to attend upon the private
morning performance of a professor of the eques-
trian art.”

An amusing exemplification of Dean Miloer's
mingled fondness of fun, good-natured wish to pro-
mote healthful hilarity, and perseverance in mastering
any subject on which he had embarked, is afforded in
the following graphic anecdote :—

“ During one of his visits at Loyvthcr, before the pre-
sent magnificent Castle was finished, and while the
family oceupied a smaller. }!ahltation, a circumstance
oceurred strongly characteristic of the persevering turn
of Dean Milner's mind. One evening some of the
younger branches of the family were amusing themselves
by playing at draughts: the Dean, always fond of the
society of young persons; and disposed to interest him=
self in their pursuits, undertook to show them how, by a
certain method of play, they might generally be sure of
victory. Qp trial, however, it appeared that ﬁis memory
had; for ongce, failed him 3 he could not fulfil his promise,
and showed, in consequence, some slight marks of ehagrin,

n due time all parties retired for the night, and 16 more
was said, or apparently thought, of the draught=board.
The next morning it happened that Lord Lonsdale had
oceasion to go out unusunally early: He passed through
the hall, from which a door opened into the apartment
which had peen occupied on the preceding evening

* [Milner’s Church History is not very greatly esteemed by
the highest authorities. The late Huen James Rose says
of Joseph Mijlner:—* He was; in my judgment; & man of
limited views, conscientiouslys I doubt not; but bigotedly at-
tached to certain opinions, and quite resolved to find or make
them everywheie, and to give the history—not of Christianity,
but—of thoge opinions which he deemed to be the whole of it,
His history, ns well as Mosheim’s, keeps its ground, only
because there §s no better, to drive them front it. Mosheim’s,
indeed, wi)| always be valuable as a book of reference, because
he is accurate in his facts. But when & book of purer and
wider Christian views than Milner’s is written, his, Which has
no intrinsic value, and could never be appealed to by any per-
son capable of judging for bimself as an authority, will sink
totally into merited neglect, with the exception of the admirable
life of Luther, written not by him; but by his vigorous and pow-
erful minded brother.” The late lamented REv. J. G. Dow-
LING, 8 divine, well versed in Ecclesiastical History, also says

that Joseph Milner, ““estimable as he was for his piety; produced
a work which merely proved how strangely he was destitute of
the information most indispensable in (he‘Ecclesinsti(‘al bisto-
rian.  Chureh History was little likely to advance tnder such
guidanee,"—Ep. Cn.}

+ [But; innoctent a8 card$ ate in thémselves, wheén pro-

ce “a danger in | perly tsed; is it not beétter for a Clergyman to banish them
ceit and spiritual l

from his house, lest he should give offence, and thus impair the
usefulness of his holy office7—~Ep. Cu.)

o e
which apartment the housemaids were still employed in
arranging, What was his Lordship’s siirprise; on look-
ing into the room; to discover Deit Milner, seated in a
quiet cornery in his dressing-gown and black velvet cap,
with the draught-board before hitn, solving at his €ase
the problem which had puzzled him the evening before.
t is scarcely necessary to add, that he was ready by
breakfast tithe to redeem the proiise of the precetling
night.,”—{Page 828.) .

Dean Milner practically followed Lord Bacon's
advice, ty borrow light from any man's candle; it
was his settled habit to endeavour to glean from
every perso who fell in his way some portion of
the particular knowledge, whatever it might be,
which that person was supposed to possess. E.g.,
we find him in the ferry-boat which used to ply
between Hull and Boston entering into conversation
with Mendoza on the art of pugilism, and giving a
proof of his acquired skill in the art of self-defence
at Lowther Castle; when he had attained 56 years of
age.—(Page 329.).* * Whatever knowledge comesin
your way is worth the gathering,” was one of the
Dean's fayourite maxims. In the 56th year of his
age, he learned short-hand; and when 60, made
himself, on a sudden impulse, master of heraldry, at
any rate to a considerable and creditable extent.
When the eau médicinale was in vogue asa remedy for
gout, he dilizently applied himself to its analysis;
he knew bow ‘o shoe a horse; and in one of his
journies to Carlisle, when a horse required a farrier's
aid, he scolded the man for the deficiency of his
tools, pointing ot where and why they were defec-
tive. His kindly bearing, moreover, with the per-
sonal predilections of individuals, quite alien it may
be from his own taste and habits—instead of oppo-
sing them with Paritanical motoseness—was indicative
of his sourd sense, no less than of his warmth of
heart.

