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GREAT FIRE IN HAMILTON.

FOUR MEN KILLED—LOSs  Froy  $800,000 To
$1,000,000,

The two full-page illustrations will give a
very good iden of the great conflugration which
took place in Hamnlton, on the Ist instant, - At
abhout 5.30 p. m., on the day wentioned, a lnrge
volume of flamtes ws seen bursting through the
rool of ““ Melnpes' Bloek,” which way situated
on the corner of John avd Kingstreets, snd was,
nndoubtedly, the finest block in the eity.
Many of your readers, who are in any way ac-
quainted with Humilton, will vemember the
handsome structure, tor it has long been the
most prominent specimen of ornatwental archi.
tecture in the city.  The main portion of the
building was ereeted for Messes, . Melunes &
Co., by an Awerican architeet, in 1856, at an
vnormons cost, and an extension of the King
atreel front was made f0 1866, The fronts con-
sisted of what is known s Ohio {reestone, sl
the walls wereof brick. A portion of the King
strect front was aceupivd Ly the Bank of Ham.
ilton, aud another portion on the same street
by the Hamilton Provident and Loun Society.
mmediaely nbove the Bank wers the s Xtensive
premiises of Furner, Livingston & Co,, who are
engmeed in the faney dry goods trade. The
whole of the renninder of the buil ing was oe-
cupied Ly the widely koown fim of 1L M.
Tnness & Co., wholesale dry goods merchants,
Mr. D Melones is largely intetested in the
Cornuall Cotton Factary, is President ol the
Baunk of Hamilton, asd has long been one of
the most protisent merchants in Western
Cavada.

The fire uppears to have oviginated in the
packiug-roon of Faruer, Livingston & Co , and
spread with abuming mpibty. Mr. Mclnnes
himself was the first to notice the five; and im-
medintely gave orders to have g1l the fron doors
elosed which load fram ove building to the
other. Some of these doors must lhuve been
left apen, however, tur ina vey few minutes
dense elouds of smoke rolled out of all the win-
dows an the funrth lat,  There were two cleva-
tors in the premises which undoubtedly greatly
acvcelerated the draft. As the alarm rang out,
the fire brigade was squickly on the spor, but
some minates elapsed before the hose was pro-
perly sttached to the bydrants, Hamiltonians
have boasted of their  magnificent system ol
water works—which  were coustruceted at an
enornons co-t—but the citizens were, in this
instanee, dovined 1o a horrible disappaintinent,
fut o rgoner was the water turned on thun it
was discovered that the strenm conld not be
forced into the seeond story windows:  Mean-
tinwe the devouring olement was  spreading
tliroughout the whole buibiing, and came bunst-
ing out of the windows in a1l directions.

A STHONG WIKD

was blowing at the time wnd ‘great showers of
barning cinbers, went Boating ont upon the giv
amd were continually falling upon neighhourivg
roofs. . Fortanately the fire oceurred belore thie
werelants had left their stores tor the night,
aml they were, therefure, on hand with buckets
aipd rubber hase, and thus saved their promises.
Tt is reported that there were sone eight of ten
buitdings ignited st one thne, but all were put
out witiiout much Jdumage beiug done to any
except the
COLOURED CHURCH

which is two blocks off, and which was unfer-
tunately hurned to the ground.  The extensive
premises of

MIRSEE

SANFORD, VAIL & BICKLY,

on_ the adjoining corver of King aud John
streets, were soon in Qames, andd the tire brigade
was powerless throngh the duek of water pres.
sure,  Thousunids uf peaple hadwssembidivd nbout
the buruing buildings and, for a time, the ex-
vitement wus terrtbles  Mauy were convineed
that Hamilton was doomed to share the {mie
which befell Chicagn.

Tawas uight, however, the wind went down
and the duanger of further destruction was over.

THE LOSSES
of Messrs. 1, Melunes & Co. on stock nre estim-
ated at R400,000 ; on bnitding about R185H,000,
Pnsured on stock, 8158,000; on bailding, 336,000
Messrd, Sanford, Vail & Biekly, manutic-
turers of veady-made clothing, ave insured for
§203,000. Neariy all the best lusurance Come
panies are interestod. The Bouk of Hanilton
Toses camparatively pothing, aud the sanle nay
be said ob the Hawilton Provident and Loan
Saciety, for the vaults protected their contents
trom the Hre. The Merchants' Bauk, which
ocenpicd . the corner of Sanforl, Vail & Bickly
Block, sucededed in removing everything.
Furner, “Livingston & Coo were in»nrledl f\fr
$35,000.  Messrs., Dixen DBros,, dealers in fruit
and fireworks, were iusured for §1,000.

