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"Ali! îlat's the schenie, Gabb, and iî's a doing INIr. l)elamere a
service to get Iiiin out of this rire ; for li flot one of your wild anes,
it's ail love and honorable inirriage that lie mnens. P1oor youtig gentie-
mnan ! And thec Missui wultli't objcc' tu settiag aside of tbe eldest son
thien it 'ud be a witundy long site sur you and îni- te vais, Gabb. For
there'il lc no change iii tii- finfly for )-cars înaybe."

Th'lis refèece tu tacir usvn .nfiars i nruduced a tender clemnent int
the conversation, %vhici we necd not foilow ; certain at was thiat Mabel's af-
faits, as far as Gabb was c.)ncerned, were by no nicans in a favorable train.

CIIAIl'ER XI.

Tliat snany thiiugâ havîîîg fuil ruference
'17 onec coiisent-inay Mwori cuzi:rariously:
As ianîy arrowvà-loo:sud iseveral wa>'8,
FIy to one iliark.» hiepue

Mrs. flurnish was flot visible at the breakfast-table the following niorn
ing. Sitc had passed a slccpless night, and lier hiusband rcproached bum-
self for hîaving asked lier to go to tue mîeeting. lie also, on replying to
Mabel's inquities, as site poured out the coffec, said, IlThe facs isshe necds
country air; wc have becn in town toc ]on,-, 1 think next wcek or so, a

*run in the cofntry to mny brc:.her's place iii Sussex would do lier and the
chlîdren good, and you toc> Miss Alterton ; you arc lookinig pale this morn-

* Thîis was the first time that any remark indicating îîersonal intcrest bail
fillen froni NMr. liurnisb's lips te Mabel. Site fuit jîleased inl proportion te
ils rarity. %Mr. I)elamecre raised bis cycs :o lier face, and the change in bier

* color could net have failed to have b.-en ubserved, perhaps put tu ffhe score
* of plcasure at his notice, by the pbilantiîropist, if lie liad flot been just then

occupied with his newsp)ap).r.
Botb Ml\abcl and Delamnere wished for an opportuniîy of an interview,

but for very différent reasomîs. The reflcctions of the nigh-a night oi
wakefulness and tears-lîad decided Mabel on the course shte ought te pur

'~sue; and as she ficared the îreacbcry of bier own iîcart, sbc wishied quick iy
te0get a painful effort over, and be restored once more to t consciousness
of rectitude, cvcn if she bad an aclîing brcast. The grentzr tie pang, the
more necd of resolution and proniptness, argued pour %albcl ; wbile a
strange tigbîncss came in hier throat, and a duil heary tlirubbing in hcer
temples niarked the strife between dut>' and inclination.

There were applicants te sc tliat merflin-, and a baïket of begging
lcttcrs to look uiîrough. Mabel's di.lliculty was. that r.Burniïlt usuahly
spent lus mornings in the library, and MNr. Delanmerc's horse came at sern
o'clock te take irn to busin2s;. But on ihis day Nir. Burnish, by niedical
dirction, coîîmnced riding in the morning, and set out a full )tour bcfurc

bissonIef. 'liclitiegirls we't up stairs te the piano fur their mrrning*s
practice, and Nlabel, sîjîl busy witb the baskct, lingercd in the reception-
room. Delamecre, like m st veung men, was not slow to remnark that she
did flot retire as soon aî; usual, and te interpre: the master very favorably.

