
THE FIRST CANADIANS IN FRLANCE

that morning, he said he'd like te take
a look inside and see the works." H1e
laulghed aleud nt this gruesome wit-
ticis» and eontinued: "Se he gave
me a whiff of ether, opened the skul
and, just as 1 expected, found 'ne-
body homne'. He closed the deor, and
beps 1 arn, fit as8 a fiddle. )What a
lueky devil 1 arn te have no brains!"

A nuiner ot wounded officers had
arrived with the men, and many ef
olr private rooms were filled. We
had retained the brass beds, a few
iprtwtical chairs and arnali rugs for
tb..se rooms, and with a good fire in
tb. <rate they looked particuarly
cosy and attractive. seclprd

in supplementing the meals of the
patients, beth officers and meni, width
Melicacies et their own. To the hot
toast chicken was added creamed as-
paragus or French pes, appetizing
salads of fresh green vegetables--
whi<eh miay be had lin France the year
rournd A bottle ef aie or wine and
bot-bouse grapes or Spanish cante-
leupe helped te make life pleasant

ad hustened theni aleng the road te
kt-alth. Oh, yen mnay ireil believe that
notbing s omitted whieh made for

tercomtort or well-being. We teit,
&nd justly se, that for the men who

-e the line" there s nething in
tim ide world hiait good enougb. As

theinsectnggeneral remarked te

the colonel a feu days later.-
eéGive the beys the best the land

ettheni. If they waut beer or wmne,
bet he have it. Spare ne expense

tht il make them happy and reil

As 1 eutered the reeni ot a young
E els aptain, I teund hlm propped

upin ed witli a feir magazies and
bosbeulde "him. He was loeking

It as oui stock question.
He niled plessantly as h. replled:.

-Spenddair, splendid. Tour nurses

are charmingly attentive and kind.
The reems and meals are delightful.
Frm in great dread lest I get well tee

l1e handed me a litie eruimpled
square on whieh a tew uines in peneil
were ;grFwledl, and centinue(]: "I
showed that note te mny eemmianding
officer before they earried mne away.
It was a humiliation, but it wus my

"What doeq it mnean?1" I asked hlm,
"'nsure this littie bit et paper bas

a hiistory."
lie Smuiledi reiniscqently snd b.-

gan. "Ouir cempany had been hold-
inxg a peint lin the lUnes whie-h, undiier
a terrifie bomnbardmnent, had bevoine
untenalel. The einmanding effileer
ordered us te withdraw te a sater
trench in the rear. 1 called niy men
and we sueeeeded li retiring te the
position lndlcated, lin goed erder snd
with few casualties?"

"I theught every mian b.d left the
advanced trench, buit a feu moments
later when a smail bedy ef (lrermnanu
attempted te sterm it. we were aaton-
ished te sec it defended by rapid rifle
lire troni semne unknowon source. The
baffle raged for some heurs ail aleng
the line, but still this littie spot s
stubbornly held.. Again and again
the Germnsa assailed it; but eaeh time
with the saine Iack et su mes-ecli
attaek they lest twenty or thirty men,
and those who res<Shed the trench
uer. apparently unable te oust itz
inysterlous detenders. 'When dusk
fell the fighting ceased; and shortly
aftenuards I received thia littie note
-it speaka for itseit."

1- spread the paper upen my bueS
and rend:

S Sr,-Two Cther mxen and I vere l.tt b..
hind wben the comipa»y withdrew. Dur.
ing the. flgiit we col .. t.d in eight strag-
glers from other battalions. SQ we, are. now
eleven. We held the. Us. agninsRt ail the
attaeiis. If yeu, sir, and the resit et the.
cempary wish to cemé barki now, the.

tec spertectly same.

To b. continueLd.