« T well emember the frequent evening visits of Pro-
fessor Porsen to Dr, Milner's study. }!e tised to sit in
the right-hand corner of the well-curtained sofa, by the
fire ; and his habits being but too well known, he was
always, without any order given to that effect; accommo-
dated by th: servant in attendance with a jug of malt
liquor, that being the beverage which he was understood
to prefer.”—(Page 341.)t

We camnot refrain from quoting anothet example
of Dean Milner's considerate kindness to a respect-
able old man who had been generous to him and his
brother Joseph in their years of struggle, and to
whom the Dean afforded an asylum in his old age :—

“ By the judicious kindness of Dr, Milner, Mr. itz
lotson was enabled to enjoy precisely the life which suited
him, and fir which he was fitted. His early habits were
respected and provided for. He had a room to himself,
was permiited to smoke, saw no company except such as
he chose for himself (one or two of the older Fellows of
Queen’s Ccllege), strolled about the gardens at his
pleasure, dined in the College-hall as a piece of extraor-
dinary gaicty, on gala-days, and was regularly furnished
with a Hull newspaper, and such other reading as suited
his taste.”—(Page 515.)

These incidents may seem to some persons too
trivial for notice, but it is from acts which are not
got up for an occasion that a man's general character
must be gathered. It is well to see a man in his
dressing-gown and slippers, and not always wait for
his assumption of full dress. To expatiate on Dean
Milner's profound mathematical talents would be a
superfluous employment, and to assign unqualified
praise to bim as a theclogian, strongly imbued with
Calvinism as he was, we do not choose to do; but
his unexhausted love of learning to the last hour of
his life, his hearty healthy good humour, his perfect
freedom from the odious cant and prim formality of
the party by whom the two Milners are claimed, we

—

s .

his very words, although it is mow more than 23 yedrs
ago: Some robbery had been committed in Cambridge
at the time. The Dean, being about to set us ahother
question, took up the poker, and;, balancing it in his
hdnd, said, ¢ Now, gentlemen, about these fogues. Sup-
pose you were attacked by one of them; and wished to
defend yourself with this pokerj if you were to hold
the poker near the end, or near the centre, and then
to strike a blow, you would jar yohr [the typt is hete
iliegible], and lose part of the force; but if you hold it
about hete, and strike about here {showing us how), then
it hits pltimp. Now, I want you to find where you must
hold the poker, and with what part of it you must strike
ablow so as to produce the greatést effect.” This he
accompariied with significant aclion; nd thus proposed
to us, in fact, a dynamical problem of some difficulty,
and put into a form which required, before it @ould be
answered, a perfectly clear concejition of the principles
on which its solution depended, biit very different ffoin
that in which it would be presented in the ordiniry
books. The impression which his completely charac-
teristic style of examination left npon me was very
vivid, and I thought, and still think, it exceedingly
well calculated to bring out the real knowledge which a
man possessed.”—(Page 658.)

THE POPISH CONTROVERSY.
(From The London Quarterly Review for Deceniber, 1842.)

No one can have honestly engaged in the Popish
controversy without feeling that he is grappling with
a most powerful and subtle antagonist. It is easy to
multiply hard words, and to hold up to repreach its.
grosser forms of corruption; and to attack it with
bold generalizations and contradictions.  But Popery
langhs to scorn such opponents; and makes use of
them only to draw her own members more closely to
herself, or to entangle the rash and thoughtless ag-
gressor in her own net of sophisms. He seizes on
some vulgar popular superstition, and Popery meets
him with the popular errors which prevail under every
creed; and demands to be tried by the character of
her educated classes. He fixes on doetrinal errors
even among them, and she refuses to be committed
by aniything but the authorized expositions of her
Church:  These are produced; and in the mass of
multiplying and cofiflicting decisions; of which her
teaching is composed, and in the varying and even
contradictory opinions which are artfully permitted
respecting the rightful expositors of Church doctrines,
and the degrees of confidence to be reposed in theim,
it is easy to appeal from Pope to Pope, and to array
Council against Council; each culprit éscaping in turn
under the wing of the other, uatil all vanish and aie
lost. Even when he grasps at last some definité au-
thorized declaration whith cannot be repirdiated (and
of these there are not many), and proceeds to con®
demn it by Scripture, Popery dlso bas its Scriptural
texts and interpretations. The controversy is forced
at orice into a labyrinth of commients, allegories, verbal
disputations, and grammiatical subtleties: Instead of
findiitg himself on an open plain, with his antagonist
exposed at every pointy from parable and prophecy,
and history, and metaphor, there stait up on every
side a host of enemies—all the doubts, and problems,
and evasions, which lie hid in the essence of language;

