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face, and the brute was, at any rate, ' a
gcT(od hu.er.' There was sornetiîîg v'ery
piquant if not flattering, in being selected
for bis exclusive nialigiity. 13ut lie wvus
gene, and the tuieiagerie had hiencefbr-
Nvard iost, for ie, a pbortion cf its Iiiterest.

Aller tie lirst Surprise -,as over my
euriosity becanie excited, and I begYan te
specuilatc un the causes cf tlihe ereatu re 's
absec*ne. W-as lie de-mi ? lIad lie leen.
destroyed l'or isferocity, or 1'arted witlî
te niake ror fibr a, ilder specimonl of
the speeies ? Naid he gouce to perfbrin in
the legitiniate dranma-or taken rîh
leave 1 1 was looking. rounud fbr some-
boedy te answer these queries, when. al
at once 1 desrriud an ut) ect that made
mie fèei like a man suddenlly blastud with
a thunderbeit.

M -ercy on is ! You den't mean t( say
that it was the tigerP2

I de. ILiddled uip ln a dark corner of
the romr, liIad heen overteeked by mc
ou niy entrance, arnd cuurningly stuppress-
ing his tisual suari cf' rceornitIin, the
treacliereus beast haci proci-eded te Inter-
cept my retreat. At my first glimipse cf
liai hie was skulkiiig atong, close Lu the
w~ali, in the direction ef the deer. IIad
I possessed the fuit pewer cf' motion, lie
maust have arrived there first-Ijut terror
rivetted me te the spot. There I stood,
ail my factulties frezen up, dizzy, moetieon-
icss and dumnl. Ceuli I have cried eut,
my last breath. ef iif3- wouid certainly
have esca7ýed frem. me iii ene long, shrill
screain. biut it ivas Pontt up in miy bosem,
where my heart, aller ene mighty iêeuud
uîpwards, %vas fltittering like a scared bird.
There wvas a feeling cf deadly choaking,
at my throat, ef mortal sickness at mvy
stemacli. My tongte in an instant had
beceme stiff and parched-my jaw lue ked
-my eyes fixed in their sockets, andi,
from the rush of bleod, seemed loeking
threugh .9 reddish mist, wvhi1st within rny
head a whizzing neise strack up that
rendered me utterly incapable ef theught
or cexnprehension. Such, as far as 1 can
recofleet, was my cendition, and which,
from the symptems, I sheuld say, wvas
very similar te a combined attack of
apoplexy and paralysis.

This state, hewever, didI fot last. At
first every Ninb and joint had sLîddenly
stiffened, riged W; cast iren ; my very
flesh, %vith the blood in its veins, had con-
geaied into matrble : but anfer a feie

scends, the muscles as abruptly relaxed,
the joints gave îvay, the bloed thiaîved,
and seerned escapiug fromn the vessels,
the suibstance of* ry body seemed lesing

its solidity, andi witlî un inexpressible
sense cf' its inibecility, 1 felt as if my
,wlî>le framie would full in a shapeless
inass on the fluor.

Gracicus ?edes-~;' Icdu!
The tige r, in the interim, hiaving gained

Ille ilcor, liad cruchled down-cat-ike-
lu s lxîck curved liiwardls, his face betveen
his forc-1mavs, and %vith. lis glaring: eye-
baIls s'aiyfixcd on mine, wvas erecping
on bis bully by haif-inches towards me,
bis tait meanwhile working frein side te
side behirid him, and as it %vere sculling,,
Ilini on.

Iii rnether moment titis movement
ceased, thc tail straightened itself eut,
except the tip), îvhich. turiied rip, and be-
carne nerveuslv agitatéed, a warning as
certain as tlie like signal fromn an enrtei>d
ratt lesnake.

rfherc was no time te be lest. A provi-
dentiai inspiration, a direct wvhisper, as
it wvere, from heaven, rcmiaded me cf the
enipty cage, and suggested, with light-
ining rapidity, tîtat the saine massive bars
îvhich had furmerly kept the Man Eater
ivithin, inighlt now keep him ont. In an-
echer instant 1 was wvithin the den, liad
pimlled to the dcer, and shot the heavy
boit. The tiger, fuiled by tlue suddenness
of this unexpected manoeuvre, immedi-
ately rose froin lis couchant position, arid
after lashing each fiank with his tail,
gave vent te bis clissatisliuction in a pro-
lenged inward grtimhle, that sounided
like distant thuinder. But lie did net long
delibe rate on bis course: to mny infinite
liorrer, I sav lirn approadli the den,
where rearing on bis hind legs, in the
attitude the heralds call rampant, lie gave
a tremendotis roar, whidh made my blood
curdie, and then resting lis fore-pa,%Ms
.on the front of the cage, with hi.s huge,
hideens face pressed against the bars,.he
stared at me a l.ong, long, long stare, with
twe red, eery eyes, that' alternafely
gloemned and sparided like burning coals.

It was now nuy turxi to k4now and un-
derstand how Time 1 travels in divers
paces with divers persons.' To feel luowv
the precieus stuif thlat« lif'e fs made of
.miglit ce drnavn out,.11i1te £ne.gold, iito
inconceivable lengtias.' TgWeaÉn~ tlib,çx
treme duration of minjins -anai gecôns,


