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of his hearers rcspecting the character of God-the character of man-and
thre way of salvation throughi tire riglîteousness of God car Saviour, that i
not reveaied in the BibleP A cursory viewv of huiman nature is sîîfficient to
slîew, that training a person te ire a MNinister lias a baneful eff'ect on thre mind.
Who lias flot seen a inodest, unassumning young mani, with apparent piety,
go to an Academy te learn te be a MirristerP His mind is gratefful %vitlî
thre prospect of being titled by tire ungodly epithet of "lTire Reverend," or
leDoctor." 1 cail tirera ungodly, because unscriptural, and contrary to thre
spirit and letter of tire precept of tire Lord Jesus; :"lBe net ye called
Rabbi." Tire latent feelings of tire heart are roused by that pride that is
natural to mani, thre modest 'b1usli is exchianged for a mani of con!iequence ;
having got an ounce of education, hie considers it a pound, and in ail iris
intercourse with bhis lay bretirren, begs thein te pay due suirmission te bis
decision. Tis is the mari tiat is set rip te make thre word of God more plain
than He muade it. Besides, after such. a host of explainers, even supposing
tiem necessary, can we look for more accîrrate explanation froin your
academicians ?

You proceed te make a comparison, of a novel kind, between a General
murshalling bis army, and a Minister of your learned profession arrangirig
his discourse. I question muer if tire lOtir chapter cf 2 Cor. iv. 5 was
present te your mmnd, and I am strongly inclined te tiuini, that it ivill ire very
obvieus te any one wvlo reads your (3ircular, that it is an attempt te deprive
God of the glory in the conversion cf sinners, and acribe it te riretorie and
eloquence. But astonisiment ay cease at any of your positions, wvien we
read in your Circular thnt yen characterize your learned, trained, preachers,
Ilthe ambassadors cf Christ." If they le sncbl, they must have an immediate
communication, as well as commission, from Christ; and tluey must ire
capable of' iorking miracles in confirmation cf their being bis accredited
asnbassadors; then we wvilI have proof that our learned Ministers car net
ouly Ilexplaîn" the true and infallible ineaning cf the "abstruse Scriptures,"
but deliver oracular instruction.

I Must irere say, that I do flot despise learning; I value it in its ewn
Place, as a valuible accomplisirment calculated te rouse and bring into action
the powers cf the mind. Wiat I obj.eet te, is, tire systern cf learningr and
training, ivitir a view te, and fer tIre avowed object et; being Miuisters, ire-
cause it is nowhlere countenanced in tire word of God. It ivas nnknown
in the primitive church, for three hundred years, tili Constantinie thre Great
îawv tire cross in thre elouds, with the inserpitioit, Il Thuas conquers ;" tien the
era of clerical domination began te dawrîr, w'lih arrived at its climax under
Charlemragne. And I ebject te it, because tise systeru has a malignant or
mischievous effect riper tire mmnd cf tire mars wlîo engages ira i as a profes-
sion, from wii lie expects te derive emolunient and dignity.

As regards the assumptiesi, that learning is beconre the succedaneumn te
anmd for miraculous gifts, it is inconclusive; inasmucir as these gifts Nwere
various, such as "ltie word cf wisdom," "4tse word of krsowledge," "faitir,"
Ilthe working cf miracles," Ilpropiecy» Ildiscerning cf spirits," "divers
kinds cf totîgues," "lthe interpretation cf tengues.", Now, wvirat shalh we
place as succeeding te eaehi of tis Nvonderful variety ? or shall a ksxow-
ledge cf dead languiages, Logie, Mathxematics, and Metaplsysics, ire thre grand
Panacea for them al? Again we find (1 Cor. xiv.) tint tie use of the
"gift cf tengues" is cliecked in the chssrcha; and Ilprophecying", (i. e. speak-
i 1g te edificatioa and comfort) approved, as serving for the church ; wlheremis
toliguet were for a sign te thre rinircievers.

945