a2

1 trith buried beneath them; as dung will guard roots

during winter. It inay be they were designedly per-
mitted to answer this very purpose: It does hot juse
tify the petmission, or extenuate the giilt of suffering
himan faithlessness to contrive unholy medns for sas
ving what, in the utmost perils, a Higher arm has un<
dertaken to de!b.nd. But it must never be forgotten
that a power which woiild rile the world tnilst fule irt -
the pretence, and generally will begin to rule with a
real desire, of maintaining goodriess and truth. The
first deflection from right js « doing evil that good
may come.”  And in this way the tfue spititual aus
thority of the Church was maintained by a claim to
secular dominion. The one faith was guarded against
sceptics by thie asseftion of infallibility, and the fires
of the inquisition. The great mystety of the Sacra-
ments was upheld by the sensualistn of Trinsubstan:
tiation, and by the multiplication of charins and sor:
ceries. The belief in a world unseen was cherished
by doktrines of dngels, and by the superstitions of
Heatlienism transmuted into dreams bearing Christian
named. T9 save sinners from despair Popery invented
her theoty of absolution, tind het worship of the ¥irgin:
And to warn theni agdinst sin she drew forth her pic:
tures of purgatory: Like Uz#d, she touched the ark
with an vnhallowed hand, but she totiched at first to
save it from falling; aod a Christian mind Will not
fotget the motive, even while it recognizes the justicé
with which siich an act of faithlessness is to be de-
nounced and punished. ;

And these accidental and provitential benefits weré
drawn by the hand of Providente out even of the es?
sential germ of evil in the Papacy,—its lust of powef
and claim to empire.  Others, infinite in numbet, but
not to be confounded with these; sprung forth at the
same time ffoin the other gerin of good which lay so
closely entwined with it. All that Christiatity ef2
fected of good tndert the rule of Popety, We are in-
vited to attribute to Popery; shie claims it to herself;
and it is difficalt to disentangle the Catholic and
Christian from the purely Papal element in that com=
plicated system. But one test may be applied:
Whatever wise organization, whatever holy fiscipline;
whatever work of charity, of piety, or of learning;
whatever principles of Christian tommunioh; whatever
sober-rhinded resistance to secular aggiession, what=
ever missionary exeftions, or civil purifications of so:
ciety may be adoptéd and attempted by dny distinct
branch of the Cathdlic Church; say by the Church of
England at this day; without compromnisitig its Catho-
lic principles, these, when they are found in Popery;
sprang not from Popery, bt from Christianity. It
was the Chfistianity, not the Popety of Rome, which
framed holy institutions for the relief of the poor, for
the creation of religibus families out of the fragments
and atoms of domestit society, for the solace of the
old, for the cotrection of the penitent, for a refuge to
the weary, for supplying duties—the duties of charity;
study, and devStion—to those whose occupation had
failed them in the world: and wé may frame them;
too, frameé them without those fulse and unchristian
contrivances which did indeed emansgte from Popery;

and dismayed at the surprise' hé is sure to be bewil-
dered and repelled, perbaps fivally drawn over to the
very system which he had pfoposed to destroy. Even
when he adopts the true and safest modes of attack
by taking his ground upon antiquity and history, he
will be deceived indeed if he thinks that Popery will
fall an easy prey. Popery also has its antiquity, and
its history. It is covered with the hoar of centuries,
and resolutely clings to it. It has possession and
prescription ; and would be, and is, already venerated

