
6 300KS AND NOTIONS.

or supported by a treaty making the uinpor-
tation of sucit copies unlawful. Take any
United Stats reprnnt of an Engish book.
Evcry jobber in the city is free taimport as
manay copics as lhc pleases on paynient of the
customs duty wi:cli is levied as.the author's
royalty. Suhstitute for this means of getting
sucl a bock the publbcation of it by one can-
adian bouse, -ind the probabihty that praces
would be kcpt up is strong. Tie ditribu.
taon of copies of that book fron one centre
instead of fromt miany, woltid brng the trade
in il front under the sway of the departmient
stores anal would make publbshers imdpend-
ent. (> course the publbsier could produce
cleap editions for tase who wanted low
priced books, but these would be as available
to the ret.ail bookseller as to the department
storekeecer.

An uplifting of pnces hy any mteans what.
ever, wietihcr by' combanition amiiong piesent
publishers, agreement aiong jobbcrs, or
copyright lcgislation, wouli (o incalculable
good 0 the retail trade proper. rherc might
perhaps be a perceptible decrcase an book
buying, but there wnuld be more than a per-
ceptible decrease in book-deailing on the part
of the traders hose proper business lies in
other hnes. The bazaar, tea and other large
stores that keep a stock of loks. ( so tnot
to nake moncy eut of that stock, but ta
stimulate trade ia. the other goods. They
thetefore buy thicr books at easy prices and
sell ihemi without profit, mîercly for the sake
of traie in their staples. liaut if a tinte should

comle whaen books could not be iad below a
regular pnce, itere vould not Ire the samte
uttlity in them as leaders, and the keeping of
them as a side stock mitight lie expected to
becoite iess comimton tan il is to.dlay.

EDITIONS OF PRESCRIBED TEXTS.

The cdIttons of scle tiotis froi Engish,
1-rench, (.eimttant and ls literattire.
which att prescibed for iatricultiation and
teachers examimations front aime to utie, are
not aliways sold witîhn the pîcriod thai the
work is studied. Many dealers havc anno.
tated editions of Miltonl's Iaradisc 1.ost, of
Burke', Frcnch Rcîolutiottn, of Cowpcer\
Task, of Laiatline's Chiistophte Colomb, of
Cicero's OramtansAgainst Cat:iine, etc., that
aire now ncre luimbe:, havmng otutlhved lthe
dmct.mîd that otlioaal sanc tion created for
thei. Those who hold suc t rcits of a bye-
goine q urrit ulmi or departmenta order may
totk for iltese books ta coic an agaim as
abanloned styles do, but tlcre is little hope
that the% will so tome in lihe editor of a
modern or classical work is usually rcady
wlen such wtork us agan pres<ribed, to
modf>, suptleelnt or cntirelv ovrrhaul hîs
edition. lias lorn.-ci studi of the woork puis
han ani a po..mîon to start ahead of new cdi-
tors, and the ievelopttent in the ieantime
of hierary cticmtn and hei teaching art, as
well .i>tf the edatur*s onn auents ,tui neccss-
tale changesin the tirnt edition wthi noone

else will recognise so clearly as the editor
iiiiiself. Consequentb the dai edition wvill
not be wanted when tlie work cones on
agan, for the editor will im miost cases super.
sede that edition. if he docs not, somte
otier competent man will Ecn if the first
edition nould sell five yeais after the line it
was forimerly in demand, il would not pay
the retailer to carry it s- long, as nterest on
its cos, would eat far below the point where
profit begins.

Dealers must be careful not to buy editions
of prescribed texts beyond the necds of the
students witnin the lime sucli texts are pre.
scribed. They should know long before-
hand what works are to be re'.d withn the
acadeite year, should consult the iead-
master to know iowt many students wdil be
an the classes to study the work, and should
learn wnat is likely to be the edition in fa-
vor with the classIcal, modern language or
Englisti master. Thev can do this if they
;are on the lookout, as the work is usually
annouiced a year at least before il cones up
for study, lo give tite t editors and pub-
lisiers to prepare edations. The dealer
should know that a work ceases t be ina de-
mtand, flot wien il ceases to ;oe authorized
for study, haut months, generally half a year,
before that tme. There shouild be few or no
volumes an stock wien the second ternm ha
been opcncd. The work that comîes on a
year and a half afterw'ards should tlien be
thought of, as iî may be needed to start
junior classes.

