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Booksellers’ and Stationers’ Association of Ontario.
Report of First Annual Meeting.

While -the attendance at the first annual mcctm&, of
the ‘Booksellers” and Stationers! Association of Ontario,
el in Toronto-on: August 2%, was not as Targe as it
night shave=heen, still -these present -represented the besb
_element: in the=trade, and=their :presence -and= support wa
a- -decided (-nm\grgggomcnt 10 the officers, The orbamm-
tion -of the asveciation is now -complete, amd- all that is
needed: s an increased membcrshlp 1o ecnsure ultimate

success. Some \leg@le -business was transacted at the
4wo-businesa sessions, azfull-réport-of- - which= follows.
President Tyrrell -called the méetingto -order in
comfortable “council chamber -of the Board of Trade at
-vleven -o’clock, and, after the sceretary had called Al
roll-and read -the ‘minutes. of ‘the -last meeting, delivered

his '»remdcn(ml address, as Iollows :
President’s ‘Address.

When. our association-was-formed, -on-the 15th-of-last:
January, T -was -honored=by -heing - -unanimously elected=to-
-the position. of -president, an-honor, Wwhich I assure you,
gentlemen, 1- do-not -undervalue. .

I candidly admit, however, that 1 -would -have _pre
{erred-10- remain: a-less- cmxspicnous -member -of our asso-
-ciation, but-having-accepted=the=position-in -the-hope that
my services ‘would=be-of value-to -you, 1 have- endeavoral
1o gx%c of ‘ny best, and in such- measure -as time and
~accasion demanded.

Tu this work of the association 1 have been greatly
assisted-by -our able and=persevering secretary, whose: de-
votion -to-vour-intercsts-has-tieen-most- -Temarkable-in- the
face of such -discouragement and indifierence as would
have daunted- many.

1t is well-known to most of those present that -out
association -was -formed. as at were, -on -the spur of the
amoment, by a-number of representative hooksellers, wlio
auel in- Toronto -for the -purpose -of pressing their -claims
Tor -consideration- upon-the -Governmmuent of this pravince.

The-danger ‘which theén-drew thcsu prmumcm and:=ine
Ihn-nual -husiness men together -was- Teal- dig:gcr. and.:d
1way akd-that 1 bdm\“e tlas dauger ﬂ!lll remains. as real
as -it-didzupon that-eventiul-day which-saw the-heginning
of ‘the Booksellérs® anid- Stationers’ Association of On-
tario.

3¢ -is-only -natural-that -the -advantages-of-combination
should=he morc-apparent in-limes- of- stress ‘than-in-tinles
of- peace, -but: if--we would-look at things as they really
are, it would-become clear heyond--doubt that the time
1o organize is past when the time for action -rives. RIS
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wwe are-not prepardd heforehand, it with be impossible 1o
adequately rally our forees after the- fight 15-on,

1 need not, howeer,  oceupy your lme by further
comment on facls su-obvious, -but will pass on ‘to-other
considerations, Which, -though- somewhat less -on ‘the sur-
face, are almost as vital 1o out interests as was the
upifving ditea -of danger, which drew and Lound s to-
gethet at the beginning.

The -benefits -of -organization -may,

1 am dnclined to

. think, Ye -quite as valuable, ot -even mole so, to us in

the ordinary course-of business than in times when spe
cinl dangers threaten, and it 4is to these latter advai
‘tages that 1 would- now call -your attention.

As-men, -you-and I-amay 1ot think alike ; as -business
men, Wo have different ways of -estumating amd deciding
those things which come “hefore  us, -but of this I am
sure, that we all unite -in a desire to improve the -con
ditions which surround- the business in which we  are
embarked.

As- scp:\r'\tc “individuals, we can-accomplish=little, hut
united in an associntion, -our scattered efforts would bie

focused, and the weight of our united strength would
-apen -many -doors that now remain. shut.

Tiet me illustrate, by way of practical suggestiom,
some-of the ideas which it seems to mre are-not so vis.
donaiy, por so dificult, as to-be ‘bevond our -liope -of ac
vomplishment, il undertaken 1 a spint of fairness, and
sapported by a thoroughly representative ‘body of the
hookscllers -of this province.

Anidzat this-pomnt let-me say that-it-might=be wellzfot
us to-consider the question -of enlarging our constitution
w0 as to include all booksellers in -Canada. Matters arc
sure -to arise from tune -to time which wili-cqually affect
W11 parts -of the -Dominion, and-our action, as_an associa
-tton, would, T belteve, carry more weight f .our organ
jzation ‘were natioual, Tathier than provinecial, -in  char-
actel.

Now, as 1o the Ppolicy -of -our association, -1 behiewe
thal the loundation of -our usclulness Tests upon a clowe
aunit=friendly relationship with publishers and jobhers. It
sutelv neads fio_argument {o-prove that our husisess in-
derests are hest served- by an intimate :xllrmu- hetween
publiskers and -booksellers, and 1 am confident that he

fovmer will \\ﬂcmnc any policy that tends to a closer

telationship and a bhetter
amd heir customers,

This leads to the first sugeestion that our associa-
tion -might very wisel¥ appoint a committee, whose-duty

understanding -between them



