6 BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

or supported by a treaty making the impor-
tation of such copies unlawful. Tuke any
United States reprnt of an Eogilsh book.
Every jobber in the city is free to unport as
many copics as he pleases on payment of the
customs duty which is levied as-the author’s
royalty. Substitute for this means of getting
such a back the publication of it by one Can-
adian house, and the probabilty that prices
would be kept up 1s strong. The distribu-
tion of copres of that book from one centre
instead of from mauny, would bring the trade
in it from under the sway of the department
stores and would make publishers independ-
ent.  Of course the publisher could produce
cheap ediions for those who wanted low

priced baoks, but these would be asavailable
to the retail bookseller as to the department
storekecper.

An uplifting of prices by any means what-
ever, whether by combmation among present
publishers, agrecment among jobbers, or
copyright legislation, would do incalculable
good tothe retail trade proper. There might
perhaps be a percepuble decrcase m book
buying, but there would be more than a per-
ceptible decrease 1n book-dealing on the part
of the traders whose proper business lies in
other hnes. The bazaar, tea and other large
stores that keep a stock of hooks, do so not
to make moncy cut of that stock, but to
stimulate trade in the other goods. They
theicfore buy their books at easy prices and
sell them without profit, mercly for the sake
of trade in their staples. Butaf a time should
come when books could not be had below a
repular pnce, there would not be the same
utility 10 them as leaders, and the keeping of
them as a side stock might be expected to
become less common than it is to-day.

EDITIONS OF PRESCRIBED TEXTS.

The cditions of sclections from Enghsh,
French, Gemman and dassical  lierature.

which are prescnibed for matnculatnon and .

teachers exanunations from tune to ime, are
not always sold winhn the peniod that the
wotk 15 studied.  Many dealers have anno-
tated edinons of Milton's Paradise Lost, of
Burke's French Revolution, of Cowper's
Task, of Lamartine's Chustophe Colomb, of
Cicero’s Omtions Agamnst Catihne, etc,, that
ate now mere lumber, baving outhved the
demand  that offiual sancuon  created for
them. Those who hold such relics of a bye-
gone curnculom or departmental order may
look for these Looks to come n agam as
abandoned styles do, but there is little hope
that they will so0 come in The cditor of a
modern or dlassical work s vsually seady
when such work s again prescnbed, to
modify, supplement or enurely overhaul us
edition.  Has foniwer study of the work puts
ham 1t a position to start ahead of new edi-
tors, and the development in the weantime
of Wterary cnticism and the teaching art, as
well asuf the editur’s own views, will necesse-
tate changes in the first edition which noone

clse will recognise so clearly as the editor
himself. Consequent]y the old edition will
not be wanted when the work comes on
agamn, for the editor will in most cascs super-
sede that edition, 1f he does not, some
other competent man will  Even if the first
edition would sell five yeas after the tume it
was formerly in demand, 1t would not pay
the retmler to carry 1t su long, as mterest on
its cost would eat far below the point where
profit begins.

Dealers must be careful not to buy editions
of prescnibed texts beyond the needs of the
students within the time such teats are pre-
senibed.  They should know long before-
hand what works are to be texd within the
academtc year, should consult the head-
master to know how many students will be
in the classes to study the work, and should
learn what is likely to be the cdition in fa-
vor with the classical, modern language or
English master. Thev can do this if they
are on the lookout, as the work is usually
announced a year at least before it comes up
tor study, to give time to editors and pub-
lishers to prepare cditions. The dealer
should know that a work ceases to be in de-
mand, not when it ceases to ve authorized
for study, but months, generally half a year,
before that ume.  There should be few or no
volumes 1 stock when the second term has
been opencd.  The work that comes ona
year and a half afterwards should then be
thought of, as it may be needed to start
junior classes.

