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THE FIFTY-CENT NOVEL.

OR rome time n discussion  has
heen go:ng on with regacd to the
sultablenesr of the 30 cent novel

to the Canadlan trade. ‘There can bLe
no doubt from the large nnmber of re-
plies recetved at this office that the
denlers fn the towns: of 4,000 ar jesx in-
habitantx find that they are unable to
rell more than [ive cople: of each new
novel that comes< ont in thi< form. The
prople will not buy, nnl the dealer can-
not sell, and hener he Lo dissatisied.

But on the other haml there ean be
no doubt that the 39 ceat novel s xold
tn Canada. Editlons of 1,000 and 1,500
are commoi, and  are usually pretty
well cleared out. Toronto almorbs
large quantities of these books, 2o do
Hom lton, St Catharines, London, Ber-
n, Klngston, Ottawsx, Montreal, ote.
The North-wost takes very large quan-
titles, especlally such towanx asx Winn!-
peg. Reging, Braadon, Moosomln, ¢al.
gary, Vancomver, and Vietoria. Deal-
ors In these towns order five to ten cop-
les of each new novel a< it comes out
and are generallv forced to repeat two
or three t'me« In Toronto there are
two dealers whose saler of e weh novel
rus up Into the handreds, The 30 cent
novel = wselllng. and i selling  wel!
where the people are educated to the
price.

Why are these novels 50 cents each ?
It I simply regulated by the cont of
praduetion. The novels are bought In

rheets from the United Htates publish.
era, ‘The follow!ng 1llat shows the cle-
mentx which enter Into the covt:

Origlnnl price of sheets,

buty of 13 per cent.

Ireight from New York.

Bimding.

Cover paper.

'rinting cover.

Window biilx.

Clreulars,

Post cards.

Losy on surplus xtock.

The laxt element I8 the most lmport.
ant one, If o dealer buys 1,500 hooks
and kel only L0080, he s esrtaln to
lose heaxily. The clement o! risk in
thi!s directlon I8 a great one and must
he enleulated upon,

The total cost of product’on of the
o cent novel, of which the wholesnle
price Ix 33 conts, runx {rom 20 to 32
cents, according to the nature of the
book. The pubidisher In Canada has no
bonanza.

‘The facts here 2et forth must prove
to the dealer conslushvely that he must
get S0 cents for every dew work of fle-
t'on, and It he desires to sell thexe, he
must educante hlx  customersn  to the
proce. The latter Is lnevitable.  “The
'riace of Indin I =etling well at 82,50,
The Refugeex =old well at 70 cents 'n
paper and $£1.25 in cloth.  Goldwin
Smith's new hook sells at $2.00. If such
priees caun he got, denlers shonld not
be afrald of the 30 cent novel.

CRED!TOR vs. DEBTOR.

NDER ex!sting lawz the ereditor Ix
at the morey of the debtor and
yet the poor fellow doesn't know

4, or I he knows 1t v generally too n-
dolent to attempt to remedy 1t.

The other day the creditors of Roblnx
Bron., hooksellers and faney goods deal-
ers, of Mlachell, held 1 meeting, It wax
found that Robins Bro<, owed the Copp,
Clark Co. about 3600, €. M, Taylor &
Co. about $300, and the other whole-
xale hounes simalter amounts, The meet-
ng wax unanhnons In declaring that
things were In bad shape, and Robins
Broes. were advised to scll thele Clinton
&lock I they could. By way of ¢xpian-
atlon It may be mentloned that the
ma'n place of bustness wan  Mitehell,
and Cllnton was clo<en a couple of
yenrs qgo ns o place tostart a hranch
store, The meeting wax ndjourned for
ten dava, an:d Mr. Thomax, bookkeeper
of The Copp, Clark Co., war appointed
ta look after the matter In the interest
of the creditors, The lawyers were to
do something elxe, noboldy knows whnt.
Dur'ag the ten dayr of adjournnent the
creditors slept peacefully nt nights, bhut
Roblnx Bros, hustled along. With the
ald of o fraveler, they munaged to fn-
duce two bright young men of Clinton
named Rance am) Spalding, to buy the

Ciinton stoek, and pay $2,700 1o caxh
therefore,  The xtock was valued at
s1,000,

Thik anle wan exactly whnt the cred.
Hors had addvised, but  they expected
that any money recelved would he gp-
pl'ed to the debtr pro rata. Robinx
Brox, do not seem to have thought wo,
aud they pald certatn debts amounting
$2,000, aml these debts were not the
ones due In Toronto, Only {200 of this
amount  found 18 way to the fund
whieh wan to beneflt the wolesalera.
In uther words the wholewulers were
dlzappointed to the extent of 2,500,

But bhelng the tmost gentle and tor.
bearing of men, these 2nme disappoint.
ed wholealers are aow /iguing n com-
promise with the safd Roblne Brox, at
80 conts, amnd granting them an ex.
tenslon of thme, Ax an exnmple of Chris.
tian fortitnde and angelle torbeacancee,
this Inntance wrhiould go down to the
postertity of sald wholesnlers, so that
the satd postertty may know what gen-
erour forefathers  they  possessed. [t
wilt alko show that the debtors of the
wholesale honses mauy enar'ly  tnke a
mora! advantage of those to  whom
they owe thelr manvy, and yet be treat-
ed ax * jolly good feliows'

Roblos Brow. will continue thelr bus'-
fiesx at Mitehell, There s no reason
why they shonld not  prosper.  ‘The
whotesnlers will continne thelr business

1 ‘Toronto. ‘Fhere are certaln reaxons
why they mny not be expeeted to pros.
prer.

A FLAGRANT EXAMPLE.

I: have not yat boen able to Jo.

duee the Government to pass a

Nattonal  Ilnsolvency Law -Ix

the ment of many of Cannda’s whole.

sule merchnts, Here I an tem from

Novn Scotla, which I a very cogent

exnmple of the evils that exist under
the prexent system:

ticorge Fo Spurr, general store, Tor-
brouk, Annapol!s County, has assbgned.
He mukou prt-ﬂ'rcncv of over 9,000, In.
chuding §3.151 to the Commerelal Bank,
\\lndmr. .\m(m Burnas, 83,218, and De-
long & Seaman, 32,186, 1t s not likely
there wHl be anything for the general
credltoras™

Every bookscller in Canndan who be-
lHeves In abmolute honesty In ity broaad-
est ant monrt sfgnifieant sense must he
in favor of o natlonal Insolveney law,
and hils duty Ix to do hilk best towards
obtalning 1t ‘The men named In the
above paragraph are not to be blamed
so much ax the lnw which permlts such
n proceeding.

To show that the evil exists ln the
Unlted States and I8 recognized as an
evil by lte business Journals, we quote
the followlng: *The operntfon of n
uniform bankruptey tnw  would be In
the Interesta of humanity and bastness
morallty. Every umin has wlthln his



