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Gorrespondence,

ITEMS FROM H. MURRAY.

Home agam, after an absence of soven weeks.'
I will not say the time spent and the work dome.
bave been ,profitless, beczuse it is possible that!
time may develop some guod accomphshed T willt
say, however, that I never had worse weather tol
contend with in all my life,. We were treated and
tried with every kind of o storm, all the way from
a June drenching rain to a January blizzard. One’
day the inud would be ovex your rubbers and the}
next day the snow would be knee deep. And last
but not least, we were ‘ gripped ” and held for two
weaks, and, in fact, wo are not yot reloased, We'
went to Westport and Tiverton to assist Bro.!
Cook and Bro. Devoe in thoir work in those two-
churches. But the only one who received any’
assistance was myself. I was fed, and cared for,
aud then dootored, and watched, and tonded, and.
carefully bundled up and sent home, for all of
which 1 am profoundly grateful. B.o. Cooke and.
Bro. Devoe are holding the **fert.” They need
enconragement. Thay are workin bard to sustain’
the cause on those islands, and the brethren in’
those churches are working hard to sustain them,
but to uo their best they cannot do any mors than’
keep a preacher’s soul and body together. Let us’
not forget these brethren, but astand by them and.
let them know that our hearts are with them to.
lend them all the help in our power, both in word’
and deed. Iam sorry that I failed to assist them,
and that I have nothing in the history of my v:rn
that is prophetic or propitious. It was very pleas
iug to me to ronew old acquaintances and to recall’
somo of the most sacred memories of my life. We,
have gsome as true and dsvoted brethren in those
churches as we have anywhere. But 1 was pained:
to see scme with whom we had mingled our hearts
aud voices in the sacred delightful worship of God,
forsaking the Lord and His cause, May the Lord-
help them to seo their sin and their position in
their true light; und may thoy return to Him who.

is ever kind aud gracious, and' who is so earnestly

aud tenderly aaying, Como. How can we refuee:

the love and meroy of one 8o good whose love is 80
Kreat |

‘) persons for two reasons.

| be baptized.”

Wheat and tares. Some suppose that because
the Saviour forbid tho disciples taking up the tares
trom among the wheat, we are not to have auny
church disciplino; that wo must let tho wicked
remain in the church among the good., A careful
roading of this parable will show that there is no
such idea in the passage. The Saviour is dealing
with a certain kind of evil ones, those who are like
the wheat, You will notico that the tare resembles
the wheat., *‘Jt was not till the blade sprung up
and brought forth fruit that the tares appeared.”
It is the one who seems good, who appears like the
good ones, and who is generally supposed to be
good, but who at heart is not good. It is casy to
understand why such a one should not be disturbed.
There are a0 many who think he ia good, that the
good ones would he injured in taking such an evil
one out from awong them. The Saviour therefore
said not to take away the tare lest they root up the
wheat aleo. This cannot be applied to all wicked
1. Because a wicked
person who is, profane, or drunken, or who takes

| no interest in the work or worship of the ¢hurch,

cannot bo a tare; he bears no resamblance whatever
to the wheat, he better resembles a brake ora
briat than a tare. He dves not seem or appear in

nny way like the good, and cannot therefore be.

considored a tare. 2. Because euch wicked pérsons

will destroy the good if they remain among them,

i and wust therefore. bic.taken up. , The-samereason; attend oor prayer-moeting hére in- M’“Wv Sscnrday

why a tare should.remain is the resson why'athorn
should- be taken up. If'a tare is-taken.up it de-:

‘stroys the wheat, but if & thorn remains it destroys
i the.wheat, as in Matt. xiii, 7, * The thorns sprung:

up and choked the word.” This teaches us that
we mutt-get rid of the thornas and briars and brakes
in the church or it will be destroyed. Any church
that, allows those to rewain who do not take any
interest in the cause whatever, must see soonor or’
later the destruction of the church. 'The wheat’
cannot grow among the thorus.

