14

THE TLAND WE LIVE IN,

For The Land We Live In, }
Tales Around the Camp Fire
No. 2.

By Cartaiy Cnias. A, J. Fanrag.

Sitting around the camp-fire on the

shore of Sturdivant Cove, at the hend of
Umbagng Lake, one evening « nuwher of

years ago, the Colanel proposed that we
shouid shorten the time that would in-

tervene hefore retiving, by story tellirg.

and thut each member should relain
zome episode in his life.

ides, Colonel, replied the Jadge, ‘i gx

the Captain very kindiy gave ns o lesf

from his experience the other wvening,
we shall be pleased to hear yousom a
yarn to-unight.’
the Schoolinsster in the party, ‘yonr pro-
position is 4 good ane.
to back it up.  ‘Therefore we look ta you
{0 entertain us to-night, and you way ns
well begin nt once.”  And the pecazopns
having delivered  himaelf of bis opinion
in the decided way in which be waain
the habit of sddressing hin echohu~, ger
tled baek on the pile of cedar boughs on
which he reclined, into an easier pozition,

and prepared o listen, ofhin puiting !

away at his pipe, and sending large

wreaths of smoke ciccling upward into .

llimitable space.
‘When § mmle the propo-ition [ did
nok expect tn lake tha initintive,’ un-

swered Lhe Colonel, Inokingat his trieuds '

with a quiet smile, *but if you say so |
euppose 1 must.
Wooare in for it, Colonel, go shend,’

added the Iocvor, as ha threw several
sticky on the fire 1o inereaso the fading

light,

The Colonel gat quiet and thought fo
a few minutes, cunnng over in his mind
the uvents of his past life, and then be
am,

f suppose thut at some period in his ;

life every man hne & usrrow escape from
denth, and my life has not been ab ex-
ception, for at one time | came very near

shi filing off this wartal coily without

Jhaving a voice in’ the viatter.
*Ah,? snid the Doctor, ‘we rre to huve n
war reminiscence,’ .
‘You are wrong, Doctor)’ corrected the
Colonel, lnughing, ‘ay war stories hive
all been woen thread buare; and the

“events 1 am about to relate bappened
sevora] years before the vebellion, wheal |

Way # young man in my twenties.'
‘When youn was youngand foolish,' sug

gested the Judge, poking his friend in

the riba)’

1 will plead guilty to being young at
the time, buy wlether foolish ar not my
story shall devide,’

‘At the time af whieli I speak, I was
iraveling in the Western States as 1n ln-
surance Agent for the O—— Fire Insur-
ance Company of New York)!

tAnd they tired youont oa a trip onge
in a whilo, brake in the pedngopue.

‘No interruntions,’ exelaimed the one

marchant in the party, who had st quiet.

ly listening all the while.

‘(e this particulur day,’ resnmed the
Colonel, ‘I was in the Western part of
the State of M——. Abontseven o'clock
that evoning, after riding hard all dav, 1
pulled. up before a large log cabin that
staod a short distance from the rond.
Leaping fiom my borse, and fasteuing
him to & post hard by, [ went up ta the
house and knocked 1 the doov. My sig
nalwas answered by a davk, conrse-feut
ured, repulsive looking wan, apparentl
about forty years of age, 1 respectiully
inquired my whereabouts, and how far it
was to the next village, for, to tell the
truth, I had lost my way, and was ina
state of bewildering uncerlainty ss to
whero 1 then was.

‘Guess it's about ten miles, stranger,’
wig the reply, *but I think "twill rain be-
fore you git thar. Just look at the clowds
yender!

‘I glanced at ihe heavens, aud there,
sure enongh, nasn mass of murky, owi.
nous looking clouds seudding through
tbe sky.

