156

LODGE PRACTICL.

We are glad to se. the interest with which the
question of lodge practice, and practice hy contrart,
is being discussed in our medical papers, and the
unanimity with which these modes of practice are
condemned It 3s a question of greal importance
to every active medieal man, one on which every-
one must come to a decision, and weare confident
that with scarcely an exception the decision would
be against the whole system if the ecase stood
merely on its werits The prineiple on which it is
based is an utterly false one. 1t is not that of ““a
fair day’s wage for a fair day’s work.” hut a mini.
mum of remuncration for an indefinite amount of
work.

Ong savere case of typhoid, for example, would
often cover the full sum reecived from a lodze of
seventy-five members for a whole vear. Medical
men give their services for charity’s sweet sake
more abundantly than any other class or profes-
sion, and that with a readiness and cheerfulness and
actual pleasure begotten of their gencrous love of
helping a fellow being in distress.  But all the less
is there a dJaim on them to throw a mantle of what
i~ in a large dogree charity, over all sorts and een
ditions of men able to pay for the services rendered
It is nut merely that the lodge physician
gives away his own services for a mere trifle, but
hie honcycombs the practice of his confréres for a
petty feg, and thus deprives them of what would
otherwise be theirs.

thon.

He makes himself cheap and places himsddf at
the beck and call of a * Lrother,” who shows his
brotherlness by stinmoning him on ¢very vecasion,
convenient ur utherwise, however trifling his in
disposition. The other day a lodge member sum-
moned his physidian to his bedside between five
and six am.  IHis great toe-nail was hurting him
and he wished 1t attended tu before he went to his
day’s work.  The doctor’s indignatiun was curbed,
by the fear of Josing a vote at the neat dectivn.
He loses his independence, and in the end has the
consolation of lusing his position because he failed
to visit a sick member as often as the latter thought
Again, no man will continue to do
justice, cither to himself or his paticnts, when he
knows that he is giving his services for far less
than they merit, and when the motive in thus

necessary.
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rendering himsddf cheap s that he may, in the
course of time, gain the family practice from the
hands of a brother pracutioner, his action is
almost on a par with that of him of whom we were
reeently told that he begged to be allowed to at
tend fur nothing a Case of « recurreat § fe to show
his capertness, with the hope, of course, of buing
@ eading actor in Al future vecasions of the kingd,
Another objectivnable feature is, that to retaise his
hold, the medical man must danee attendance on
ludge wectings about two nights a month for every
sucicty o which he bidongs, and su wastes valuable
tme that ought rather to be spent among his
bouks, cultivating thuse habits of study  that arn
su vastly lost.  H hie does chouse this better part,
his *brothers ™ think he has lost interest in the
sureess of the ludge, and soon somc more gendal
individual with a “hail fdlow well met” syle i
brought on the scene and made the recipient of
the lodge’s favour.

Such a state of things shoukd cease, and that at
an carly date, but the desired end can only be
teachicd by unaniniiyy among  our  professoin,
At present one man adwits the practice, in seif
defiiey, because his neighbour does. It should be
tade a live question at all medical socicyy mectings
and the support of Al enlisted. Then at the neat
Ontanio Medical Assodiation Meeting the subject
mignt be thoroughly vreated and banded over 1o
the Council fur action. If sudietics and wssotia-
tions, of whateve. kind, desite 1o co operate in
providing medical attendance for their members,
there need Lo no objection. Indeed it is well that
they should du >0, But let them pay the e ular
fees fur the attendance given, and cach man choose
Lis van physician.

DISCIPLINE.

The Committee on Discipline of the Council of
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, composed
of Hr. H. P. bay, Belleville, Chairman: Dr
lTogan Ouawa, and Dr Bray, Chatham, held n
meeting in London on ‘Tuesday, Novemher 5th
The charges investigated then were those pre
ferred against Dr. ‘I R. MeCullough, of Ennis-
killen. The cvidence presented was well sifted
and shaped for report.

The session was continued in the Council buiid-
ing here on December 6th.  The culprits whose