tan conscientiously and do sincerely praise. We
have poticed the strong points of resemblance, in
many particulars, between Dean Milner and Dr.
Ohns(m; we may add, that the antipathy of the
fotmer ¢, (xford, and anything emanating from that
Universizy, is as amusingly absurd as was Samuel
Johtison's hortor of Cambridge and its Whiggery.
In a Jetter to Mr. Wilberforce, Dr. Milner thus
writeg i—4 Fton School, Oxford, the Bishop of Lon-
don fat that petiod an Oxford man], and such like,
are aj] equivocal." But we must conclude this
notice of an interesting biography of a great and
€00d map, with a few recollections of him drawn by
men who have themselves achieved greatness. The
first ig by Mr. Baron Alderson; himself a seniof

wrangler,” senior medallist, and first Smith's prizes
man :—_

o My recolleetidti of the Dean’s éamination of us, in
1809, is of a very amusing though laborious day's work:
He talkeq to us, and told us many anecdotes of by-gone

ays in the University, whilst we were working at the
problems which }:e set us. Ishould eharacterize hig
style of examination as being favourable rather to ready
and quick students than to deeply rexud and leained ones:
and 1 owp that my subsequent experience in life leads me
to think that he was right in that course. If the Univer:
SIty were intended' solely,' Or even mainly, to produce
great philosophers in particular sciences or arts, he was
wrong; byt if it be intended, as I believe it ought to be,
to produce those who, in the language of our * bidding
prayer, gre to ‘do God service both in Chureh and
State,’ then that course of study and of examination
which tends to bring out the most accomplished men
should be pursued. Some of the present courses seem to
me to he worthy of the sarcastic description applied to
them, of being a new system of * patent block machinery,’

appy are the students who unite both qualifications of
earning and ready talent. But they are rare, and are
the lights of the age when they occur. A general sys-
ge;g )cannot be accommodated to them alone.”—(Page

The next description is by Sir John Herschel, who
does not seem to have been so much at his ease un-
der examination as the learned Baron :—

“To say the truth, I was, on the occasion to which
you allude (the examination for Smith’s prize), far too
muc_h frightened at first, and, when more at ease, much
too intent upon the questions set by your late respected
uncle (which, however, I well recollect to have been
very crabbed ones), to have carried away with me but
the one sentiment of having got over, for better or
for worse, a most awful day ; and I may say, what few I
believe who had the happiness of ever being in Dr.
Milner’s company eould do, that T was right glad to be |
out of it."—(Page 525.)

The present Dean of Ely, Dr. Peacock, was ex-
amined with Sir John Herschel, and gives his recol-

lections of Dr. Milner much in the lively strain of
Baron Alderson jees

« At the Smith's prize examination,” writes Dr.
Peacock, “ Dr. Milner gave Herschel and myself ques-
tions, partlz vivh voce, and partly upon paper. any
of the questions related to practical mechanics, and were
such as I could not answer. He gave us an intricate ques-
tion (a etibic equation with possible roots) to solve, by
means of a table of logarithms, in which we both failed
in obtdining a eorrect answer; a_€ircumstance which
made him, very good-nataredly, chuekle and triumph,
telling u$ that we had not fared worse than our prede-
cessors M a simitar thial. Many of his questions were
introdu€tory to very amusing remarks and anecdotes ;
and I was as muck nterested and pleased with the whole
work of the day as a person under examination eould
well be:  Ihave on other occasions had the pleasire of
Dr. Milier’s company when he was in exuberant spirits.
His conversation was remarkable on such occasions for
its rich hamonr, and, whenever the occasion demanded,

for observations which indicated & mind of extraordinmary
vigour and comprehensiveness, to which every depart-
men; of knowledge seemed to be gubservient "—(Page
525.

\"Vl'tfl an egtra¢t from the Rev: Temple Cheval-
lier's recollections we must dismiss this volame to

public favour ;—

”,I remember well,” says Mr. Chevallier; “ oné in-
stance of his manner of setting a question, and, I believe,

* [The. eccentricities of a powerful mind cannot afford
any fanction to the¢ brutal and infamous praétiee of prize-

fighting, with which pigilism is 86 elosely connected.—
Ep. Cn.]

