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PATRONAGE—ITS USEFULNESS—ITS EVILS.

C.

BY wW. P,

% This, this, is then the world !"

I is interesting to mote the many constituent
elemen(g that go to form society. Friendship and
h/*""'ed—union and strife—argumént and rivalry,
all Mingled in the great mental and moral organi-
“ation of mankind, afford us the fact, that parts
apparently incongruous may often form the most
Compact whole, Systems of government founded
Ol the hypothetic principle of absolute equality,
are but pillars of sand on bases of water; and the
great laws that govern their impossibility, are as
Immutable as the prospect of eternity itself. Even
In “'lose lands where the most extravagant notions
of civil ang religious libefty have been originated,
the iden of perfect uniformity in rank has never
et been realized. Mutual dependance is neces-
5ary to human existence. A scheme for levelling
Cvery earthly distinction may indeed appear
Plausible, if viewed through the medium of a
deeply disordered and too luxuriant faney; but
€ crudest common sense rejects at once the
S8pposition of its practicability, and. the analogy
of Bations encounters the chimera with unlimited
te::‘l‘adietion. Yet though the most obvious
thS—t\mong which is the necessity of depen-
2Rce—have been deduced from analytical, analo-
8ical ang inductive reasoning, there still exist in
::e‘:y Community certain individuals, whose spirits
© Imbued with a longing desire after dangerous
one . These raise their voices against
na t:esmbhshed usages, a‘nd c.onstantly dissemi-~
or the seeds of destructive innovation. They
N Y down all diversity of rank, reflecting not
Pon the imperative conditions of subordination

- .
nd Superior power. They do not consider, that

;t:uﬁh all may have equal legal rights, all are
g essed with equal talents; and that this cir-
tance alone would naturally elevate one

Ve another, thus constituting the co-relative
Be:i‘mn.s of patronage and dependance. They
't Olhmg—they will be convinced of nothing
mc’i‘Plproach(.es to a contradiction of their darling
‘latur:) :]‘ th. the utmost arrogance of human
. most’b linded in their conception, they would
ture, T:;mév: the C.reator to the level of the crea-
diater €Y expatiate on the propriety of imme-
Y reducing mankingd to such a level, that
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the patron and the patronized hitherto may
hereafter exist independently of each other. It
is of this that we wish to speak—of those certain
tendencies that patronage, generous and judicious
or otherwise, exerts-upon individuals commencing
the career of life. Although the theme be not
entirely new, its has not yet received the
attention it deserves.

Nearly every commencement in life is difficult;
and whether tyros act in a professional, literary or
political sphere, under similar circumstances, cor-
responding results will universally ensue. . To
all, every effort at first seems fraught with ill-
success. Each relies upon himself alone, and
toils patiently to remove the obstacles that beset
his course. The lack of opportunity for dis-
playing talent, or, after this is obtained, of appre-
ciation on the part of others, isby every one without
a patron for a while most perseveringly endured.
Vanity may feed on air, for its nourishment is
seldom derived from aught more stable. But the
noble consciousness of innate ability seeks
always a season for its develépment, when that.
which now lies comparatively hidden and obscure,
shall be exposed, in the ruddiest glare of criticism,
to the gaze of an admiring world. The journey
of life lies through devious and desultory paths.
At first, perhaps fertile plains are seen, where the
murmur of each gliding stream finds an echo in
the rustling woodlands; where smiling fields pro-
duce their harvests of plenty and luxuriance;
whereall is peace and happiness and quietude.
Thence 2 thousand ways branch off, and all pre-
sent allurements to the traveller. Unadvised and
unprotected, he chooses one and then another.
His march lies here and there, and almost seems
without an end. Clambering up the mountain
steep, he sinks again into the vale. Seas and
lakes and rushing rivers, impede his progress.
Fearful gulfs yawn beneath him ; and these ap-

.pear to forbid escape from ruin. A few—and

truly, they are very few—successfully encounter
these terrors alone. But others, hand in hand
with experienced directors, pass safely onward,
acquiring diversified knowledge at every step
they make; and when these guides are gone, they

A AAA AL A = AP A AP,

L4