Isaw ina late paper, published in the city of
St. Jobp, a statement like this: ** We baptizs those
who we believe are already saved . . . . never
except they are convinced they are saved.” Accaord-
ing to this, baptiam is becauso of salvation. They
would say: *‘ He that believeth and is saved shall
In this case baptism comes after
salvation. But Christ said (Mark xvi. 16), ** He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” In
this ¢ase salvation comes after baptism. Some ore
is mistaken. 1f wo are saved before we are bap-
tized, then the Saviour made the mistake. But
this wu cannot admit for a moment. We must
therefore conclude that the mistake ia with those who
say that we ure saved first and baptized afterward,

On our way home from Tiverton we remained
one night in Sandy Cove, at the home of Bro, and
Sister Eldridge. Their hospitality is so free and
unstinted that they make their friends always foel
at home. They take a number uf our papers and
they read thewm. They aro consequently well
acquainted with the success and advancement of
the Disciples. We regret that thore are so fow
who read our papers and who know 80 little about
the success of tho greatest religious mavement of
the age. If our brethren were posted in the success
of the current reformation it would wonderfully

] inspire them to increaso their labora,

.the aid of the-prayer-meeting.
“good meeting.

We remained a day and a night with our Bro.
William Murray, at Kempt, in the family of Bro.
and Sistor Cushing. We are very thankful that
Sister Cushing has beon spared to us aud is again
enjoying her usual health. Wae could ill afford to
lose her from the work in Kompt. We enjoyed
tho family worship whila there very much. They
oach one, Brother and Sistor Cusbing, Brother and
Sister Wilson and Brother William have their
Bibles, and read a verse in them till the chapter is
read, and then o hymn is sung and then one leads
in prayer. The worship is thus made mutual and
interesting, Moral, ¢‘ Go thou aud do. likewise.”

Bro. William Murray is doing all the work one’

man ought to do. Mo drives to Grafton on Tues-
day, visits the friends, and in the evening has a
meeting in the school-house. He drives back to
Kempt on Wedunesday and has a meeting there in
the evening, Thursday he drives up to Nortblield,

.visits the friends, and has a meeting there in the

evening, snd 8o on till Sunday, st which time he
presches in Grafton in the morning, at Kempt in
tho afternoon, and either.in Northfield or Harmony
in the evening., These mako six meetings he holds
overy-week. The interest in all these places is in-
creasing, and’ if _he remains, success, by way of
acceasions; ‘must follow,

I was able, notwithstandidg the "an

avening. I do emjoy a.good pmyer-meetmg. I
can’t understand:How -a Christian: can live. without
Waell, this was a
The time was well occupied for an
hout and a quarter. No time lost, If the prayer-
meeting is an index of the condition of the church,
which I -believe is true, then our church isina
grod working condition. And if I can.prognosti-
cate it is going to be satill better, for I canzee a
spirit of hopefuliess thet warrants still greater
prosperity.

‘A friend asked me not long since what the differ-
erence was between the prayer-meetirng and the
“Christian Endeavor Society.” Tbere is the san:e
difference as there is between ought-to-be-done
and shall-be-done. We talk in the prayer-mesting
about what we ought to do and what is our duty to
do, which is certainly good in its place. But the
¢ Eudeavor Snciety " says what must and shall be
done, and goes to work and does it. Thero is a
great work to do and the failure to do it is the
cavse that gave birth to the ** Endeavor Society.”
If the * Endeavor Society"” is wrong, the failure
of the church to do the work is a greater wrong.
So of two evils we must always chose the least,

This reminds we of the objection raised againat
missionary societies, i.e., they are not right becaunse
the plan is not scriptural. One brother asks the
quemon. ¢ Which is better, an unsecriptural plan,
carrying the Gospel to the world, or a scriptural
plan, keeping the Gospel at home?” Anent to
this is the question of Charles A. Briggs. ¢ Who
are tho most guilly, those who need the Gospel anc
have it not, or thase who have the Gospel and do
not give it to thuse who can’t be saved without it
May it not be more tolorable for Chioa and India
than for us. Conundrum! Why is an anti-mission
man like an objector to Ohvistianity? Becsuse he
hates what he don't practice.
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