‘My business had occupied my thoughts
80 much during my ride, that 1 had not

That's a goml |

*Yes, Colonel mided :

Don't be afveand |

l laken partieular notice of the weather,
and | was greatly surptized to notice the
I sudden atmosphericul change that had
" taken place,
+ Yau has better stop with me to-night,
Cstanger,’ resumed oy would ba  host,
Cofn i will be a bad aight to be gut, 1ot
i menjous tough st eardin’ 10 my way
o Aninkin', My ‘commadations sin'l
quite s+ good as you'll ind st the vifiage,
Lut you're weleowe Lo rich ns they sro)
Hohardly kuew whether 1owas best foe

e T resin or pot. for U Ny peraon

Fhind some five thoasw,d datinre, videh
Cen b owes sowewhan disGaattal of e
wntt's Lonesty— b~ wppenanes being by
RO e at tve—might prave an ju
Derutive o i, U weg a wild, deeany
ool phies whera the eabun was faeats
ped, e nway feonn sy o her tencgient,
anil seeming, (o my eyes,n litting placa
for deeds of dusdin s,

1 owas suepiviused o slwavs s of
stestgers—autd | ool hadl resolvod to
toonat my stevd aind Diwve thg tewpost,
whes o shurp fosh ol lghtnireg, wng ine
veverbieration of dis (et e, asoared
uie e storm sos ¢ ase ae bengy amd |
decided to stay.

“Snying thae be would care for my
bovge, (he mun desived twe o enter the
bouse, whete | would find his wife, who
¢ would vender wo sueht servica ay | might
. wish.

*Valise in hand [ enlered,

‘Yo imps of purgatory ! of all ibe vile,
hidrous laoking hags on which 1y eyes
ever pested, that man's wite was the en)
" minatian, but it would have requived tho
pencil of o Dore 1o huve delineated huy
teatuves in all their classic ugliness,

. 'This specimen of hunranity huolan ox
pression that devoted even to the most
castn} obaerver, an amount of Inten evil
but seldom fonnd in a human being,
Perhnps her appearsnce prejudice we
against her; at any sate I resolved o be
wary, and trust poi iy lieitly to her tok.
teng of iriendship, shonld she Jprofter
i any.
Didu't ferl inclined to mash her, did

i
! you, Colonel? Janghed the Doctox.

( ‘Nuy he lelr inclined Lo smash ber,’ pat
i iu ths Juidge, quickly. :

{ Without noueing the interruption thes
: Colnnel continued,

« ‘Previous to my eniering the cabin, the
: man, upon whoss hospitality 1 was thus,
as iy were, thagt, bas remarke- that as
his wifo was somewbnt deaf, I s ould
¢ have to exert myself to make her Liear,

“I'he {urpiture of (he apartment was in
keeping with its occupants. A table
standing uuneasily upon three legs, two or
three dilapidated chairs, & irunk ar chest
in one cosner, and frngment of a looking
plass, completed the visible portion of
the furnitura of the establishment,

'As 1 did nov leel much like talking,
especinlly to n deal person, [ sat still ana
watehied the old wowan get supper.

tJust as it was readv in eame my host
with my sazldle bage [ toid him 1o put
them on the lloor, und asked i if he
had tuken care of my horse properly,

‘He replied in the aflirmative, and afler
he had dofted his jacket and hat asked
me Lo sit down to supper.

it poured down as it the lountuins- of
heuven were opened. While we were
enting supper tho man asked me my
| nume, where | was (vom last, and many
i other questions,

“When wo'had finjelted the vepust, T
looked at wy wateh and found it was al-
mast uive o'cloek, snd 18 1 was greaily
etigued, L asked 1wy hiost ta show me to
L my raotu.

u wash voom,.where | follewed him, hav-
ing first taken my saddle-bags aud valise.

‘Alter entaring the yoow, he said ‘you'll
heve to sleep in the Jo'toverhead, as my-
sell and the old woman uses this place.!

‘A lndder led to the loft overhiead. We
aseended this primuive stairway, opened
i tha trup-door, and stepped into the loft.
My host sot down the candle, and with a
short ‘good night, immediately retired,
closing the trap-door is he descended the
laddenr.