T LIt is to be regretted; that €6 good a man as Dean
| Milner should have ministered; in 4 mistaken spirit of hos-
pitality, to the besetting sin of the giftec, but alas! ip-
temperate, Porgan,—Ep, Cu.)

upon the very title (spurious indeed, but hard to be
exposed) on which the English Church (a novelty, as
Popery boasts, and as ignorant men believe) denounces
her as an usurper. Her antagonist brings into court
his voachers and documents, the testimonies of an-
cient fathers; but every one has passed through the
hands of Popery herself, and very many bave been
perplexed by her forgeries and erasures. Ile rests
his argument on their silence and omissions ;—and
these uare but negative and weak against any, the small-
est amount, of positive assertion. He produces dog-
matic language, but this may be made to appear vague
and uncertain by figures of speech, by rhetorical ex-
aggerations, by the very freedom and boldness with
which truth was proclaimed before the presence of
error compelled more caution and precision. And
before any document whatever can be employed by
him as genuine, all the mysteries and subtleties of
criticism may be spun round him, till he is tied hand
dnd foot, and unable to use his weapons except with
i doubt and reserve, which destroy all their foree.
At the very last, upon principles of reason which can
scarcely be denied without undermining the founda-
tion of trith, lie may be driven from each point of
doctrine, thfown back upon his owfi ignorance, the
necessity of a guide, the authority of the Church, afrd
compelled to #isk the wholé battle upon the single
question of the Papal supreimacy. And the momént
he reathes this; the adversary is prepared to thréw in
upon Him & vast reserve of temptatiors; and politi¢
suggestions; of schemes for rationalizing and centfali-
zing, visiofis of grandeur and power, fears and doubts
of the stability of divine truth without some aid from
man, suspicions and jealousies arising from aggressions
of the State upon the Church; until it i§ scircely
possible to fix a clear unbiassed eye upon the plain
lines of history, or even to wish to persevere in de-
nouncing a system; which, with all its corruptions (and
corruptions it is thought must be borne with in any
dispensation by man), hds been and promises to be so
splendid, so enduring, so expedient.

There are many who will think it ddngefoud fo
represent the controversy in this light of difficulty and
peril.  But nothing can be gained, and evetything
may be lost, by closing the eye against its real natore;
One of the last things to be done in the controversy
with Popery is to approach it as a thing purely evil,
It is because Popery contains much of good that it
has become so evil; its good has been its vitality 4nd
its strength, its truths have fiurtured its falsehoods;
and he who refuses to acknowledge this Will betray
his own incapacity for judging it; and whén the fal-
lacy of his first printciple is exposed by thé discovety
of some good, where he believed that noné existed,
doubt and suspicion will be thrown upon all his views.
Let us acknowledge; therefore, thit Rome comes be-
fore us with many apparent preténsions to fespect.
She is the descendént of a primitive and oite véne-
rable branch of tlre Church Catholic, a branch digni-
tied of old by its immediate ¢onnection with apostolic
teaching; to common and even to €lhtistian eyes,
which trace a Providential hand in the fise and fall
of all the kingdoms of the earth, illustrious by the
#ssociations of ancient empire; and eonsecrated by
the blood of martyrs, and by the meirrory of days—=
@lays indeed far, far distant—whén; amidst the tréat
¢hery and defeetion of nearly the whole of the natiofis,
Rome, almost solitary and unaided, stood firm iti the
naintenance of truth; and gathered round her the te-

dnd caused their corruption and their fuin, It was
the Christianity, not the Popery of Rome; which raised
our glorious cathedrals; Popery would have pulled
thent to the ground—would have suffered thém to lie
unfinished or to decay, father than abandon its ektors
tions on the funds by which they were created. It
was the Christianity, not the Popery of Romé, which
Christianized the heathen=<to which wé owe-—and
neter let us dehy that we owe—=the restoration of our
owii Christianity in this land: Popety would have
suffered then, as she siiffers now; the wholé hefithen
world to lie in darkness without making at effott to
save it, unless et 6Wn dgerandiZement were sectited
by it. Look to lier oWwn confessibn, to her own res
cords of her present missionary exertions; dhd they
will be found almost exclusively confined to places
where the Gospel already has been preached, and by
the Church of England. ~ 1t is against the Chiirch of
England, vot for the relief of heathens, that het tis=
sionary system is maintained.* It was the Christians
ity of Romie, not its Popety, which spread peace; ¢ul
tivation, and civilisation over the deserts of European
society, by charities of life, by a disinterested defence
of the oppressed; by a sober and chastening influence
over turbulent barofis, by an enlightened mediation
between contending parties, by fostering att, and by
exercising science; Wwhile the moment that the Papal
element of mischief intervened; the onds of society
were broken; subjects were arrayed against Kings;
and kings against each other; the wealth of nations
was swallowed vp and withdiawn B
books were to be tlosed; science dis
graded intd materialisin ang sensualism; the very
tongues of men denatutalized or strack dtimb, and
their edrs closéd agninst instruétion ; lest; in a‘wa,ken-‘
ir;.g t:el;eﬂson,‘(;hege Shhould be awakened dlso a spirit
of rebellion, and thotigh Chyistiun: icht stand:
Papacy should full: 8. istianity might stand; the
, Without this discrimiivation in the workings of
P-bpery it wx“ﬁéc?rcely be possible to contemplate the
history of theé Church before the sixteenth centary;
and its history since; withoiit goime misgivitigs and
sectet lofigings to be enableq {4 speak of P