P Tht Icasi symptenx :iîat M tbel reciprocated bis feelings filied bini witla a
kind of delirium i pieasure, thai scatcred far and wide ail the tiîoughîs
tha-t Shalton K-:en had sug.,estcd. lits father lîad ne sooner mounted for
bis inorning ride, tim D.laniere tosscd aside tbe pa:pcrs that hiad apipcarcd
bcfori: te engros bum, and cntering the litile roonx as if t0 pass through it
te the library, hae piused a minute ai the table wbcrc «.\abel 'vas sorting
the lcttcrs, and mnercI>' uttcrcd the words-

"'Miis Aitetin."
Ma£bel1 raised hcr hcad instantly. There was mine of 'tht charmmg

confusion in bier face tbat niide it look like a flower-b.-d rtifflcd by tht id
and that Dzlamere so loved te se. Sise w.ms a litile palur than usual, and
hier t.ye.lids werc drooped licwhite rose-leaves over hier full eycs; but
tic 'ras re.solution on lier b)rowv, and in the carniagec of lier bead, ibougb
liher curved lips quivered a litUl-? as shii said-

fo Mî. D--Uin-re Burnishi, 1 wish te spcak, with you, now, at once, and
frthe last i l.

" Oh, n:a-no P said Dektmsere, statrtled îy bier manner, and bardly
* knowing what lie saici, bis. going hastily round the table, and înaking an.

effort to tike bier band. ,rie fldd hier arms, and pressed thcmi tighily
te be.- w.îist, te still the beating ai lier licart, anid, in a conceîî:ratedi voice,
s2id-

IlA fcw words xiiill:, sir. Aiter w1h,î yeu saic last night, 1 cannot
afect to inistindcrstand )-eu. My- position iii ibis biouse forbids me, in

lionor, 10 liszen te you, and oîîgbt ta rcsir.iin you (romn ninking me tht sub.
j,3ct of -attentions tuai wvould net fait te ha uttcrly isprvdby your
famil>'."

IlMNisç Alter.en- Mabel ! tel] me -)ne thing.-eave ail clse-teil me
but tiç, nia> 1 hiopc that niy feelings arc-"

"Si' 1 it is to sin purpose yaus tbus pîressing ie te lister& tu your dec-
laain"intcmîupid Nttbal, làking refuge in hier pTide. IlWhat have yen

cvcr" seen in me thnt would kcad yen te suppose th.tt I would steal clandcs.

tinely inte any fanîily ? Tbink better of me, aiîd set younself a noblertask
thin making youir father's bîouse tlîe scene of an attacbimcnt-a pursuit
ritiier-that lie wouid-

"lAn attachment 1 Oh, don't alter the xvord, sureiy it is cold enonghi 1
Cal! it a passion-a princile tbat can cerise but witb iny Hîe"1e tremn-
bled as lie spoke, and Mabel, for a nmoment, quailed hcfore bis veliemience
zns lie continued, IlMy fatlher wvull ultinately approve. Approve 1ilie wil
fuel the hionor when lits cyes are opened-whcn lie knoîî's you. M'%y uîxothier
-MNrs. Burmis-loves you already,."

IlYes ; as the governess of lier children ; and ttat ver> allusion to
lier regard nerves me te nîy duty."

"Aui, tlien, you xvant nerving as you cal! it 1I h is flot your will that
prompts thiese cold words-this reversed maniner. Oh, dear Mabel t Icave
ail this wonldhiness to lowver natures steeped in conventionalisni. B3e your-
self! Take pity on one who bas lîad but little of the love-tlîe lîoiie-joy
-tîat makes the very flowcr and perfuie of bife."

Mabel was losing ground, and she fet i; se she interrulptedl Dela-
mere, by saying-, "lPardon mie sir! I must bc lîcard; and iny tinte is
limited. I am confided in biere, and I cannot repay tbat confidence with
perfidy. No pleading, and no aniount of passion, could justif>' me to mn>-
self il I sanctioned tlîis. Do you understand me? I must sîueak plainly.
1, too, bave a fatber, wbo would flot choose b is daugitcr to dispose of lier-
self."0

"Let nme sek hini, ai once, without delay."
"No, once more, sir, no-most distinctly, no! I have other objec-

tions."
leAh, then, it is truc you are engaged? Miss Alterton, don't trifle

with me, I'm desperate 1"
"lNo. I arn not-hush 1" said Mrabel. frigbtened at bis vcecmence.

At that moment the door opened, and Gabb canmt in suddeaily, and, affcc-
îing te start, she dropped a curtesy, inuttered site did net know anmyone
xvas there, and %vas going suddeniy.