S

‘Lighting a candle, he led tho way nito |

*By this time it had begun to rain, and |

_ ‘FFor 2 moment after he had denarted
[ stood irresolute, the aspect of things
looked dubious. I could not undersiand
why the blood rushed through my system
with such velacity, ar why a feeling so
pear akin te fear disturbed my whnle be-
ing. 1t was very much such & feeling as
1 experienced on the eve of my fivst bat-
tle while in the army, :

'l glanced around the gloomy apart.
ment. The accoamodations for eleeping
were not of the best. Such as they were,
however, I nas forced to content myself
with, and wearled and tired I endeavored
ta compose mysell to slesp. Notwith-
standing my resolve to maintain.a strict
vigilance over the movements ot those
below e, [ s00n lost conseiousness, my
head resting upon thie valise containing
my woney. | msy have slept for hours
—the exaet time 1 had no means of de-
termining—1 only kuow that after a rest-
less, broken slumber, in which visions of
evil constantly hounted me, I awoke
fr mmy rest. My candle had expired,
»ll, a)] was darkness within the attie.
‘The rain still pattered upon 1he roof with
n dull, dismal wuarmur, white preat drops
would find their way in upon me, All
seetned dreary ; the dresviness of death;
nothing to relieve the monotony of the
hour.

*Suddenly beneath me I heard a move-
ment, thea voices, and then [ could dis-
tinguish my bost and her he ealled his
wife, in conversation. [ listened intently,
not with the idea of eaves dropping, but
with au intenau conviction that { was the
subject of their conversation. Every
renpivation of my lungs was made care
fuliy. 1 daved not bresthe, Doubt, un-
ceriainty, apprebenzion, all erowded at
once upon wy mind. | am not a ner-
vous or excifuble man ; but the equivo-
cal situntion in which [ was placed wade
the great, bended drops of perepiration
slart to my forehead.

*Ie's got money, Nau, and we can just
split his weazau same us the others, ut-
tered the man in a cold, reckless, blood-
thirtsty manner.

*Same 43 the others,’ [ mentally solilo-
quized, ab, then I am not the firat one,

‘Spose ye'll koife biny then,' responded
the deuf woman, in an indifferent man-
ner, while it occurred (o me that her
hearing had grown wonderfuily acute in
a few hours. : :

‘] allers does my jobe up right,’ was the
businees like answar,

‘There's na doubt bat that he's the In.
surance Agent?’

‘None ut ght ; [ tracked bim from C—,
aod should have drawn hia clarel alore,
but sumthin’ scemed allers to prevent.

‘A e~ld ehiverran nver mya, as | realized
that the shudow of avath bad bung over
me lor many hours.

ive tho sand dollars, you said ?* mus
ingly quevied the wowan. as it calenlar
iug the magpitude of 1he sum.

*Yea, I'm sure of it

“Phen, and her words weie fearfully
eswphatic, {l w2y knife him I’

‘A mist appeared to enshroud my
brain, a baze enme over my faculties, as |
heurd the man nuswer as decidedly :

I shall do it 1

‘While I was startled at the summary
manyer in which they had derermined to
dispose of me, I could vot help congrat.
nlating myself on my ability to defeat
their plans. As guietly a8 possible | rose
from my couch and examined my pistols
‘I'sey were loaded, enpped, and ready for
use,

“Then | anxiously awaited forther
demoustrations.

‘A moment or two Iater 1 heard steps
ascending the ladder, and then the trap
door was gently raised, cautionsly it was
opened wide., 'Then 1 heard a body
creeping stealthily along toward my bed.
I nerved wysgell up anl awnited the re
sult, The storm had suddeniy ceased,
und the silence was painful. At that
moment a ray of moon light shone in
through & crack in the yoof, while simul-
taneously the villain raised bis koife, and
then with ths muscular force of a brawny
arm it descended into—the bed clothes,
at that ingtant I discharged my pistol at

oy would be murderer. A groan, a brief
struggle, and all was . over.. Descending
into the lower apartment I found it un

occupied. The crone, hearing the report’

of my pistol, had flad, whither. I knew
not; and from that day to this ! have
never heard what became of her. "

The following morning after this tragic
event, which resulted so fortunately for
me, [ resumed my journey, sending back
from & neighboring town, aesistance to
see that tha body:was properly iuterred.

