
Buddlism and Ohristianity in Burmali

Tiiere are three great religious forces
u% contending for supreniacy iii

OCylon, Burinali, and Siamn. These
are An7inism, or Devii W\orsliip, Budd-
his6m, and Chiristianity. The above
îîaîned are ail known as Buddliist
countries. Thiere is no such ingic-ing
if religions as in China or Japanl, and

t1w type of Buddhisrn whvichl tliey
jiresenit corresponds inost nearly to
thie original teachings of Gautaiua.
Vie oid Atheisrn is retained. No
persunal God is recognized, and thiere
is no sucli tlîing as a huinan soul ;
thiere is only a succession of thouglits
.uxd conscious emotions. Continuitv

tli tht, uo atter death is treated as anl
i1itu-ion; uonly karina, or cliaracter, re-
mai.ins, and that becomes the inherit-
anice of an entireiy different being.

Southiern Buddlîisin. is a purely
ttiticil bysteuîî; it regards the Buddhia
,az dead-his conscious existence ex-
tincet. He is îîot a source of strength
mnd hielp except by hlis exaniple, his
ticred Imw, and the Sanglia or Mon-
Leiîc Order which lie establishied.

There is, therefore, no trust in super-
inatiiral piowers, and consequentiy nojt til ljr.yer; there are oniy liturgical

4forinniaries, or the expressions of
aLspiration and desire. Thiere is no
<netriine of F'in in the proper scise;
iiitcadi ut bin tiaire h, only an unîfor-
t1unate enitanglenient of soul wvltli mat-
tpr,.-n inhieritance of Ilconsequences "
w1iirli ha,-ve corne dowvn fronii former
existences Tiît-re is throughout the

a fatal disorder for 'vhich
inobody in particular is respowa.ible,
ainc god- and mnen atd beasts are
5imply victinis of misfortune. There
is, 0& course, nu0 doctrine of Pro% i-
dence, no conception of a divine

Fatie, no lielper iii this world, no
Saviour for the world to corne. E xist-
enice is an evii to le gotteil rid of.
Ail dcsire, the purest as wvell as the
lowest, is tu be suppre"-ed. Theý,
ideal life is that NhIiull witlidram s
fronil mankinti and suppre.-ses ail syni-
patliy and shirivels and destroys thie
noblest impulses of lfe. l3uddhia cin-
joiiied upon his "miiendicants - tu
Il waîder apart like a rhiinoveros,"
and to abide iii silence "las a broken
gonig;" tlusthlevshiould attainNirvania.

Tiîis anicient systi lins certain1y
enjoyed fair opportunities in ail the
countries above nained. It was intro-
duced into OCylon at lcast two cen-
turies before Christ under the auspicesý
of royal authority. A son and ý'
daughter ut the Indian king Abshokia
were its first, inissionaries. It.Nvas
never cruslied out thiere, asin India by
ail o-% erpowering Brahniani.ni, nor
coinfronited by elaborate philosophies
sucli as it encouutered in Chiina. It
w-as transplanted into Burîniali in the
flfth century, A. D., and into Siaiîd
and Canibodia in the seventh century.
It becarne the state religion in Siamn
and Burinali. It lias for ages donii-
niate(. ail educational ideas, sucli as
they were, and regulawd the national
custoins.

Every youth in Siain is supposed to
spend a certaidn timie in a mionastery
unlder priebtly intitruction. Princes
have sornetinies given years to rno,
nastie life, and notably the fathei
of the present king. In Buriliali,
clîildren of the better class are sent
tu the nionasteries for day -bchool
instruction. Lu one sense Buddhisni
inipresses itself upon ail things, upon
cuetoms and tihe national tlîought, and
eveti tîpo the scenery. The archi-
tectur-al curves of the pagodlas seelu as
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Sid hearts Ili Syria, and t1nit le Ilay give Press, coplies ut the Scriptures are also tmulti-
libe-rtY Of C0USCience ani <if profession of faitil iilying by tiuusaîidb, so b>3 the influenîce of the
tu ail; that, as thrlutgi ille inxatence of the lly Spirit naay bu nxuitiplied the numbers ut
îuanVii behaols in the land, m-ade-s are xniuitipily- tlisci wo buie~ inl thu truth to titi balIig ut
img by thousands fri-ut ail stes, andi as, by the t!xeir souis."
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