THE MOST AVPALLING

part of the tervible ealamity took place about 8
wu, on Saurday 2ud, when three worthy and
industrious’ citizens were killed - They  were
emplayees of the Gas Company:and were sent to
“the maing for the purpose of going into the
“eellar to eut off the gas supply. . Wlale they
were at work at the metre the whole of the Juhn
strert wall of the Melunes block fell inwunds
and Iniried the poor fellows beneath hundreds of
tons of stone sud brick, . Their names. were
Jumes J, Tvory, Jolim Nibhs, nnd Rebert Sey-
mour: all leave widows and the latter wan

D1AN TLLUSTRATED NEWS.

leaves seven children.  Owing to the dangerous
stute of the remnining walls Mayor O’ Reilly
could not give orders for, orsanctinn any efforts
to be made by hnndreds of willing hands, for
the recovery of the bodies until the walls were
all torn down—a  work of infinite diffienity.
The Captain of the Field Battery offered 10 level
them with his 8-pounder guns, but owing to ap-
prehended danger the offer was not aecepted,
The work of demnlition was then placed iy the
hands of some of the leading builders, and
stall of workmen unider the direction of Mr.
W, Hancock, immedintely went to work., At
#n carly hour on Sunday morning, while eu.
denvouring to put a derrick in position, Mr
James Hancock, Lrother of the contractor, was
accidentally

PITCHED HEAD FOREMOST

into & pile of stones and died sooun after. The
work of demolition continued till Tuesday
morning and the most dangerous walls were le-
velled to the ground. A nuber of men, di.ect-
ed by Mr. Litdebales, removed tons of the
débriy, and about neon on Tuesday, the 5Sth
tust,, the bodies of the three nnfortunate men
were recovered.  They were fonnd close toge.
ther and had evidently run for salety into the
archwny under the sdewalk, but as the im.
mense weight broke this  thronght they must
have met an instantancous death.

AN INQUEST

was held upon the body of Mr. Hancock and a
verdict of aceidental death returned.  Au iu-
duest was also held upon the three bodivs and
nfter certnin provress lind been made, wis ud-
journed vntil Wednesday.

THE FUNERAL

of the four vietims took place on the afterncon
of Tuesday, the Sthinst,, and was largely at-
tended.  Altogether, this great fire s considered
to Le the greatest calannty thal ever visited
Humilton,  The wholesale trade will reeeive a
heavy blow through the loss of the Melnnes
business; and it 35 not yet known whether the
place witl be reluilt or not.

Rumours are afloat a5 to the cause of the fire,
but as a searching investization is likely to take
place at an curly duy, it is idle to speculate on
any of them.  Messrs, Sanford, Vail & Bickly,
whio directly and indireetly give employment ta
upwanis of a thousand hands, will proceed at
once to rebuild and their business is now pro-
veerting as well as could be expected.

The Bank of Hamilton, under the alde man-
agement of Mr. H. €. Hamwond, was ready
for business at 10 o'clock next day in the Bank
of Montreal premises.  The Merchants Bank
immediately proceedud 10 the old promises of
the late Consolidated: Bauk, and the Hamilton
Provident and Loan Sociery. found premises in
Mr. AL Harvey's block on James street sonth,

The rxcitement am ngst the eitizens has, for
a week back, been most mtense. Hundieds of
invidents of lacal interist were oc urring from
Liour to hour, aud: crowds of people coctinuadly
surronnded the mins,

The fire brigaoe, under Chief Atehison, has
wotked nobly throughaut the whole time.

At the time ol writing, the walls have nearly
all been Jevelled 10 the ground, and the plade
whete Molunes” magmficent Lioek stood is now
Lut a vast heap of smouldering ruins,  The
sketelirs are by Messts. . G, Mackay aud F.
Bell Smith, of this city, aud show the large
building enwmpt in anes, and also the ruins
Lefore all the walls had beeu torn dowir.

W. F. MedL

Hamilton.

