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a young Man, who, a year or so previously, hurt his back in a fall
at a gymnasiun. He lias now pectoral neuralgias, and dull pains
betweien his shoulder-blades and in his back, which have pruIbably
been ascribed to " rheunatism." Eventually the discovery is miade
that the third and fourth dorsal spinous processes are ui.duly
promninent, and it is evident that the bodies of those vertebra have
undergone complete tuberculous disintegration. The disea is
close belind the arch of the aorta, and the surgeon is uuale to
get at it. He cannot serape it and lie cannot irrigate it with germ-
icidal lotions. I believe that there are sone surgeons who \% ould
attack it if they could :ien n'est sacré pow In sapear,. but,
fortunately, he cannot possibly get at it. What then is to bl the
future of this patient ? Is lie going to die the death cs the guinea-
pig w'ould in the laboratory ? Most certainly not. He is to be
made to lie about, in the sun if possible, and he is probably going
to get well. Everyone here has acquaintance with such an indi-
vidual, or if he does not know hin personally lie lias seen him in
the street. He is rather a short man with peculiarly higih, square
shoulders, and with a boss between them. And not only lhas lie
long since outgrown his tuberculous disease without any operative
assistance whatever, but could we sec him in his own hone we
might not improbably find hiin-and I say it with some regret-
surrounded by a crowd of apparently healthy sons and daughters.

Such a case is one of great clinical importance:. it shows that
a man with an undoubted tuberculous lesion of the first magnitude
can completely recover without having undergone any operative
procedure whatever. At the end of the nineteenth century it is
somewhat unusual for any patient with any surgical affection to
be allowed the opportunity of sbowing what he can do without
subnitting himself to operation, so that such an account as that
which I have just instanced, becomes not only important but
actually interesting. One rarely hears or speaks now of thL Vis
'medicatrix Natuae: surgical zeal bas apparently rendered iL not
only obsolete but superfinous.

Another instance of the favorable course which undoubtu and
severe tuberculous disease may run without active surgical inter-
ference, is seen in the case of old-standing hip-joint disease, the
boy actually " growing out of his trouble." The disease,. Lt us
suppose, began at that period of life when it is customary to send
a boy to school, and his school-life was frequently interruptel and
was continuously clouded by the affection. But lie is now a p ung
man at college, and though lie walks laine and is precluded f rom
taking au active part in athletics, -still he is vigorous, -and ie lias
evidently and completely triumphed over his disease. I am nut sure
that I have in clinical work ever before used the specious expr. ýion,
"growing out of a disease "; and possibly 1 might not do su now
if I thouglt that tiere were any students or unqualified persons
present, for its adoption miglit prove unfortunate or even danu-ous.
It is a rather favorite expression, however, amongst parent. anà
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