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¢4 THE MOTIVE FORCE OF MISSIONS. [January
tricity. As soon as the current ceases the paralyzed limbs fall back into
Where there is health, and the Head can exert its

their former apathy. cort
s the

will on its members, theve is no need for magnetic app-lianccs.
Father wrought through Christ for creation and rcdeu:fptlon—for the un-
folding of the history of Judaism up to the fullness of times, as well as for
the works of Iis earthly ministry—so Christ is prepared to work through
His people for those greater works—greater because what aﬁcct§ cternity
must be greater than what affects time ; greater because the soul is greater
than the body, as the jewel than the casket ; greater because the worm
that never dies is more intolerable than cancer, the fire that is never
quenched keener than fever. And where we are in living union with Bim
there will be no let or hindrance ; but the goings forth of His mighty Iove
to the salvation of men will pour through us with irresistible momentum.
We are now in a position to understand the reasonableness of expect-
ing greater works from the Church than were ever wrought by the Head.
Clearly the Church has an argument to present to men which even her
Master could not use. He could not point, except indefinitely, to the
cross, its flowing blood, its testimony to a love that the cold waters of
death could not stanch ; nor could He count upon the cooperation of the
Spirit in His convicting power as we can, but neither of these reasons will
account for the greater works that have marked the progress of the

Church through the ages.
Perhaps an illustration will best explain this further reason. Suppos-

ing the great painter Raphael were to infuse his matchless power, as he
possessed it during his mortal life, into some young brain, there is no rea-
son why the genius of the immortal painter should not effect, through a
mere tyro in art, results in form and color as marvelous as those which he
bequeathed to all coming time. But suppose, further, that after having
been for three hundred years amid the forms, souls, and colors of the
heavenly world, he could return and express his present conceptions
throngh some human medina, would not these later productions be greater
works than those which , .n cherish as a priceless legacy ? So, if the
Lord were to work in His servants such works only as He did before He
ascended to His glory, they would be inferior to those which He can pro-
duce now that He has entered into His glorified state, and has resumed
the power of which He emptied Himself when He stooped to become incar-
nate. This is what He meant when He said, ““ Greater works, becanso I
go to the Father.”

The one cure, then, for lethargy of action or apathy of interest on the
part of the Church is io be found in that profound word with which ihe
Epistle to “he Icbrews closes : * The God of Peace make you perfect to
do His will.”> The better rendering would be “ articulate, or put you in
joint.”  The members of the hody of Christ are apt to become dislocated
or stiff, hence the néed of apostles and prophets, pastors and teachers fur
the articulating of the saints unto the work of ministering to the world,