The dealer ought to cultivate the head-
master's acquaintance, and gel as mucli ad-
vance local knowledge as possible, using the
curriculum and departmental orders to kcep
hinself inforaed on what workswill be read,
and learning as early as possible from the
teacher n hat editions will be preferred. If
dealers did more of this they would not ha' e
so tiany remtnants of past years, and their
.ad'alnce knowledge would assist the pub-
hshers. Tîhese could then regulate their
output by previous reports fron travellers,
in the same -a> as importers now regulate
tiheir supply, by first in getting orders for the
wants of the trade.

SCOTT REDIVIVOS.

A Scott 'revival' seems to have set in.
Tiere are various factors whicli mîay be in-
voived ini the cause. Nausea of the realistic
fit tion that has latelv been so nutch run after
by readers and affected by writers mîay have
caused a reaction , or the place of Scott at
present an University curricula may have
something to do with restoring that author
to his old place in popular favor ; or, morie
probably, the appearance of Szott's DMary
may have aakened an nterest tn lis wrat
ings. Whiteser the cause, there is no doubt
quite a drift in this city, at ail events, of
hiterar- interest ai the works of the greatest
of romantic novelists. in the past few weeks
,everal tostly editions, runmniig fromi 56o toI
St::o have been sold. The cail for ordmary
editions has also been good.

CHURCH AND CHARITY
BAZAARS.

The discussion of church shop keeping
in other words, bazaars-is spreading. 'rite
Montreal Witness now takes up the question
on a hot letter froi a trader and advertî'er
who seemts to have suffered severely in in,,
business. The merchant says, referring toa
the large suins withheld from regular tridit g
by the sales at churcli and charity býzaars .
-" All througi the dark, damp spring, the
hot, dry surtmter (and railway excurstons
taking cvery one that can go to United States
stiimer resorts and bringing scarcely any.
one int) and cold, bleak fali, the dealers
have been patiently waiting for the holiday
trade to help them take up a note, reduce a
heavy stock,or cover the losses of dull times,
but just as their hopes are getting ripe the
bazaar vulture sweeps down on thein and ail
their iopes are swallowed up." On the
methods of carrying on the business traffic
undertaken by churches, he adds: "Thei
are no taxes, no wages, no rent, often no
cost, but ail profit. To whom docs this
ainount r:ghtfully belong ? Fron whoin as it
stolen ? Hl ow much will Christ accept, bless
and use for lis own glury ? A few dealers
imtay close their doors or be sold out ; no one
cares." The writer il appears resented the
course of the Witness in countenancing
church trading and withdrew bis advertise.
ment, whereupon the Witness goes for him,
feeling nevertheless constrained to admit
that the bazaar systen is "a very uneco.
nomical way of raising money, and that
direct gifts where possib!e are far better,'
and the writers "criticisms upon he
ordinary public bazaar are as a rule
thoroughly deserved." Thesubject no doubt
as well north discussing, and the churches
themiselves will be aIl the better for a frank
disclosure of opinion therein. Some churches
have decided against business enterprises tf
a'1 kinds. We fancy they have not suffered
If the girls instead of consecrating their en-
ergies to successful competition with dealers
who iepend on their business for their living
have devoted thenselves instead to thc alle-
viaticn of the miseries of the poor, the suffer-
ing and the ielpless, their churches cannot
have suffered. Our own impression is that
theaverage girl of the period is considerably
more of an angel without wings in the latter
character than in the oformer. But we are
open to argument. Ali we want ta say ia
conclusion for the present is, that the evîl, if
il be an cvil, is growing, and that dissatis-
faction with its spread is considerable. Il
mitght be well under the circumstances fer
pastors, church-wardens, elders and leading .
members of congregations to give this mat-
ter, as SirJohn and his colleagues would say,
their nost sermous consideration. We admit
il is a difficult matter to deal with. Every
one realizes that enterprises of some kind arc
useful la maintain the activity and interest
of young people in churches and charity, and
even worse than the bazaar system is the
plan of bringing outside attractions to the
cay and sellin tickets for thei un the hope
of naking a profit. The outside attraction
waltzes off with sevetal hundred dollars of
city money, and that as the end of it to far as
local business is concerned.-Ottawa Journal


