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Origal Communications.

PULMONARY CONSUMPTION IN THE
LIGHT OF MODERN RESEARCH.

By Stephen Smith Burt, M.D., Professor of Clinical Medicine
and Physical Diagnosis, New York Post-Graduate Me-
dical School and Hospital ; Attending Physician, OQutdoor
Department (Diseases of the Chest) Bellevue Hospital,
While more then fifteen per eent of all

deaths in the civilized world can still be

traced to pulmonary consumption, no fur-

ther apology is necessary for discussing this |

subject. Such a mortality alone is sufficient
reason for us to persevere in our efforts to
trace out the source of this evil, and to de-
vise some radical means for its prevention.
Moreover, the renewed interest which recent
discoveries have awakened in general medi-
cine is fully shared by this particular mala-
dy, and a fresh impetus has been given
toward the solution of a problem which
hitherto had seemed almost hopeless. Never-
theless, I must confess t0 some diffidence in
debating this theme at a time when so many
startling revelations are being made in
regard to the etiology of disease, and when,
from this unsettled state of our science, an
argument based upon a premisc of to-day
may turn out to be illogical in view of the
discovery of to-morrow. Still, a sufficiently
large number of facts appear to be conclu-
sively established to justify our considera-

{

tion of the germ-theory in its relation to
pulmonary tuberculosis. I therefore under-
take tnis topic without promising any
special novelty, for my work is in the field
rather than the laboratory of medicine;
but with an earnest desire to elucidate the
various questions involved in the present
aspect of the matter and to do my share
toward promulgating the latest results of
modern research. And at the outser of
my essay let me acknowledge the great
obligations we are under to the large num-
ver of patient, painstaking workers, whose
+ne is mostly spent behind curtains, with
closed doors, peering into the but recently
explored land of the bacteria, the dark con-
tinent of infection, whose miasma has been
exhaling disease and death from a poisonous
vegetation heretofore undiscovered.

There is a trait peculiar to a mind im-
bued with the real scientific spirit which is
especially commendable. No seeker after
the truth feels it incumbent on himself to
uphold a claim which has been pm\vcd un-
tenable. Demonstrate the falizcy of an
hypothesis and it is immediately Ebhxown
aside for one that will bear verification.
Meantime, however, the imagination plays
a most important part in the progress of
scientific investigation; for some of our
most useful discoveries have long antici-
pated their final confirmation. An idea,



