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gétfotth, erethosa fundamentol ortes on which the whole gospel system
jsibrectdd—The niversal corruption of human nature and salvation :by
the.death ‘of Christ.  ‘The difference between preaching the: gospel ond
the dispensation.of a-sacrament lies in this, that in the .one,: thoge.truths
are: set forth'in words,. which in the other, are set forih by signé. - The
'goh[%lxiakesawider range than a sacrament. It takesin the whole'counsel
.of-God-and is addressed to sinners as well as saints. A sacrament.con-
fines the attention to one or two truths, but these are the -basis of all that
the gaspel'has t6-say-to either good or bad; and also, it-can be rightly and
properly obsesved only by a particular class—the friends of Christ, Thesa
tiowever;-are nat in all.réspects essential dxﬂ‘erences the truer.pomt of
distinction is as has been stated above. - RN

- 1A ‘sneramentis therefore an ordinance in uhxch the - great prmclples of
galvation are enshrined.: It is the casket which-2ontains the jewels; «the
vessel which holds the new wine ; the basket which keeps-the loaves tind
the “fishes which ‘are to feed the multitude.” If sacraments have sny
greaterefliciency as mennS of grace than the preaching of the gospely it
must- be-betause-in them the attention is directed to'a single point,-and
that point the most impbrtant of.all ; and because the truths.presented: by
them ‘are-Brought more close fo us, being made, as it were, objects of
sense. -The relative value of the means of grace, consists in.the clearness
and-fdlness with-which they exhibit. Christ to our fith.. .
- 'There gretwo 'inferences 'plainly deduciblefrom all this: -/The firstis;
thiit-no alteration; ot even thesmallest, ought to be made in- these sacred
institutions,’ Bvery thing in them isappointed by divine authority,and..no
untioly buad skould be: put firth to make any alteration v His.ordinances.
Bvery -thing-in -them iy deeply significant. To make a change. imithe
symbol, isto make a-cltange in the thing sigrified. The iden of rondefing
them more impressive by the addition of ceremonies which are not-in the
bible, dg:an-impiety. Obedience, strict-obedience to his reveaied:willy is
religion. . The Romna Catholics have added to the sacraments«a multitudo
of .observances, to rendor them mere imposing-aud efficient, by whitl
they hoave altered the chatacter of both, so that they are no- lorﬁer'thu thmgs
thopiwere ini the days-of the apostles. - R (*7-
+ vIihe segond inference s, that saoramerts denve-no»eﬁicacy'ffrbm tho¥e
whio ediinister them.. - The language of our 'standards- 6h'=t—his"po'mt=’i§
excellent—«#“Sacrements become effectwal means of- sdlvation; not foiy
any virtue. i them or in himithat doth-administer tigm, but- only’ by'the
bleusing nobB:Christ.and the working of his spirit in them that ‘ by fied
seceive thepr™,s Much is now done in certain quartersito shew thit-otlif
priests episcopally -ordained, snd in direct succession-from the wpostiés}
have the power of administering validsacraments,  What'iy«the diffeteried
between +x valid stofament-and a-sacrament that is not velid-apart” from
the. faith or unbelief of the' recipient, it is not worth’ while-to eﬁqui_r‘é'f
neitherthe iden. nor the language is seriptural,  When the primitive éhrigd



