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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

RISHOP ALEXANDER'S OWN .\(1(?()(}1\"".0;‘
IS CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY.

[‘The fllowing is a eopy of the Apprndix to the
Sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. Hatehard, at the
baptism of the present Rishop in Jerusalem, at. Ply-
mouth. June 22, 1823.]

1x complianer with the wishes of those o whom
Vam greatly imtebied, 1 oam indueed to sive a
brief acconnt of the etrenmstancces whicl led ine
to the fHinal decision of embracing (he Christian
relicion,

I was born in a town in Prussia in the yvear
1799 ~eduecated, sinée the seventh vearof my
pazey priveipally in e Talmnd, and in the =tricl-
ext principlea of Judaisne, From my sixteenth (o
my twenticth year, §held the office of o teachn
of the Talomud and the German lanenige anwne
my brethren in Germany @ at which petiod, asi-
firation of 2 similar nature offered ieli to e in
Enuland, where it was vequived Gl [ skonld be
:-nlmlrln- of performing the duty of o chocket, G
effiee, a8 38 known to my Jewish brethrin. only
given (o pepsons peculiory goattied, and wio
mnst go (hrongh the strietext examination by the
high-priesty—this, hewever, Tsoon acqnized, and
cutme o Faskal,

Not to enter into usefestidtails, 1 need only,
mmention, that wntil that thue 1 had not the sligli-t
eet knowledee of Christiznity, n Jid T even
know of the existence ol the New Teclamont.®

Strong impressions of prepudies auainst the ve-
rv name of Christy was allthe knowledse T pos-
gessed of him, and in blindness wnd iennimnee, |
never felt cwrions to inguire the saason of 1ha
prejudice, [ looked upon all other seets hosides
Jowsy as the Gentile idoltors mentioned hy No.
ses and the Prophets, from whom | fomnd snfli-
cient repsons and comninds to abhar their prac-
i But, blessed be the Lovd God ol Abgihean,
sae, and Jdacohy who has deadt thus wereifulis
with me, a worin, who am not worthy of the least
of his mercies, in raising me Teone a death-like
sloep, in which so many <l remeing who ave sa-
tishied with a False peace, withont a wish or an
eftort to be awakened from its dingers,

In the year 19201 came to Londen, and having
found myeell disappointed of the situation above
atheled 1o, ) was recommendil by the kindnoss
i the high-priest in Londop toa private family
in the conntiy, o< tatar tadheir ehililen. )

My ewloverwat a man of striet inteerity, and
strongiy attachad to the prineiples and coremonies
of Judaism,  Tle was the fivst whe acqunintéd me
with the exertions which are making in Fneland
for the conversion of ihe Jews, bat treated them
with desision, and suidy that every Jew ought to
read the New Testament, in order to he more con-
firmed in his ewn veligion,  This ronseld my cu-

r'msit}', and net heing able then to read and lll\-J

derstand Faelich, 1 proenred a German Bible. 1o
was greatly strack with the fisst of S Matthew,
and had.nn idea that Christians knew any thing
of our patriarchs, T was still more struck with
the character of Christ, and the excellent morals
which he tanght s but having gone no further than
merely to admit thew, it produced no particular
effeet upon my mind, thedch it conspderably les-
sened my prejndiers. By the providenee of Gaid |
was led trom thenee to snatherplace (Norwich) as
rahbi, where 1 had apportunity and leisure to give
Tessons in Hobrow and German, a< § had then ob-
tained some knowledga of the Vuelish langnaeo,
This afforded me the means of accoss 1o mﬂ'l'l\‘ ?)i-
o Chiistians, and of beeoming more acquainted
with their veligion. 1 was in an especial manner
led ta read the New Testineni. and found many
ol the reforenzes there viven to the old Testament
rrapheciex incontravertibly fulfilled,
This pradneed wrand uneasiness of mingd : bt in-
stead of tirning ty face to the Lard God in pray-
er and supplication, to girect and load me in the
right waycbendeavoured to shrink and turn awav
from the Divine lght whiel had thus begun lo
dawn upon me. ®
About this period, the situztion at Plymouth
mast providentiolly affored itselt, and 1 was led
to acenptit, partly from its having been represen-
ted to me a8 more advantageous, it chivliv from
the: desive 1 felt to bueame reconciled to ey torm-

* Were it must be siaaad, that at ol the -Jearish
colh;-:«-.a on the conlinent, the New ‘Tesianent is ne-
ver introduced or e tisnd,

or views, and regain my peace of mind, with a
full determination to have no intercourse with
Christians ; and duving my first three mnpths. at
Plymonth I strictly adhered to this reselulion ;—
Saton so far aided the wishes of my wicked heart
as to Il me again into a delusive peace.

