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that from the native states, about 85,000
chests, containing over 5,000 tons of opium,
are thus exported annually from India to
China,and a revenue of flve, six, or seven
millions sterling is derived by Government
fromit. It is a great Government institue
tion, for which Englangd is directly and pe-
culiarly responsible.

Because through many, many years this
trafllc nas been carried on in spite of the
remonstrances of the Chinese Government,
and of the thonsandfold testimony that it
ministered only to debanchery, and to moral
and social ruin. The Convention of 1885,
though it has given to the Chinese theright
to put a heavier tax upon imported opium,
has not altered in the slightest degree our
own relations as a country to the grossim-
morality of the trade.

Because while, for very shame’s sake, we
have done a little (only a little) to restrain
the havoe which opium was working among
our Burmese }fellow-subjects, we have done
nothing to check the ruin which it is work-
ing in China among w people in {riendly alli-
ance with us.

Decause every thoughtful and educated
Chinaman, heatben though he be, canuot
help denocuncing tho immorality and un-
righteousness of the nation which has de-
liberately sown among his people @ secd of
ever-extending vice and degradation,

Because in the largest mission field of the
world, according to the unanimous testi-
mony of missionaries in China, our relations
as & country to the opium trafiic form one
of the chiefest hindrances to the spread of
the gospel.

Because national judgment must surely
follow upon national sin, and it falls upon
British Christians especially, not only to
acknowledge this sin, but to lead the com-
munity in protesting against it, and in con-
tinuous efforts to effect its removal
\—The TForcign Liquor Traffic. Weareglad
to hear that the Foreign Missionary Society
of the Glasgow Y. M. C. A. are making in-
vestigations into this subject with a view
to the taking of some definite action. Brit-
ain has a terrible account to settle with the
Almighty in this matter. The blood of thou-
sands of natives in India and Africa is to-
day crying out to Heaven against her.
These dark races implore our aid in turning
the tide of & trafiic which threatens them
with rapid ruination ; but Church and State
alike seem to turn o deaf ear tocvery ap-
peal. Why is the voice of our churches
silent? Can it bo that tho terrible extent
of the trade is not fully known ? or is it that
the Church shrinks from fear of therovela-
tions wlieh a careful search would entmal ?
Silence, in view of the facts which many of
her ministers and pastors do know, only in-
creases her blood.-guiitiness, Already it is
known that in her very bosom are & number
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of the vilest offenders in * the trade,* some
holding positions as office-bearers, others,
through their liberality and pecuniary aid
to misslonary and charitable institutions,
enjoying contentedly the admiration of
thelr fellow-worshipers as great Christian
philantbropists. It is a sin and disgrace
that the representation of a Christian toa
heathen mind should be the rapacious
cupidity of merchants whose merchandise
s making the unbappy peoples they trade
amongst ** twofold more the childrer: of hell
than themselves.” It is impossible that the
Church’s foreign missionary effort can suc-
ceed as long as she goes with & soul-saving
gospel in the one hand and & soul-damning
trade in the other. BMay God give her minis-
ters grace to declare His whole mind and
will in the matter, and cuable her to wash
her hands and garments clean from all
complicity therein, If her efforts in the
ensuing struggle are not to prove futile, in
deep contrition her first step must be that
of self-judgment and purification. Judg-
ment must begin at the house of God. As
co-workers with God all His true followers
are under a threcfold obligatton to do their
utmost. We owe this for the sake of our
Lord and Master, who has commanded His
gospel tobe preached in every part of the
world ; for the sake of our missionary breth-
ren, in removing the stumbling-blocks we
have placed in the way of their work; and
for the sake of the poor heathen whom we
huve enthralled body and soul.—Christian
Leader,

India.—~We have received the report of
the Travancore District Committee of the
London Missionary Society. It is a closely
packed littlo volume, and its perusal leaves
o vivid impression of unusual activity
and ingenuity in all [departments. Read-
inz-rooms have always played an important
part in Travancore. The room at Nager-
coil has now been the scenc of special gath~
erings on Sunday afrernoons for many
months. At these meetings the people have
produced the publications of tho Hindu
Tract Society, and have put forward their
best men to argue the case against Christ-
ianity, while the Christians have replied
forcibly and clearly. This is excellent
work, stirrlog up in the people a greatex-
citement, and making them feel that Hin-
duism must fight if it is to continue to live.
The medical mission has proved itself of
great value. There is a medical native
agency, carefully trained, and doing most
valuable work in the branch dispensaries,
and it is proposed to enlarge thls depart-
ment by training & large number of young
Christians as dressers. Classes have been
held in which domestic medicine has been
carefully taught to catechists who have to
labor in the remoter partsof thedistricts;
and the cloments of obstetrics have been



