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icato proprietors. Ini the Euglish Statutes anal the comnctaries it aneaus
tire rate-payer. 'Tiac 1oor Law snys iloez-socrs shlaH rccise by tuxa.
tieni, or every inlhabitaut, anad of evcary occupier cf lands aaad tanses ira
tire pari8h." Blurnts ira bis coaaaaeatacries says, Il ire taxation eugltt te

bce madle upion the inhlabitaats andl occupier8 of lands witlcin tire paisli,
according te the visible estates andl possessions they have %vithia tire
panish." Blaekstoeo, treacting Lapon thre saine subjeet, thus expresses
ainisoif: ILaTir overseers arc enipowercd ta nake na levy raieCs

upontce soveral inhbabitanits." ite Stacttte rclaticag te the inninten-
rance of rosads contrains tire folliwin' ternis: "An loassessmcnelt uapon
ail the icababitants, ow'aors and occupiers cf land 1 recable ti thre pour,

shfait bo madle." la theso two cases the rate is rîxposeil upoia pensas
passefin> goeds subjoot ta tax~ation, Nvhoether they reside or net. ia the
place. Nevcrtholess, thce Stttate designates tire ratejaayers IV- the ap.

peoain "inhbabitanits." l3urtis showe us hoiv tirese %vords wero inter-
preteal: "lAbundarice cf orders have beeti quaslieal, for iiotsottin-, furtif
that the persons (%vit by thse Statute must reside lin tire parislc'), were
substacutial househiolders, nuit describing tireur ourlyns principtal tatirîbit-
fauta anal substantial householders,-%ithoutaddiugý lin tire parisli.' " TIhis
surely shows, according te thesejualgos, tliat tire %vords "thre inhabitants
or Iceusehiolders7" did flot esseactially inaly resideicce. Pîtili pei M bis ex.
collent, work: on evideaice, speakiag cf tire changes brouglin about by*
the operation of Lord Detccraa's Act, thus expresses iiseif: Il Btted
iniabitatits ivere before thatAct incerapetent ivitraesscs." Thtis ineena-
pctency alpied ta ait rate.payers, inhether they resided ar nut ina tire
parislt. 'flt erofore according te the Parliaaientary language of Eng.
landl, the vords9 Ilthec itihabitarts referreal ta a ratetablte property, a
rateable andl a rated inhabitant, ivithout regard te residence. The
eict of 1679, whicla. regulatedl in Lower Canada tire obligations cf

parisîrioners with respect te the cection cf churches, ordere liat :heoy
shoulal bc auit a~. the expertse of thse irchabitants. Soverat ordinances
have boon publiscocl, andl severial jualgaents have been delivereal siiOc-
1790> in w hich the proprietors ln a liarish, rcsideuts or net, are coca-
demneal te centribute for tie constructien of tic charchtes, nalt arc- called
Ilthse iuhabitacuts." In the Municipai Laiv cf 1841, tite alctors are
desic"nated in thc Englisis text"i the iathabitant housoholders," whviieîa
hr.slrco-a translated l les habitants tenanat 'feu ci licu." The statutie of
1845, iwhieh rformced tite District Counicils by Municipal panisires, ita
designating the electors iccdicates thont as foltars : "lthe sajl ithalai-
tants hein-, inîrabiturrts tenant feu ci lieu." In Upîrer Canada the sia-
tale gives tice right cf ývoticag nt thse first cioctian lic a imunicipaiaty "te
every resident amale itahabitaut or sufficiciat 1praperty," anlut subse-
quent cloctons Ilte every male freeheider" wnhose trame ajpleani att
thc assesmcrat roll. It ivould bce useiess te cite aaty furrîror texis tu
show th:u. tice words Ilthe lachabitants"1 liavo ftot in our Pariiamîtitary

lan-guage an absolute sonse cf residenice; otherwise tire Leg,,isa.ture
-would over have sajal, as wc have scec, Ilthe salal inhabitanas beiîtg
inhabitants tezranifeu et lieu." These ivords indicate tlrû iriiverraaiity
of the intercateil parties constitutia" the municipcdity %vitlc andl by its
proprieors. lIn a commuriity, caicu'irations are oaly basea ar its tax-
able value. Thse assessaiena roll is tire sole legal record ira %çlich yaou

= ma y-rend anal loarai the naines of the innitants. In the xrerks cf the bst
ators the words "linhiabitants" orI "peotrs" are indhtferectiY clacid

Ie quaiify or designate tic inter>sted pa..rties ir eferring te thse laro-
pur.ics içicc they possess. Denisarr. toIla us tha. IlWhouc thse inciabit-

ant.3 of a parish are ai law ia miltiers of real cstate, tiry comprise the
prepricoes of landls situatel in tise paiîslc icc sucis a way titai, alticougi
thcse propnietors reside clscwhcre, thoy are on sucis occasions helal te
Lassa part cf thse number cf the larbabitants." Curasson, ici tis trcatise
on pcssossory actions, expresses himiseif as fcllor-s: IlThe inîtabitants
have a righta te enjoy ail thse advantages nd convenieacos wicî arc

