QONOERNING THE GOSPEL AND THE HINDRANCES ‘70 BELIEVE IT,

BY AN OLD AUTHOR,

o

1. Tue word cospeL properly signifies
good news, or glad tidings, and may be
used to denote guod news of any kind; but
the gospel, eminently so culled, is & message,
gent or brought to us from heaven, of good
things.*  The substance of it is to de-
clare to the fallen, condemned sinuers
of the human race, that Jesusis the Clrist,}
who came into the world to save the
chief of sinners;] that God hath given
us eternal life, and that this life is in
bis Son:§ that God was in Christ, re-
conciling the world to hirnself, not imput-
ing their trespasses unto them.||  All these
things taken together in their blessed and
extensive import ascentring inone point,
are the gospel.  Aid these things are
told us openly and freely, that we might
believe that Josus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that believing we might have

life through his name, orin what is declar-.

ed concerning himn as the Saviour. This
gospel was preached to Adam in the first
promise; to Abraham, in its being told him
that in his seed all the nations of the earth
should be blessed ; to Israel typically, in that
whole sysiem of sacrifices; prophetically in
the Psalms, and in all the Prophets;»nl

it is now exhibited to us, historically aud .

doctrinally, in the New Testament, in the
relation it gives us of the birth, life, death,
resurrection, and gloriﬁcéxtjon of our Lord
Jesus, and the aecount it gives us of the
true and glorious design of all these
things.*¥*  Were we to sumup the whele,
we shall find it to be as to its general sub-
Jeet, a declaration of free and full salvation

* ““The apostolic doctrine of Christerucified is. in
the most ewnphatical sense, to every one who under-
stands it, good news or glad tidings.”—Bgori.

t Johu xx. 31.

11 Tim.i. 35,

§* Tho mattor tobs believed unto salvation is
this, that God the Father. m .ved by nothing but h's
freo love to mankind lost, hath made a deed of gift
aad grant of his Son Jes.s Christ to mankind, that
svhoscover of all mank.nd shallrece ve the gift shall
aot perish but have cverlast.ng Lfe."—EzERIL
CULVERWELL

#1Johnv.1l. ¥2Cor.v, 19,

*¢ Acts x. 31—43; xiii. 2730,
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in Jesus Christ, addressed to lost, helpless,
and condemned sinners.¥*  The redemption
obtained by Jesus Christ is presented to
our view as quite necessary for oursalvation,
as guite suitadle to our condition, as guite
Jfree, for our encouragement, and as quite
Jull or complete for our supply.t

2. This representation is so great
and glorious and contains such joyful
particulars, that one would imagine it conld
not fail of affording at once the most
eulivening light, the most satisfying hope,
the most solid joy and spiritual strength
and life to our souls.] Buch is certainly
its nature, such is piainly .its tendency,
and such is its real influence and effect,
wherever its meaning, its evidence, and its
importance are understood and received.§
This we are certain never will be, without
the Divine teaching orinfluence of the Spirit
of truth and grace.||

However, hereby the most interesting
message, and the most gladdening tidings,
are brought us. This message, some ne-
slect, others misunderstand ; some despise,

2« prpach the gospel to every creature, that is, go

{ tell evory man withoet exception, whatsoever his

sins be, whatsoever s rebellions be,—go and tell

| hrm these glad tidings. that if ho will come in Iwill

accopt him, hus sins shallba forg.ven him and he

shall be saved.—MARROW OF MODERN DIvINITY.
P

hey 2.

+ Matth. xix. 1¢; Rom. iii. 10—24.

¢ No gospel hearer can say that thore is no pro-
\'.z'.‘on muaile for ths case, For the gosj el method of
salvation resombles a well drawn picture, which
1 seems to look every person_inthe room, on either
hand of it, i the faze.  In liko nanner, gospel trnth
has comething 'n it suitable to every, one’s case that

! reads o hearsit, and that as particularly as if it
1 spoke to every gugpel hearer by name.”—-REY, Y.

<

. 2R

| ARNOT'S SERMONS,
€ Rom-v. 1,2

Weye T 1o allow myself to siter any

Il LCor S 31 1 should certainly hava

xpressions in the original, uld ¢ v

' g;)“{tr‘d the word ** wflacnac ,“wlnqh ‘sherc used in
' reforence fo the > pT.t. 1t s not Seriptural, and it
+18 apt to leave npon tho mind an impresson unfa-
« vourab'e to the daetrne of tho personal’ty and direct
azeney of the oty Sporit. Al the Seriptural terning
have special reference to the indwelling and inwork.

! inz of the oty Spirit himself, not merely to the cf-
! focts of something which is called his le.UR_mS'.
i Sec Jobn xiv. 16, 17; Rom. viii. 9, 1152 Cor. vi» 19,
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