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other operation which will effect the same purpose, life will in such cases be’
saved, )

It may be inferred that spasm of ‘the glottis takes place occasionnally under the
influence of chloroform.

1st. Becanse several substances possessing anzesthetic properties are positively
known, when present in the blood, to have given rise to closure of the glottis.

2nd. Becausé the symptoms of death from chloroform are consistent, more or
less, with death from sudden asphyxia. 4 '

3rd. Because the post-mortem appearances after death from chloroform maybe
accounted for by assuming that death has taken place from asphyxia.

In the three following cases, spasmodic closure of the glottis resulted from the
presence of aleohol, carbonic acid and sulphuretted hydrogen in the blood, the
1 hysiological properties of these three substances being allied to a certain extent
o thnse of chloroform; and in two of the instances under our consideration, life
was' obviously saved by tracheotomy, : ‘

A very interesting case is reported in the volume of the Medico-Chirurgical
Transuctions for 1837, entitled, “ Case of Recovery from the Insensibility of In-
toxication by the Performance of Tracheotomy. By Gsorge Sampson, Esq.”
The patient, aged 31, was brought to Mr, Sampson’shouse in a state of complete
insensibility after drinking freely of beer, and more than a pint of brandy; all
voluntary motions had ceased for at least four hours. The stomach:pump being
used, drew off between three and four pints of fluid, the greater part of which
appeared to consist of brandy. Every means of exciting vomiting was afterwards'
vainly applied; the man became more comatose, his countenance turgid, and
breathing more and more difficult; the pulse grew fainter, and was at last scarce-
Iy perceptible. He was then removed to the Infirmary, and a consultation was
held with the other medical attendants, who arrived in the course of half an
hour; at that time every appearance indicated the rapid approach of death, and
there was no ground to justify a reasonable hope of recovery. It occurred to
Mr: Sampson when standing by the patient’s bed-side, that the extreme difficulty
of respiration was owing to the existenee of © collapse of the glottis,” and with
this view of the case, he strongly urged that a trial should be given to the opera-
tion of tracheotomy. The operation was accordingly performed, without loss of
time, by Mr. Andrews. The trachea was no sooner opened, than the distension
of the veins about the head and neck subsided, the violent efforts of the respira-
tory muscles ceased, and in about half an hour regular and easy respitation through
the wound was freely established. At the same time the pupils became slightly
sensible to the stimulus of light, and the pulse returned to the wrist. He continued
quiet during the night, but had no return of consciousness till the following
morning. The case proceeded very satisfactorily, and the wound being healed in
about three weeks, the patient was discharged cured. o ,

This case is particularly interesting, for the analogy between the physiological
action of alcohol and chloroform has been quite satisfictorily demonstrated by

. Messrs. Lalleman, Perrin, and Duroy. Like aléohol, chloroform acts first on the
brain, then on the spinal system, and finally on the syrapathetic; the brain
exerts a certain power of concentrating within ifs tissue both chloroform and al-
cohol ; the pariod of excitement produced by chloroform, is not unlike that of
aleotiolic intoxication; and insensibility equally resnlts when a sufficient dosc of”
aleohol or chloroform has penetrated into the circulation. ) o

If aleoholic poisoning is positively shown.to have threatened lifé from asphy--
xia owing to spasm of the glottis, I see no #eason why death from chloroform
stiould not be'due occasionally to the same phenonienon. g .

The two other cases I have to réport have come under my own.observation,

One'of them was an instance of secondary asphyxia, from spasm of the glottis,
after immersion in the Serpentine during the skating season. The patient, a
middle aged man; had been eénitirely iinder watér, but ot- being taken out, respi- -