,etwe y a street."; and thon> rcfutin- Pardessus, adals, 'Ille
allowa litire proprietor shoul! bre indonctfed if deprived by the tac:.

icaity.Y In a Judgment which ho quctes, aliouaiaag daa"es for a
ihngel the grade cf a street ae Gina thse motive l the ?Qiicwing

terris:I "Sccing taI ameng tire charges wichi each inaitant lins te
mccltiredamaes 'wbich a -;tizen's proerty may reecive canth

enumerateal." Se ranch for the Parliamentary andl legai sense of the
*words. Thse dictionary says a I' rich inhabitant" applies, te peoplo
gecrally, andl Iaat a n eii-tc-d Ilinhabitant ' indicates a propnictan
in easy circuinstances, or waeathy faisaner; aitisut amy reserve as ta

bis speciai residonce. But thse Statute ca-en lia this case interprets the
,wucl , a the seaire avhich thoy siiorild carry. Thre ut1h clause ar-dors
that thoreslalh bce affmeeting cf the proprieters ofilandl andl ofiaiabit-
asts ferrant fer& et lieu- e lan-Ihlors anal househoider"- for the

purpoe of electing, Commisssienens. Te bo an clocten a persan must.
beapepricor in the nunicipality. Rosidence la net aiecessary in a

maunicipalicletion ta give tlic rigil cf v-ding; it is net reqatireal cithon
fer thc peitical voer anal i. is dcubtless, by maison cf the univerSauity
cf interest wich relates ta pubflic educaticar, tirat both franchises; haivc
beon placca on thc saine feeling. The proprictor, ailticoirgh le dots

flot reside, forfais part cf flie mutnicip)al houuy ta -àhieh apliertniats the
admnristratiorn of thre commcsuan iaatercrst. Ile is b>- tire lacw it-If Itela te
forfir prart Of ttu famtliaer of ilatlabitac. 1le Itas the rigt te be acoti.
lied, uncd of actiont ia tire oftizcit etire' Exectatve Couareil cf flie
cottanitaaty. lltheate livs lais itaraîtauniit le., lai ritaae tîtose of tire cater
rate.payecs ; laec tailatet forait part of the- body paciîle ata stili ait).

lisaste niglat cf pacyiag. I t is by tuasui t' flais contribution tuat
itesflorjusIts part cftice certtauarnity, act titi-ltast atat ho cati îassess istite

riglit te cetrol its use îcîîd destiationa. It is arc longer IL tueat, partitil
aîcd exlu ive it, bita purblie latal genrro n:î ie, iatesi a usoit

ic tire satine degree. WVliest local iiprevetierrs f nl rlariai filatcure
are iii questiaon,' titis eaitribrrtiuc cati be tirait cat. iii caltait rire irnjcanit)
anay deir te ire tire încst acirtiltaceccas %vil) i foi- theua tire noac.-resideirv
prnoîrietor parîleipates in tite iaprcveraa.-t. ]lit aie cairt rerisoa iii
lIais %çai wvireac conrscienie is ia qcueutiona, inal tlrirgs rviatia t titrorals
.aalid an Titere is are lonrger anas- confiusiont Ietwveett a tiag ho.
loatgiatg te ail aicl te c:chl, buct ittiig Ian set-adc or doeriariied lry tire

pnrc:ile cf tcjenities-, ira IL alilgicîrs pilat cf vici- aî hiensca cwaas hIlar
self claîirneîy; aticonwise 1v. is inct liberty ef ithcaglat acata educatii,
exercisea ut tire avili of tire rrrajonity. lit tirese divergenrces of opinaion,
inore or less egatisticai, preopie secii te have lest sigltt cf tire abject
wii Panliarioacit irnal la view bv tire ternirs la qauestionr. lit ala-der tlat
ticere simaula bo a conrporationa if dissetitieacts la a riraicipalit>-, it foi.
loua titat tîccre shorcid bc a a nriiciaility ilasef i arariaber cf inhalait-
unis te orancize anra carry acaf tire ûaacctitic or sarcla a ceorlioc.t.
But ance sueit a body is corrstitrrted,alre l airces arc fiarrrerdistiaoaion a
if. deelanes tirat. thre ecicaccilt of dissentiieuras wiil liave titre sroie ri-,îct ce
assess anda levy tire sciareui rates frein tIrae disse artierats. 1 tel igious fai tl
atone liactits nta dcsignrati-s tirase avic xina3 irc-Iag lu sueli corpaorationc;
la fuet, la. is but licaa nacci iaartial tirat :î seîanatior of' alo îa:jenity
randl îciacanoity sicoul take place cit tite simpleit deinatal cf the latter.
Ere rescrcniag dais ar-gumnt, 1 li-bore il, ry dumy te s:îy tirai, if atiy
persan alces flet colleur ara tie opuiiors wit 1 I hav iaisa carcanciateal,
îirey canîcot, aavnlil.de-iy thrat tire latiagarrge of tIre lau, as te tire
caicaitionts of tite riglit of dissidencce, ian at icaîsi sutsce-ptirle of tire iii-
tea-pretatioa whiich 1 liane giveat it. Tliis adnatt-ci 2we revent te tire
science cf l'au. ite gourerai raIes wici tire %visdcnc of ctiglrtcatcd
ato aa i"s have tarr"Iat us for ire exîrlaîrtioa cf Iaws sreuld ho