"Stop>," said Mabel, following bier. IlWhat is it you want ?

1I came for the letter basket, M,\iss."
41I have alneady had Mrs. flurnish's directions about that, and arn

sorting theiu," said Mabel, caînîl>y reîurning tu bier chair, whîile Mr. Dela-
mere hadl gone int the iibrary. Wi1I you tllU Charles I amn ready to bec
t a.pplicants," sbe added.

IlGabb heft lte door slightly ajar, and wcnt aw.ay, evidenti> fer tlîe
moment overawed by 2\abel s mannen. In an instant Delaniere returned,
and MaNlbel said severely,

IlYen ste, sir, in -what a distressing position you. place mne. Let this
înorning's conversation suffice, if yen have any sendtmeixts of honoer and
gentiemaa.ly feeling, unless yon wish te drive me from ibis house. 1 amn
your sisters' governess-1 can neyer bc anyllîing i>ut ihat tu )-ou."

lIallid, witlî gleaming dilated cyes, and nosmnils qîiivering, as if hcaicd
ta a white hecat, Delamere confronted Mabel, who returnedl bis gaze with a
prend composure, for bier spirit vas relis.:d. He waa about te speak w-hen
Cbries opened the door, and a poor old wonian canme Jorwvard asking fer a
letter for "'lie Conva3lescent Intitution." Il cse, sir, your .oss is reudy,"
uîttred in Ciaries's fiai voice, ferncd an anti-cliniax to thue scena, and,
swallowinq, bus grief and rage, or botb, Dclaniere was secia in a fcv mio-
menus galloping down Potlanid Place at a sp.-ed vcry unusuai.

IlHangcd if 1 know -what to make of him, said Charles, gazing after
bis mnaster ; "llie looks more as if shed said 'no' thami 'yes' to niy mimd. 1
don't tbink a 'appy lovyer ever loolccd like that, and se I shai tell Gabb.
Though she said hae ivs a*proposing«, 1 doubtvere on the wrong scent
arleraI"

flnring tbe time that Mabti, vitb an agony cf pen.xmp feeling, oppres-
sing hecant and brain, was compeiling bersaîf te listen and rcp'.y te the usual
charity casas, Gabb was impraving lier opportunity wbilc dressing Mrs Ilur-
nisb, convinced tlîat tbanc was ne time te lose. Sha begant b> saying how
"ver>' bail -,he tbought Mr. Delanierc lookcd laid>y."

"Oh, he's ver> weli," said 1mss Buîînish ; "if his dear papa only led
sncb ani easy lifr."

I 1 houglit, nicmxi," said Gabb, as she Lraidcd back ber misiressIs
bain, "ihai ihe agitaiions NIr. Delamnare hud lately had been bad for him!"

"Agitations? Tidiculons livhwat do yeu mean ?"
"Why, ment, I don't knaw as I'm ai liberty te sptak ; anly servants,

mici, hatve thair cyes as well as latdics."
'Mss Bnrnish's curnsity was now complctcly toustd. IlWhat ! bas

Charles becn ieiling yeun auything ai Mr. I)el.imcrt ?"
"lOh, dear no, munm; ibere nin't a faithfuller servant tlîan Chawles;

hae would on no azccouru say oe word about his Mn.star's s-.ctîs," said
Ga-bb,,%vith a m.-nner ibat pl linly indicated iliere werc secrets. 'I' s noîli.
in,, menu, l>ît something I've scen iny-stif."

4.Amîd int, pray, is iis ivonderful «soncihing,' you goose ?" said
.;\l. Burnish, loiîging te knaxr, yeî aifrccting te dis3îpprave.

IlOhi, only, nîam-tbaî is, munm, perbaus Mr. Delanîcre knew Miss
Altanton bcferc she came liane."

"Mr. Delamecre aind 'Miss Altcnlen, whàt cf thenm?
"Oh, I thoîigbt, ment, they nxight pcrhaps have bcem engp.ged, as lie's

se fond of ber."