; opéry more
favourably than our ancestofs have done, or éven to

as_simila}te'?ur present system more closely toit:  But
with this discfimination we shill see thit if the Chureh
of Englaud seems in any point to have failed; or fallen,
or to be about to fall,—if jtg spiritual powet seems
partially paralyzed—=if its tone.of piety and holiness
be deteriofited,—this limentable effett has followed
not ffotn a sepatatiofi from Popery, buf from 4 heglect
of_oﬁr own Chtistianity; and by awakening ahd puri-
fying, and developing ot Christianity; not by assimi-
latitig ourselves with Popery, the Church of England
is to be placed ohee tore in its high position:

What, tlen, is the essentially evil principle whick
tonstittites Popery, ds distinét from that Cutholie
spirit which it held, as it were; in solution, and by
which it has beéni preserved from utter destruetion ¥
It is the principle of centralisation andl wnity in the
Churéh, carried to & height far beyond the limits affived
Uy its great Fouder, anl gathering the whole of Chris=
tendom round one locul and visible point for the purpose
of giving to ils thovements the greater energy, perma-
nence, and potet : in other words, it is the ereation of
one acumenitil bishop, to supplant the college of bishops
and for the putpose of spreading dnd upliolding a spi-
ritual empire upon carth.

couraged, art de=

_ CONVERSIONS TO ROMANISM.
(From the Irish Ecclesiastleal Journal, of December, 1842.)

Sir,—My atteiitioti has been ditekted to a paras’
graph inserted i the Freeman's Joutnal of the 24th
of Octtober; ad vopied from the Belfust Vindicator;
which Has; I titidetstand, appeared in other papers
also: It isvheadcd, “FOUR CONVERSIONS TO THE CATH62
LIC CHURCH AT DUNGIVEN;" and then proceeds =
“On Sutiddy, the 16th ult., in Gortnaghy Chapel (one

verence and affection of the greatest fathers of the
€hurch. Tt was Rome that first politically developed
the internal ofganiZation of the Church, and ma¢shal
fed it to resist at once the sword of barbarian invadérs
and the sceptre of barbarian princes. It was Bome
of old; that when thick darkness fell uport Burope,
kept alive the lamp of the Gospel, employink, indeed,
to shelter it, huwau art and human cotruptions, but
sheltering it still. It was Rome that; upon the ruins
of a fractured empire, once wore laid down lines, un-
safe indeed, but tempting and frequented, by which
nation communicated with nation, and Europe became
a Christendom. - Even her most grievous corraptions

were wade providentially the means of preserving

of thost belonging to Dungiven charge), Miss Henry
atid Mrs. Lynch rejected the tenets of Protestantism;
dnd were duly received by the Rev. Mr. Dempsey intd
the bosom of the Catholic Church. Fheir publie
profession of the faith, being wade before Divine Ser«
vice, in the presence of a numerous eongregation, was
trulyimposing: Manyrespectable Protestants wete pre«
sent on the occasion.  During the preceding week twer
others alsd opened their eyes to the saving truths of
Catholicity.””  As the Incumbent of the parish of
Dungiven, I naturally felt désirous to inquire into the
facts of a case, so ostentatiously put forth, and ir

* For a verification of this singular fact, see the remarkable
work entitled ** Annales de Ja Propagation de la Foi,”
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