studical, la order ta gcuide tire Opinionrs o7jcrdges. As Dinarris reaîks:
Il Tire duty cf tire jualges ia the irterretatic a cf tînt- law, if iiiculties
accur, is te look ta tire spirit aiad cirji-t, unal te ho guided by nîclesacral
exnialiles.7 &4vi-rc cf titese r-ries lance.:ine:ccly- bewi-a e-hti-idat. - irt 'aiii
sittilce tua recai -.ard nppiy a fev atirs. Ila.t iS cala. tce NVU or di tr
law,"2 says aiei ityadoii, Il hart fltc etorai scirse cf it, tînat intk-es
tire iaw. 'Tire letton af tise law is tire body, tire searsc aunai renisoar cf tire
llaa ice heu. IOV t is s-%vrrtly cf roîtraris dirat, otan legisanture, ira ntate-

ri.-I palace, tnattscnrilad tirose avords aiaust, literiliy b> caacctilIrgfiat
gcnoraily ail avordq, expressioans naltl dispesitioas sianulal reet-ive as
lange, asilirerai, as brnn, and as allt-natagcacas an intcrprctatiornswas
necessany, ira oraler te rareitl thse alajecis cotenaj'lted lay its cts, arda
te put hra farce ail ils diffeenat ire% isiurtra, accrdiuag te its truc sense,
iaitent anal anevaingg lIn ferait the inatentioan of tire lgisiatre is net
dauhtfu ilt is even ndmittoal la a searse favorable te tite dissidentce cf
tire aton-resident. Ana l irre is blaw tliejrdicifaas Divairnls resarines tire
teccling and tire jurisprudence cf Eraglacral: "lie reaiitentiea, 'viera
coilecteai witli eertnintv, avili aluwavs, in suantes, parcerait oeor tic lite-
rai sense cf tise terras. A tiiagivici s %itit tic abaject, spiritana
anning ofa statrite is as mci %aitiin tire sMaturte as if ut uec caithin

tise letton." ie dissidence cf tire Catîrile an Prtestat ncei-residoct
"lis wtii thc elajeci, spirit anal meaaiaroftlacstrtutC7 r1jursconr-
suit, avirose cpinions chenld iave tise greatest areig-iat, hart principaily
la tic study of tire ries wiriclt shoîrla bo fafloveal ira tIrle lraterbrnetation
cf tise 1laus,-tio icanea tont-tc at it %vaus lar tic spiit natal
latent of the ha-s tint tlry shorla be hcard na îîld Te jualge
prcperiy cf thce scaise cf a lau ave siratild, lho sala, coaisader ai-an. is iti
motive, waviat avre ils iitcoravcaiences.-ana its rtilitr. Tîrenacitfolleraca
tisaI ifsome cf tire tennis on soame of the exur-essicas of naîr appearcal
Io ]lave a diffenent, moning front lime v-itichit are cidenlly fcxced hy
tire toe of tise law la its otttirety, ave siraula seize fac-ce latter -inaL

rejet ti otors wltci ene liet teri5, but caatnrar ta tire trac
intentioa ef tire lau. W7ltltir lc iberty cf crecris annd icir equ-diuy
bofore tire lavr, tire rigis of tire minerlty airc as arhsolute as tiiese cf
the anjority. The trc latent of thce lau s"ots ta ire tic equai proetec-
tien of lrese rigiats; tie ocher sense tire lau la capable af maust bire u
.lectel .viserever il seas caatrarv te its m-al ebioct, a.tirouglt il, is ca-i-
dcntly cecîchecin anacl tise :saine tenas. An imriîetanat observationa
on luis part of tire caibject aveulal br onrittfel if ve diai art recrill wviat
aas se olcon sicoara hy thc most erment rnagistr.itcs e! ]Franco anti

Englanal. W lava it is proposeal ta setnaside tire prncipies of eternai
justice orsto elude fîradamentai r-nies, tire lau cxjarmsiag lhc intention
or tise legisiator mnust bre eccpresea -aiti irresistible ecaratess te indce


