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\OTT‘S O‘I I[IS'LOM
T ONOTE Tlll‘ SIFTIL
TITE INDIANS OF NEW: ENGLAND.
BY CLARENCE ORMONIL

f As the abject of this Note is to clucidate stich
pumh of hmor) us are doubtful or little known

to the mass, it is our purpuse in this Note, and |

several that may sueceed it at intervals, to give

somo aceount of the originnl_inhulnitupls ot this i
We shall take but o portion of ,

vast coniinent,

country for each Note, ussuming for our first the

history of the New T ngland tribes.
“The Tadians who mh'\bnml the vast territory
enlled New L
thousand square miles, seem never-to have been
known by any comumon appeliation; as weve their
br othrcn, the Tartars, in Asia, bt always to
have heen ealled by Ames derived from inciden-
- tal t.lruxmalnuue: such fis: thc names of . rivers,
or mounteins, The oldest tnbea, und those which
]m\e been cnllc(l e most eminent m counul,
)'e~ulunl nlone’ time in 'Betleshire ounty, Massa-
chusetts, wnd in the neighbouring v

chusetts, They!were called, by, the
warils; Presideit of Onion Colleg

; l:ul). who spol\c thcu' lxmf'un'm {
hek.uv.c\\s. .uul lj) one of Lhur ater
wnlcr _\Iuhhc'v.knnnu & nifmr_)hlx,
Mohicans, or Mohesans, Thc other tribes ‘of -
note which were seitled in New England, were]
the Pequods; in Conneclien?, the Narragansetts
il Rhode Islund, the Wumpnno: Massaehu-
setis, Nipnets, or Nipmucks, " Nushuas, nnd
“Slm. 'blulwc Judians in Massachisetts; the Pig-"
“uLl\(_tuml ‘Coos Indians in New [lampshire, uml
i urntec: or 4\ben-ulums, in the, Dmnc: of
: :\[mn S -
Ol thcse tnbc: the muat po\\erful was lhe
_I‘c'q‘ncds, whose chiel seat w ns near New Londeon,
Cnunécliqut. ‘
“but n thousand waurriors, they nlways maintained
S supon(n'lt) ov er neighbouring tnbﬂs that could
muster four or five (hom’md worriors,  This ha-
~“tion was so powerful that the Aniglo-Saxon set-
_tlers were [ureed, for their own safety, to ‘erush
it in 1657, & fow years. alter ‘the settlement of
New Englaud, and consequently little is known
ofit. As the Pequods \\Ulllll hold no communi-
cation with the whites, 1o - portion of their. tra-
(htlonnr) history, couldt-be rucu\elu(l ‘and there
uly two chiels knoun to the sclllcr:, l’

te D

p-

‘citb to the "u\crnor, n.nd med tu mducc hin
- settlex tlu.re, hc nlso gare them .an nccmmt n(

‘c

ngland, containing nboutsix hundred -

n ol New i i
York, and of late years at_ Stockbridge. '\[Qsﬁ:l' i

“iiéolonists nest (mnml their uttention to'. lhc nor-

Althongly this tribe coulld musier

1’cktmlh lhu cluof:-l‘lhe I equadls, uml lh«\u' eon--
qucsts over the sturrounding tribes,  His ~lor\'
wiis not helicveds but he met: with better sue
at Plymouth, When the party who were sent
to explave Connecticut drrived theve, Pekaath
was dead, and Sussuens, the last chief, ruled over
the tribe. - Connecticut was soon settled, and the
Pequods were involved in o quariel which was
the cause of thelr ultimate destroetion.®

The Narragansetts, which was the only other
tribe of uny importanee, had theiv sironghold in
Rhade Island, ‘They remained apparemdy fricwmdly
to the h{urmany yeurs. But their strength
’, was impaired by the ferocions wars which they
waged with the Pequods and the Vokanokets, o
nation whose! territory Lounbed o that of - the
Narragansetts. Although these wars were end-.
ed soon alter the avvival of the Tnglish, .yet the
: avils which the Luropeuh mlnmlu(.ul into lhur‘
country, proved equally destructive, -
in the lastquurterof the cucnluonlh
contury, (1676,) the celebrated Tndian  chief,
l'hilip of l'ul.i:mu!mt, induced most ol the lcutl-

th‘lI‘ p(-_ i
fetermined l.u cuxrpuu, all lllosc tribes who. had
“taken p.lrtl\ulh hiis, and- '\u.ouhn"l tumcd '
‘their” eyes to tlio Narragansetts; as hulm: the -
smost powerful and the nearest to the Lu-vhsh'
‘settlements. By the grentest care and skill lhcy

reached the eountry of the Narra nt-

‘u.kul‘ nn(l uu'riud tlu.ix' l'l)l't

‘hud nolhm-' to rely on fur their susl«.nunm. ,I The
thern Imlmn il hmu\'r slain freat numbers
“drove “the rést into the uukless wilderness of
- the northern pare ot their (crnmry and Canadal
Most of-the inforior mbos of Imlmns shared thc
fute of. their brethren;'and inia few yvenrs there -
-er'uned in New England but 2" few ‘\lulnu'mc ‘
n tribe wluc]l had nl\\u)b been l‘m.ndh to, the
LEuglish 5
'.l he tribes of New J‘n'vlnml dl(Turcd in some
l'c=pn‘.l.s from the Indmni of other 5(.\[0:. Their
customs and method of gov crnment were diffe-
vent, and hardly so well calenlnted for the patri-
archal govermnent, as those of some more po-
crl‘ul (rlbn‘s, h\'mv o thc \\es(\\nnl of them.
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