‘Comrades, my story is ended, and
am going to turo in.’

‘8o say we alf of us,’ saag the Judge,
as the eircle broke up for that night,

Mr L. E Doe, of Moe's. River, Que.,
who was one of the first to whom we sup-
plied Barber's Instan aneous Rheumatic
Qure, says although he has never used it
secording to directions, it alwvays relieves
him when he feels a touch of theumatism
by simply taking a_dose or two, and that
he has in the same way cured or relieved
several of his frionds and acquaintances,
Mr Walter Hanover, 116, Broadway, Fall
River, Mass., can testify to the benefits
derived from the nse of this Rheumatic
Cure amonget his personal friends and
acquaintunces. Price $1 per botite.

Mr, Joseph Andrews, of Windsor Mills
Que., says that the use of OXIEN makes
hiwa feel ten years younger, and that he
ean walk off as if relieved of a heavy
lond.

Parker W. Nagle, Esq,J. P.. of Rock
Forest, Que., Crown Forest Hanger, says
that less than a bottle of Barber’s Insian
tune -8 HKhewmetic Curey completesy
cured his son*who had been confined {n
his bed withinflammatory rheumatisma-. «
rheumatio fever. for several weeks uix
time during three suceessive - winte

Timothy Leet, Esq., of Danville Que., .

Clerk of the Circuit Court, and Serg't

Shaw, also of Danville, a- member of the

Wimbledon feam. hoth testify to -ihe

benefits derived by them personally frous- -

tha 1o of Barber's Instanlancous Bhiu-
wudls Sxre. : :

SURE CURE!

From testimonials furnishéd to us, we
have no hesitation in pronouneing Dr. 1),

P Ordway's Improved Plastor an infalli- -
ble specific for Lung and all Bronchial -

Troubles, Pneumonia and Consumptior,
when used in time, and continued aceor.I-
ing to direstions, - Anything we endor o
(except commercial paper) ean be relic:l
upon as good tor its face- value, ovr all it
promises, s we invariably deeline to suyp:
ply such endorsement until we are fuliy
sarisfied that we ave correct in so doing,
Any other course would injure us person.
ally and pecuniarily. In this same -catu.
gory we unhesitatingly include Barber's
Tustantaneous Rheumatic Cure. Oxien
for Insomnia and Nervousness Iill's
Golden Qil for serafches in horses, and
fleshs wounds or bruises in man or beast,
the Infallible Corn Cure. Dr. Barton's
Pick-Me Up Powders for Horses™ Wal
cott's Pain Paint, Harvard Bronchial
Syrup, Hill's Golden Tonic and Blool
Purifier, Kendall’s Kidney and Liver
Cure. an ¥ Dr, Bush’s ¢ Boss” ¢Yough Syrap,
for alt of which we.are General Agents,
and can supply Agents and the trade in
the U. 8. and Canada.

Hill's Golden Oilis the best knowa
remedy for seraiches in horvses, and .for
bruises and flesh wounds inman or boast,
We will refund the money, on any pur~
chase made from us, where it fails {0
Cure when nsed in aceordance with the
divections. Aponts and the trade sup-
plied in Canada, and the U. 8. Singlo
ottles 25 and 50 cents. Wholesale prico
slips on application.

QUSTACHE and Inrge illustrated
Fals“ m catulagae for 10c.. sgror 250, .
6mli THURBER & CO. Bay 8hare, N.Y.
75 SAMPLE PAPERS, CATALOG-
UES, CIRCULARY, PAMPHLHETS,
ela, for oniy 6. If you want thomg gend nl
onpe to  The Star Malling Agency, Genessy
Co,, Bawons, N, Y. ir