The Lord, in his love toward me, would not
cufter me 1hus to proceed in the path of destrue-
tion ; he raised me up a .spiri(uul preceplor in a
friend (the Rev, Mr. Golding) who was desirous of
taking lessons in Hebrew 5 and when we hegan to
tead for our lossons parts of the Qld Testament,
subjects of discussion often !n‘(-sonlm! themselves,
and feelings to which 1 had for some time past been
A slranger dgain rose inmy wind, and T hegan more
cerionsly (and ¥ (st not without earnest prayer to
Coul for his smidance) (o inguire into (he frath, by
mare eavefully comparing the Old and New Testa-
ment 2 sl after mneh menfal conflicty eame al-
mosl to the convietion that Jesus was {he Mes-
sith, whom 1 had been taught tof expect in adif-
ferent foan form fhat in which he is reelly repre-
sented in the Ol Testament.

K4l T could notsee evervthing so clealy as to
b enahled o grive npall for him; 1 had not strength
enengh to avow tay feclings publiely, thengh 1
Jid not hide them from several of my  breihren,
eapeeially Trom one with whem 1 had more fre-
quent intareourse 3 to him my senlimenis were
well kiown, and it pleased the Tovd to raise him
up. after havine heen aeygnainted with it for several
months, to iufoom the elders of the congregation ;
they conlid do no otherwise thin take the matier
into geriens consideration. and, L am sure not with-
oul very peindul feelinge to them, made known
the civowea wees (o the Rev, S0 Hersehel, Chief
Rabbi, wha bas the power of deciding Giese mat-
terse b vegeested iny cospension until he heard
acain from ke econgregtfion,in ender finally to
Ao, TR was one o e most painful periods

: Natigstivred gp every possible means
i donids o me,
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D2 Pl sl pre peguainted with himan nature,
anwith the inflrenee of eady cdueation, will
easily B eble do jadge in whet o paininl sitaation
P was then placed, By fdlowing tha dictates of
my eopsciones, Uhad nathing elve fo evpeet than
1o lote ali that wae valwable 1o pie in thit world,
a camfortable and saflicieni Beeliboed, together
with the affection: and { .u!\m{l ot all who were
dear to me.

But by vieldine (2 fhe  enfreatios of my
friendss 1 shonld have inflicted 2 wonnd upon my
conseience ; in shortanany painful ideas presented
themzelves to me---the givine up ail (o which 1
was evidently exlled,) the prejucices of early im-
pressions, amd the prospeet of havinge to take up a
new and heavy crogs in my futuee lile,

ANl these considerations ¢a tended 10 ineresse
my distress of inind. that it there could have heen
found ot that time any means whatevor to vocon-
cile me to my former views, T ehonld have gladly
nsed them.t However, this wae net e Lord's
will, A week after T was finaliy suspended. and
had evidenily {minlt‘:] outio me ibe way in which
Vawas to go: 1 begm to sulmit myselt {0 the Lord
to follow T 5 and soon “aiterwards rogularvly at-
tendod the ministry of adear friend (e Rev, Mr,
Galding. then officioting at- Ntoachouse Chapel,)
ta whaose spivitual instzuction § am greatly indebt-
ed. Having alse been brought into immediate
connexion with many Clristinn friends, my mind
hecame more apd mere established, which led me
finally to embrace the Chistian faith as my futore
hape for time and for clemnity.

To my Jewish friends, whose kindness toward
me I shall ever remember, Uhegto take this op-
portunity of returning my sincere thanks; and
thongh I am sensible of heing an outeast from
them, yet 1 trast 1shall never be wnmnindful of
them hefore a throne of grace in my feehle prayers,
“that the Lot may bless and kecp them, that the
Lord may cause his face to shine upon them, and
be gracious unto them, that the Lord may lift up
the light of his countenanee, and give them npeace,

even  (he peace of God, which passeth all under-
stinding.”>—Amen.

n

M. 8 Arexasnee,

} Tn preof of this I must state, that «o grant, was the
struzele, anid so carnest the entreatics o my friends
at that time, that [ was even induced to m)in-:xlpa-r»
sonally, and also by letter, to the leader of 1he conere-
tation, 1o say that 1 should he happy to retrace my
stzps, if any means could be found 1o retaove the dif-

ficulties by which 1 was encomipassed.