THE DISCOVERY OF
1851rPP1.

THE MISS.

THE HONOUR DUETO LA RALLE,
AND MARQUETTE.

NOT TO JOLIET

The dizcovery of the Mississippi-is an inter
esting question to Canadinus— tirt, boctuse the
several tival claimants to the hononr made Que-
beg their point of departare, aml, sceondiy, e
cause Joliet, one of the claimanix, was tong a
resident, if not a native, of Canadie,

The latest lighit thrown upon the problem ol
the diseovery of the Fa her of Witers comes
from M. Pievre Margry, the eminent Freueh
woagrapher, who lus tor many years devored
his attention to the antiquities of Americs. 1o
is the author of haifa dozen of volumes vexani.
ing the French in Norta Ameriea, and within
the last few years has put forth, under the
anspices of the UL 8. Government, tove octaves
of wemoirs and donments relating to cvents in
New France prior to 1754, These volumes are
printed from original “manuseripts, and My,
Margry has materinl gathered  for three more,
Duoes the library ac Ottawa pessess these works ?
Are they to be had at Quebec

The litest of all Mr. Margey's contributions
to our early history is a'letter addressed from
Paris to the Secretary of the Wisconsin Histori-
eal Society, in which he clafms the discovery of
the Mississippi tor the great Cavalier De La
Salle.  He holds that the Jatter aecoviplished
the feat by way of the lnkes —hy Chivagoe and
the Ilinais river, as far south as the $6th par-

allel, and all this before 1673, the date of Mar.
quette's discovery. !
maent on the tollowing grounds, to which 1 beg

M. Margry bases his states

to call the attention of our antiquarians and
ather literary men’: '

1. On La Salle's own narrative to the Abbé

tennwdot,

This ‘nurrative - describes an expedition in
which Ls Salle was engaged southwest of  Lake
Ontatio, for o distance of four hundred leagues,
and down u river that  must have been the
Ohio. This was in 1669, .

The narrative proveeds ;. Some time thereafter
he made w secand exqwdition on the same river
which he quitted Lelow . Luke Erie—made a
portnge of six or geven leagues to embark on
thut lake, traversed it toward the north, as.
cended the 1iver out of which it flows, passed the
Lake of Dirty Water /18t. Claire 1), entered the
Freshwater Sea (Mer Douce,) doubled the point
of Leud that cuts this sea in two (Lakes Huron
and Michigan), and descending from north to
south, leaving on the west the Bay ol the Puans
(Green Bay), discovered a bay infinitely lurger
—-at the battom of which, toward tle west, he
fonnd & very beautiful harbour (Chieago. Is
there any carlivr mention or description of thm
~site 1) And at the bottom of this river, which
1uns from the cast to the west, he followed -this
river, and havisg srrived at about the 230th
(st} degree of longitwde and the 39th of latitude,
he came to nnother river, which, uniting with
the first, flowed from the northwest to the
southeast.  This he followed as far as the 36th
degree of latitude, where he found it advisable
1o stop, contenting himself with the almost cer-
tuin hope of some day passing Ly way of this
viver even 1o the Guifof Mexico.  Having but
a handlul of followers, he dared not risk a fur-
ther expedition, in the course of which he was
likely to meet with obstacles too great for his
strength,

H. On aletter of La Salle’s nieca.  This let-
ter, «ated 1756, says the writer possessed maps
whieh iu 1675 were possessed by La Salle, and
which proved that he had already made two
voyiages of discovery.  Among the places set
down on these mops, the river Colbert, the place
where La Salle had Linded near the Mississippi,
ad the spot where be planted a cross and took
pussessian of the country in the name of the
kKing, ure mentioned. The Mississippi and the
River Colbert are one and the same,

111, Ona Yetter of the Count de Frontenas.
In this letter, which was written in 1677 tothe
French premier, Colbert, Froutenac says that
“ the Jesuits having lesined that M. De La Salle
thought of asking (fram the French crown) a
arant of the Ilinois take (Lake Michigan), had
resolved 1o seek this grant thewselves  for
Messicurs Jolict and Lebert, men wholly in their
tnterest, and the fisst of whom they have su
bighly xtolled Leforehand, alihough he did not
voypge until after the Sieur De la Salle; who
Lineself will testity to you that the relation ot
the Sieur Joliet is io many things false.”

