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AXL.—DNitrate of Silver in Small Pox. By A. Von IrrLynp, M.D.
Vice-Prosident College Physicians and Surgeous, C. k. \ ,
In my article published in the October issue of the Medical Chionicle
o‘x?'the ectrotic or abortive treatment of'smoll pox, with a soluiionof th:
nitrate of silver, you cannot but have perccived, that T assumed io other
merit, than that of successfully testing the apjlication as shggnste& to
n:‘é, by Dr. George Douglas, (and to whom, as I therein obse;Yed it hag
aiso beensugaested),  Indeed, Tdid not in the least, nttemp’t‘to d;scbv o
any new fact, bt merely verified one, already expressed, and now I af-'t )
happy toannounce, cven tried by a distinguished member of the I;;ore:'l
sion,—Dr. Alexander Rowand, and, I have therefore only to hoPe lh'z
I'have been chiofly instrumental in awakeniog general attentjon ’to p
and thereby, extending the benefits of so important an cetrotie i lhlt’
leathsome and disfiguring discase, the small poz. .
The importance of obtaining a modifying power over the variol
pustule, had engrossed my attention fer a number of years, T h:us
brought to the test, independent of what may have originated fyom b
cwn mind, almost every means, which had been considered by sf_.‘.;?aylr
gentlemen. prominent in the profession, as efficacious in Preveuting the\A
maturntion of the pustule, and the subseqeunt pitting,  The sulphur
ointment, tinctwie of iedine, mercw iul nintment, thickened with starch
and even the pure nitrate of silver, have all, from time to time, beent
em,loyed by me, but with no very sutistactory result, at least, they more
or less, possessed such properties, as to render them, ifnot dangérotis
highly oljecticnable, and sometim:s impracticable in confluen: smal,l’.:
Pox.
1t now remains with me to observe, that nothing Lut a sense of moral
obligation to the huwan fumily, as well as the interests of science, has
induced me to recommend most carnestly to the members of the profes-
sion, a solution of the nitrate ofsilver, in the forn: prescribed ix my qrtis:]e
as t}m safest, and most cflicacious application, whichin the present stal; .
of'our kaowledge, can be cmployed as an abortive, in the incipieu‘t' or
more advanced stage of the eruption in small poz. T
For this important and valuable application, second only in consiaer.
ation, tu that of vaccine invculation, the claim of priority (in Quebqlg')
appertaios alonc te Doctor Alezander Rowand, and 1 am happy,, 1n
commeon with his numerous professional friends, to recognize it, His deal |
and activity in the cause of practical science is well known, and his labors
ib the ficld, cunnot fail to bring forth uselul fruits. '
gxosse Isle, 23rd October, 18%6.

*(The parenthesis is ours.—Eps. Men, Ch.)