The dealer ought to cultivate the head-
master's acquaintance, and get as much ad-
vance local knowledge as possible, using the
curriculum and departmental orders 10 keep
himself informed on what workswill be read,
and learning as early as possible from the
teacher what editions will be preferred. If
deilers did more of this they would not hare
>0 many remnants of past years, and their
advance knowledge would assist the pub-
hishers, These could then revulate their
output by previous reports from travellers,
i the same way as importers now regulate
their supply, by firstin getting orders for the
wants of the trade.

SCOTT REDIVIVUS.

A Scott ‘revival’ seems to have set in,
There are various factors which may be in-
volved in the cause.  Nausea of the realistic
fiction that has lately been so much run after
by readers and affected by wnters may have
caused a reaction, or the place of Scott at
present on University curricula may have
something to do with restoring that author
to his old place in popular favor; or, more
probably, the appearance ot Scot’'s Diary
may have awakened an interest in hus vt
ings. Whatever the cause, there is no doubt
quite a drift in this city, at all events, of
hterary intercst in the works of the greatest
of romantic novelists. Inthe vast fow weeks
.everal costly editions, runming from $60 to

$120 have been sold.  The call for ordinary
editians has also been good.

CHURCH AND CHARITY
BAZAARS.

The discussion of church shop keeping
in other words, bazaars—is spreading. ‘The
Montreal Witness now takes up the question
on a hot letter from a trader and advertier
who seemns to have suffered severely in hiy
business. The merchant says, referring 1o 4
the large sums withheld from regular tdin
by the sales at church and charity bazaar. -
—“ All through the dark, damp spring, the
hot, dry summer (and railway excursions
taking cvery onc that can go to United States
summer resorts and  bringing scarcely any-
one in) and cold, bleak fall, the dealers
have been patiently waiting for the holiday
trade to help them take up a note, reduce a
heavy stock,or cover the losses of dull times,
but just as their hopes are getting ripe the
bazaar vulture sweeps down on them and all
their hopes are swallowed up.” On the
methods of carrying on the business traffic
undertaken by churches, he adds: “There
are no taxes, no wages, no rent, often no
cost, but all profit. To whom does this
amount rightfully belong 2 From whom 1s 1t
stolen? How much will Christ accept, bless
and use for his own glury? A few dealers
may close their doors ur be sold out ; no onc
cares” The writer it appears resented the
course of the Witness in countenancing
church trading and withdrew his adveruse.
ment, whereupon the \Vitness goes for him,
feeling nevertheless constrained to admit
that the bazaar system is “a very uneco.
nomical way of raising money, and that
direct gifts where possible are far better,’
and the writers “criticisms upon ihe
ordinary public bazaar are as a rule
thoroughly deserved.” Thesubject no doubt
is well worth discussing, and the churches

themselves will be all the better for a frank
disclosure of opinion therein. Some churches
have decided apainst business enterprises of
ail kinds. We fancy they have not suffered
If the yirls instead of consecrating their en-
ergies to successful competition with dealers
who depend on their business for their living
have devoted themselves instead to the alle-
viaticn of the miscries of the poor, the suffer-
ing and the helpless, their churches cannot
have suffered. Our own impression is that
the average girl of the period is considerably
more of an angel without wings in the latter
character than in the dormer. But we are
open to argument.  All we want to say in
conclusion for the present is, that the evi), if
it be an cvil, is growing, and that dissatis.
faction with its spread is considerable. It
mitht be well under the circumstances fer
pastors, church-wardens, elders and leading
wmembers of congregations to give this mat-
ter, as Sir John and his colleagues would say,
their mast serious consideration.  We admut
it is a difficult matter to deal with. Every
one realizes that cnterprises of some kind arc
useful 10 maintain the activity and interest
of young people in churches and chanty, and
cven worse than the bazaar system 15 the
plan of bringing outside attractions to the
cuy and selline tickets for them in the hope
of makiny a profit. The outside attraction
waltzes off with several hundred dollars of
cuty money, and that 1s the end of it 10 far as
local business is concerned.—Ottawa Journal