1V. In fine, M. Margry lounds his epinion on
tlie totul antagonism Letween the Jesnits and the
wierchants, as well us ull those who represented
uterest, or only a legitimate ambition, Tn oppo-
sttbon to the Jesuits  Cavalier De La Sall-
always associnted with the Sulpicians or Recol-
lets whom Colbert had raised up against the
Jesuits, in order to lessen their inflance,

JOHN LESPELANCE.

AN
GONE.

The following very interesting memoir which

deserves 1o be Kept in our coluinns on ne ount
of its loe | history.  The venerlile General
Danald MeLeod died at Cleveland, Ohie, on
July 23th, at the extsovdinary age of 100
vears 6 tonths aud 32 days,

He was born at Aberdeen, Scotlaud, on Jan-
uvary Ist, 1779, He received hix early educa-
tion i his wnative city, was a gradute of the
Aberdeen Uuiversity, and was primarily intend.
ed tor the ministry ol the church, In 1808,
however, e entercd the British navy, and after
servivy for five vears he transferred himself 1o
the army. 1t was hus fate to s e much active
seevice,  Hoowas present with Sir John Moore
al the battie af Corunna, 1809, and assisted at
the funeral of thut llnstrious general ; and
passing over a vumber of intermedinite actio Z
e engand in the battle of  Waterloo, at whiclh
he 1oeeived two wounds,  After that engage-
went he roived from the atmy and rturned
howe,  Tu 1812 he wus orderad to Canadys, aud
witx present at the battle of Quecustown, on
Ocetobier 13the - At the buttle of Chrysler's
Fav, November 11th, 1813, he was wounded ;
and again at the battde of Lundy’s Lane, July
25th, 1al4.

Having thus acquired some familiarity with
the conntiy e resolved to emigrate to” Canuda
atter his retivement from the army.  lu 1816
he was engaged by the Government in the sur-
vey of the townsh ps of Bathiurst and Dreum.
moud.  He subsequently purchased a farm at
Augusta, near Prescott, and not succeding as a
farmer he removed to Prescott, and opened a
classien] school, in which: a number of eminent
men - reeeived their padimentary - eduecation,
Shortly aiterwanls he purchased a printing es-
‘tablishment, and commenced the publication
of w paper at Prescott called the Greneille
tazette, taking. a decided stand agninst. the
“Pory Compact”  Administration;  He con.
tinued a zealous advoeate of reform until the
rebellion broke out in 1837, - In that disturb-

OLD CANADIAN LANDMARK

we clip from  the Seoftish American Journal

ance he took an active part, was eroated Major-

General of the insurgents, and was ultimately
compelled fo floe the country, Large tewards
were offered . for his arrest on each side of the
line<-on the Canadisn side for nelellion avainst
the " Goverument, nnd oo the United S-ateg
side for an alleged violation of the neutrality -
laws in. being the supposed leader of the party
of men who eaptured and hiurned the Canadian
steamer Sir Robert Peel at Well's Island. After
eluding his pursiters for some time he at lengih
surr-ndered himsell at Dotroit to one of Genersl
Seotl’s marshals, snd was then tried and houcnr-
ably acquitted, Jo the meantime his family
had removed to Cleveland in quite destitute
vireumstances, their entite  properiy havingd
been taken from them hefore Jeaving Cunndi.

A pardon was afterwards extended to him by
Queen Victoria, and he was not ouly pérmitted
to, but several times did, visit Canada. The
Inst of these visits wag yaid in the spring of
1864, since which time he hne resided guietly
in the widst of his friends at Cleveland. By
these the comfort of ‘himself and his wife were
assiduously promoted : and to these, with the
numerons visitors who ofien catled to see him,
the General would mnarrate very graphically
many of the ineldents and scenes eonneeted
with his stormy career in Cannda,  His memary
retained n surprising tenucily up to withiu a
few months of his death,

AWARD FOR SANITARY INVENTION.

Mr, Thomas Griftiths, F C.S., of the Silicate
Puaiut Co., London and Liverpool, has carried
off the Gold Richardson Medal of the Sanitary
Institute of Great Britain for the best sanitary
invention by his ** Patent Zine White,” a sub-
stitute for carbonate of lead.

