"o the ™arm regard he entertained for Nina? !
Tmed £, himself, for her, he turned an un- %

¥ glance upon her, but the quiet unconscions- }
‘\‘ei«lvhe lnnoc.-ent calmness of her look, removed ¢
inc: t.hea\'l-v_r than iron from his ho'art..whilst
' t‘ch‘(]\a:\t\d .hxs deep respect and admiration for {
of 1s Wish Stmplicity of her character. Warned ¢
i anger, however, he resolved to escape it ¢
bﬁnnf“: &!zd whilst revolving the best mode of g
Hte g:’g the interview to a speedy close, a rapid {

\ IQHtl 25 heard o the stairs, the door lturst vio-
Civg) C°Pen, and with g Jjoyous exclamation, Per-
big ton bounded into the room.  Suddenly -
w ngrily contracted, for his glance had 25
“ith aon ‘\"la, as she leant upon ¢, Albans’arm, H
‘%b almh:mty, afriendliness, she had never yet g

Id

Sa.fed to himself The expression too, of
g ?ﬂ ® face, which he had momentarily caught,
Bety, - Perfect confidence which seemed to reign
Supg 2 them, addeq fresh fuel to his angry fears, E(
¢ Qigyy. S_Nis irritation by a violent effort, he H
Mdvanced, ang exchanged courtesies with é
$

5
@

£5
:_,.@

armly was he received, and the calm
iy 5500 With which Ning welcomed him,
“Utipgy mf“g. the earl’s arm, dispelled at once and 5
. Doy bay 's jealous doybts, Her glance could
¢ theyp, exi;met his so openly, so unflinchingly, had
i O m%en::] iny cause of Jealousy for himself

CHAPTER X1 §
i - 3
" Fi Yey o Yome Moments of live] conversation, |
g .[l y ¢
i gy ® returned to the saloon, where the §
K ;hu?:' ofthePlelas:mt]y enough, 4l the silvery f
i ts, clock told they might expect the g

: PZ%%SL'AHMDS had parted that morning from
: wh@r’rﬂwuh anger inkis heart, but he now await.
‘ho,tb" with gentlerfeelings, Hehadlearned
o wut “%eible lesson during the passing in- ¢
: h«.:}.‘d ) l"n_an frai]ty, of Lis own weakness, and §
:‘ng‘ it ":1 with the generous resolution of
, ,Q:; ey Una::)' forgiving to others, It required g
u ve, Whe IS part to remain faithful to hig §
the gov cavaleade at length rode
Tch iy wLich he stood to weleome

¢
OSt of ¢k, party rode Florence and S
“Stover, tonversing with the same !
¢ an; . e <
DRy %’nu, Mgy, they had displayed during ¢
:‘ﬂli t As t.he latter reined in hig horse,
1 %Pe !N & mirthyy), though subdued tone:
'y Ly . -
,le},. lordor ozour sake, Miss Fitz-Hardinge,
A, € manor has recovered hig
M&"Ompaniou in the sulks s anything

the Dhyfully returned. “ Yoy gre ;

i "z-,-,:_-_-»-....-w..- _

on forbidden ground, Know You not, that I, like

the subjects of the celestial Empire, mnst be -

blind to my liege’s fanlts? I must not dare to see
the spots on the sun,”

Irritated by the freedom with which she spoke
of one who should have been 80 sacred in her eyes,
and the encouragement she bestowed on her com.
Ppanion’s disrespectful levity, the enrl impatiently
turncd uw:{y, but, as he did so, a secret voice
whispered: “ Ang thou, too, St. Albars, art thon
faultless?” ¢ Prevailed, and with a kind sinile
he advanced, welcomed the guests, and approach-
ing Florence, nssisted her himself to alight.”

*“I have atoned for my involuntary fault now,”
he thought, as he compelled himself to listen
kindly, cheerfully, to their glowing account of
their delightful expedition, in which ay he well
knew, though she did not confess it, young Weat.

over had been her constant companion. For that.

evening, Florence, thinking she had ventured far
enough, behaved herself admirably—and amiable,
lively, attentive, she almyst sugceeded in making
her betrothed forget the morning’s scene in the
picture gallery, and the comparisons so unfavo-
rable to herself, resulting from it; whilst Nina, no'
longer an isolated occupant of a solitary cormer,
Wias most flatteringly attended on by Persival
Clinton. The arrival of the latter had caused
quite a scnsation at the castle, and dark Jocks
were smoothed with additional care, and unbe-
coming toilettes replaced with others more suitable
in his honor, Miss Westover, who had already
met him once, though he had almost forgotten
the meeting, entertained g feeling of warm admi.
ration for his handsome Pperson and careless inde-
pendence of character, which admiration was not
diminished by the knowledge that he was wealthy
and well born,  Cunscious of her own handseme
person, her sparkling wit and fashionable manners,
she saw none save Florence who could compete
with her; Miss Clifton was handsome, but silly;
her cousin, the lady Jine Gordon, the reverse,

. clever but ordinary; Lady Jacintha Stanton, o

mozt insipid companion, whilst lady Cecilia, her
younger sister, was a mere hoyden. True, there

. was the really beautiful heiress, Miss Dashwood,
¢ but she, not content with the advantages

bature had bestowed on her, was ambitious of
shining among the literati, and professing a pro.
found contempt for all the graceful accompligh-
ments of her sex, would converse of nothing saye
metaphysics, theology, politics—besides quoting

Latin occasionally, s language of which she had -

but-a very imperfeet knowledge. The latter
Personage, Miss Westover well knew woulg ren-
der hersclf perfectly hateful to Clinton, from her
own absurd pretensions, and the field was thus

o




