o - T T ARETET

6 THE ACADIA

4—_

ATHENAEUM.

own dwelling-place.Here the high groundis ta en that
God left his thoughts in creation that man,as theages
roll by, might read them. Some however misread and
willfully pervert ; others experience all that zlevation
of being which springs from thinking God’s thoughts
after him. The deeper the study of God's works,
the more is there a turning with devoutness and
reverence to the great Arst cause. Scientists lisp-
ing the A. B. C. of this great study

-nave pecome puffed up and vain. They need mod-

esty and reverence. Man for ages walked over a daxk
and mysterious world.G~d’s wendereus book was seal-
ed to him.There was iittle questioning,little response.
He goes forth at Jength to make inquiry. The rocks
tell their marvelous story,and ir: this resurrection to lifc
megitherium and mastodon walk the earth again.
Light is gradually breaking in upon the human mind,
and m~uis on the track of the Divine idea . The tide
of prugress rises higher and higher, ycarly roliing
over new possessions.

It is an enobling thought that regards man as a mi-
¢rocosm,or the epitome of cverything admirable in the
universe. With this view in mind, reverting to as-
tronomy man’s soul thrills as his car catches the roll
of heavenly anthems. Al that there is in carth, sca
and sky, meets into his own.subjectivity and ficods it.
There is a wonder{ul relation thus established between
the mind and the planetary and sidereal universe.Thus
glowing and exalted conceptions are obtained of the di-
vine workmanship. The raptured student turns his
eyes to Heaven to contempiate the wondurs of al-
mighty love and power; he observes how syst2m ruus
into system, and other plancts circle othar suns. His
heart beats faster and faster as the finite merges iy
infimte. All is now a shoreless sea, and man clings to
the promise of God and fecis sure that light will visit
the mouldering urn, thﬂtdy wiildawnon the night
of the grave.

God manifests himsclf aiso in 7ime. What a his-
tory is the history cof our race ! Through &ll the cross-
seas of misguided fury, spolitation, desolation, and
massacre, the main current flowed onin one djrection.
The light of 2 divine purpose shews through il
Above the censuming fires of passion and dia of baz-
tle there was a power in whose hands are the d&s-
tinies of all men.

Wars are only aporiion ofhistory; the domestic
habits and inner life of our race arc an esseatial patt of
it.  What must be cmob asised, however is the
1utellectual legucy lefs uz The thooghis of the

full fellowship with the quickening intellectual spirits
that have passed away and our spiritual life mingles
with theirs. Our whole being reccivas the influx of
quickening power, and rises to the plane of a higher
existence. Thus we are bound to the past and the'pre-
sent, Our great work is before us, let us address
ourselves toit like men.  Everything that has been
thought anddone is subordinated to our cuiture,

Colleges and universities should testify toyour
soundness ineducational views. The prime aim
should be symmetrical development. There is need of
the full orb in education, not something partly lumin-
cus and partly eclipsed. There i3 also a neces-
sitiy for cultivating the sensibilities, and making the
service of the faculties a service of love.

Man’s relation to the thoughts of God—his relation
1o the decds and thoughts of his race ought to be
-voman’s relations.  Did not Geod create both man
and weman for the same high and grand intellectual
purposes 2 Man is slow to see this. ¢ has (oubts
as to the utility and necessity of wemen to master the
curricifla and  obtain the highest results of cultire.
The questicn has been asked, is not the world running
madin taking women through the same mental nroces-
ses as men,thus disqualifying them for their legitimate
sphere in life?  Is it not a suffiicent answer to point
to the rapid strides made in the higher education ef
womzen both in the United States and Great Dritain ?
Tae wonderful advance in female education is owing
chicily to the fact that young women are becoming
fully canscious of the powers with which God has en-
dowed them. ’l‘hcre is not much use 10 say now,
‘Cnild come back,’ secing she has entered upon that
service of u:ilu‘e sndinvestigation frem which there
i5 no discharge. 2luch however, that passes for fe-
wale education is unworthy the name. The golden
yuars of life are wasted. Girls thatare fittedto titter in
theatres and fiit through ballrooms, inflated with ali
the sc-calledaccomplishinents, are worse than not
educated  Women's education ail throvgh the ages
neplectad,and her sphere misconceived. She was often
looked upon as a nccessary evil,created to rock a cra-

".!!c and prepars meaie,uoething more.  Man regarded

iminself 2s greatly her superior and held dominion over
all knowiedge. To women the fount of knowledge was
well nigh hermetically sealed. Man’s mind the world of
thought an-iwomen was blest if she caught even a
glimpse of hic heavenddit face. She was ever bowing to

mysteries she could not m-du'w“zd. Aan’s mind was
a ,m wer of imagz v an whwedh ay the ‘m_tm of faney

Arationd theagat seon b come forth in wing d wwzdx, bt
dead are an mestimable  treasyre,  \Wo enger mtoi

woman  gazes, and no  scenes ol br.amy start
e
&