The Duke of Northuherlind, Presidant of
the lustitute, in presenting the medal to Mr,
Griffiths at the mesting held at the Loudon
Royul Institution, stated * thet he bud great
tleasure in so doing, as it was the mest banee
ficial discovery cver made for preventing the
dreadinl sutfering caused by the use of lead
paints.”

MUSICAL AND DRAMNATIC.

M. VierxTEMPS is in fuiling health, snd has
consequenily resigned bis Professorship in the Berlin
Couservatury ot Music,

Dorive the coming season of the Vienua
Opera it is proposed 1o prodace, fn & eouseentive serios,
all 1he operas of Muzan, to be prerented in chrovvtogical
vrder.

Mnr. MarrLeEsox has not vet peafected the ar.
rancements fur his Amesionn sencon.  He s, however,
decided to lncrends Lis Ameriean prehestrs o ninety
pluyers, and bis churas ta séventy voices.

Mr. Sims Reeves will commonee ap npera
rant in September ut Manchester,  He will give © The
Waterman 7 = Guy Manuering”—a new operefa—~" A
Suy Cavalier,” by Ernest Cuthbert and A. Nicholson, 8s
well us other works.

Dz. Brvrow has léft London for Hanover ;
from Bauwover lie gies to Vieuna: from Vienna he
swings back ro Badreath, to play in aid of » fand 1o
raise u statue to Wagner, Everywhere be will gusrret,

Tur Aimdée troupe meet great approval in San
Franeisco. - Specially iz Wwille, Raphas) enaiplimente d
on ber pesonal gruces and podsed four ber vlever aeting.,
Bhe has pot & great voite, batis altogetuer 8 ebaruing
actress and voulist,

Tue London opera seasnuis almast ended, and
the opers nivhiingales ure peeparing fo v ta wore gons
geniatl olimes.  Priti goes o @ gl Nifseon to eont
Dure, Campanini and Faocelii to lndy, Marie Roze o
Mont Dorg sl Mise Kattogp to Paris, ” Albani witl pros
bably remain in Baglaond.

Durixg a recent performanee of Jales Clap.
eties = Les Misedins ™ o hiss was heard ahen the yotors
eried * Vive e R&mbliqne ** The HepoWicios heg o
to cheer. nnd a regulsar frht envnal, which was only
terminated by the interfereuce of the palice.

Hexey Inving has at last decided to visit
Ameriea uext yeur  Nothing will indoee Bl to sceapt
4 eertainty. CIU T am not <uecesstud in che U dired
States * he still says, U1 don’t want gay. won ueer to
Gear the Juss: but if T am, I wunt o fair share of the
mouney results.”

Tue manager of a Landon. theatre has jnst
heen ardered to pay §15. for damre dine to g Lody's
dress hy wat print on one of the arebiestey sraits fn his
theatre. It is not altegether an uneommon thing for
geutlemen to badeawny apot their dress enots nn exaet
fmpress in paint of thedexgn opon the back of the weat
in which they have besn sitting in the theatre 4t the bo
vinning of 4 new serson.

Tue Londm Werld tells of & Lowsdon Jady
whe daex pot admire Surah Rerphardt Shue says she
tpesn’t eare for g waman - nhose eves are only wn jnch
feom the topof her head, anid who has un droedoat up.
ver Bp” Anather pagersays Modile Bermboede atwagn
faces an nuedience o the stize b mise she agrunt he
seen edgenise,” SGH unotier remarks tat ber © owrtien.
Jdution T is excellont, as a gliner ut her frurd wiil show,

M. Patri, in addition te her aperatic
rgresses; has appenr: d in s pumber of roneerts in Lon.
duan, and it isevideot that her hold on the popolar fuver
is stronger than ever, while it 12 certain thut her vojee is
at its best. At a recent cuncert at Albert H, ju the
prosence of an immense andionce, ine'wling several
mewmbers. ot the m_\'nl fanily | s sang., among other
selections, Gounod's =@ Ave Matia,” the vielin obbligatoe
being perturmed by twaoty two violius iv sisan,

A CARD.

To all who are suffering fram the errors and
indiscretions of youth, nervons weaknesy, early
decay, loss of manhood, ke, T will seud arvecipe
that will cure you,  FREE OF CHARGE. - This
great remedy was discovered by a missionary in
South America,  Send a solf-addressed envelope
to the Rev. Joserw T IxymaN, Sation D, New
York City.. . - .




