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many months he gradually developed delusions
of persecution and interference, and became
very dangerous, making assaults on those around
him.  This condition of things lasted for up-
wards of a year, but during the last two months
an improvement has set in, and at the present
time, although apparently not altogether free
from delusions, these arc nevertheless much
less prominent ; and, though still excitable and
talkative, he is much more tractable, and is
tegularly employed at outside labor. It isim-
probable, however, that he will ever fully re-
cover. '

Case 2—R.H., ®t. 32, was admitted into the
Rainhill Asylum on January 27th, 1890. He
was a married man with three children, and
was employed as an engineman at some chemi-
cal works. He had always beea healthy and
temperate, but shortly before the onset of the
mental affection he had had an attack of bron-
chitis, which kept him at home for about ten
days. Whilst at his work a few days after this,
he accidentally inhaled sulphuretted hydrogen
and became * gassed,” as it is called at the
chemical works. This produced headache,
stupor, and prostration, for which he was kept
at home for a few days, when he became deliri-
ous. He passed rapidly into a very violent, ex-
cited state, shouting and gesticulating ; said he
was Jesus Christ, etc. ; tried to bury his head
in the floor, and to raise his feet above his head.
When admitted into the asylum, three days
later, he was still very violent and excited, ges-
ticulating and talking incoherently chizfly on
religious subjects.  He continued in a manizcal
condition for two or three weeks, but at the end
of a month from admission he had distinctly
improved ; he had then become rational and
was working fairly well. The improvement con-
tinued and he slowly recovered mental vigor,
and was discharged recovered on June z7th,
just five months after his admission into the
asylum,

Remarks.—1 have grouped thesz two cases
together, although it is not quite certain that in
the first case the gas which affected the patient
was sulphuretted hydrogen, details being want-
ing as to the exact fumes to which the man had
been exposed. That he bad -inhaled gas of
some sort is, however, I think, pretty clear from
the history, and there can, 1 think, be little

doubt that sulphuretted hydrogen was the agent
in question. That it was so in the second case
is clearly stated in the history obtained from the
patient’s friends. ‘There was a good deal of
similarity between the two cases as regards the
symptoms presented at the onset, there being in
both a greater amount of muscular excitement
than is usual in ordinary mania, and both men
exhibiting a curious tendency to roll the head
on the floor or pillow.

Laborers in chemical works are quite familiar
with sulphuretted hydrogen gas and its usual
effects on the system; for it is not by any
means unusual for persons exposed to its fumes
to become “gassed,” as the saying is; that is,
they pass into a condition of insensibility which
lasts a variable time, and when coming round
they are very often sick and dazed, and have a
sense of oppression about the chest, and there is
often a good deal of prostration for a day or
two afterwards. Sometimes indeed, though very
rarely, the insensibility ends in death. It is,
however, very unusual for lasting or permanent
effects to be produced upon the nervous system
such as come under the designation of insanity.
Indced, T am not aware that any such cases
have been recorded before. It does not, how-
ever, appear to me matter of surprise that such
effects should at times occur.  That the gas has
powerful narcotic properties is evidenced by the
rapid insensibility it produces when inhaled in
any quantity. Cases have been recorded by
Savage and others in which insanity, generally
taking the form of mania, has resulted from the
inhaiation of chloroform, cther, nitrous oxide
gas, and other similar agents, and the cases
just Gescribed as produced by sulphuretted hy-
drogen seem quite to fall into line with these.

The effect of all these agents appears to be
to paralyze, in the first instance, the highest
controlling and co-ordinating plexuses in the
brain. If the dose be large or the administra-
tion continued, more and more of the cortical
centres in a descending scries are involved, and
insensibility ensues. But when the paralysis is
confined to the highest cortical arrangements
the immediate result is not lethargy but excite-
ment, owing to the centres next in series being
emancipated from the control of the bigher,
and hence acting oyer-vehemently and incoher-
ently. Such, at least, is the explanation which