MISCELLANEOUS.,

From late Bristol papers.
MIRACULOUS Plll"‘.‘S:l_l::RV:\TION FROM SHip.

3 .

We lhave lo record from the mouth of the mas-
ter, the anly surviver, (as far as he has been ahls
1o relate it,) one of the most miracnlous and pro.
vidential cscapes from shipwreck of which w,
have ever heard or read.

Durting the awful storm of Friday night, the 3
December last, the sloop Perscverance, Morria
Livans, master, of Carnarvon, with a mate, ons
scaman, and_a boy, bound from South Yarmomh
to Dublin, when hetween the Sputh Bishops ant
the smalls, carvied away her bowsprit; and, im.
mediately after, n sca hroke on board that Swopl
the decks, carrying away her bulwarks and chaiy
cables, staving her boat, and making her a com-
plete wreck, witli cvery sea sweeping her fore
and afl.

She was now driving before a furious north-
wester, with her mainsail set—the captain, mate,
and the man, took refuge in the cabin, up to their
necks in water; but the boy, in endeavouring t
follew their example, was washed overhoard Iy
a sea, and his wailing cries were instantly lost
amidst the tumulinous howling of the tronbled
deep. Al abont twelve o’clock at night, the ves-
sel struck in a small cove on a part of the coast
near St Bride’s, in the Jack Sound, called the
Deer-park, where the clifls are nearly in perpen-
dicular height from 150 to 200 feet, (nearly op-
posite to the rock on which the ill-fated Albion
steamer was lost.) The mainmast immediately
broke into three or four picces; and the last
which the captain knew of his men, for they kept
calling to cach other so long as the sea ¥emitted
their heads to be ahove water, was the feeling of
their hands as they held on to the wreck under
water ; such was the dreadful state they were in
on the instant when the vessel struck.

Tie captain was instantancously washed over-
hoard, when he grasped one of the pieces of the
mainmast, and was washed with it into a cavern
in the perpendicular cliff, and it was carried away
as instantly as he loosencd his grasp, and had got -
a litile beyond the force of the waves. This ca-
vern, at the high spring-tide, is many feet under
water.  There he lay, holding on to the rocks,
with the sea bursting and bubbling over him, till
next morning (Saturday.) This being the time
of the neap-tides, with a gale of wind blowing
right upon the coast, the tide recedes so little as
ta make it an impossibility for any one to get ont
of this eove, save by climbing these perpendicu-
lar vlifls, or of getling out of the cavern, except
by walching till the heaviest wave has broke.

After exhansting himself, the caplain said, m
eiving for assistance, theve scemed to be no alter-
native but that of being drowned in the caver,
or being starved o death by cold and hanger
He now cut his hoots from his feet with his knite,
and threw them upon a ledge of vock ahove the
cavern, in the hope that they might mect {he
cye of some one in passing 3 and then Qammcncml
an allempt to seale the cliff, which he had mas-
tored, he says, a height of above forty feet—when
on t2king hold of a stene, which was loose, ke
began ta slip; and at the very moment that he
fell, and expected to have his hrains dashed out
on a huge rock immediately below, and on which
he must fall, a tremendous sea swept over the
rock, and bore him te the mouth of the same ca-
vern to which he had hefore bean cast, and in
which he had lain hefore ; and now, with feet
and hands dreadfully swollen by climbing, and
the action of the salt water—battered, hruised,
and dreadiully shaken, he lay another night in
Ihis awful cavern, with the sea breaking over and
drenching him.,

Sunday moeming came, with no possibility of
receivinghumanaid.  Once more he nerved hine
self to try and gel ont of the cavern. e had,
he says, prayed most fervently 5 he thonzht of
his sick wife and infant family-~he made the a2t
tempt—~and he found himself most wonderlully
strengthened every stop he took.

After incredible Loil, and tearing his hands aud
feet ascinst the sharp-pointed rocks in a moit
dreadful way, he ascended very nearly to Ihe
summit—where he was so very nearly flling
azain, that he looked whereahouts he shonld fali:
but, most pmvidcntiaﬂy, despair nerved him o
almost superhuman resolution, which enahled him

to scize hold of a projecting pinnacie of rock, v




