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it is îrnperiously denianded by the condition of So-
ciety.

WC arei lîowever, happy to l<uei the gr1ea
mass woýve.ankind is nc.,t in syînpatlîy Nvith t..-
thing so uni-cal; but is, on the conl-rary, satistied
to romain oiijeyliig tho uninistakcable privilegos
whieh ( od and justice have bostowed. TAT.

THE CONET.

MESSRS. !«DITORs,-K nowinig the livoly lu toiest
yen always rnanifest in the foremost questions of
the day, I shall nmake no apology for- introducingb
you te îny subjeet at once. I have ne theory to
present for yeur consideration, but~ a simple state-
ment of somo Nvell observed facts, ivhose truth
carry conviction on their frIce.

Censidering the chaetic. state of kîîowledge in
regard te cornets aîîd cometic action-fer ail such
knowledge is enly provisional, and theories built
thereen are liable te, change on 1-eceipt cf iiew
data,-I feel assnred yeu wvill ho pleased te receive
seme, weldefined views about eur pi-osent visitor;
views that wvi1I net conflict with any theory ef
cosmical being however antiquatcd, or iLoaded with
tradition. These celestial wanderersi,.,-for- ne one
has as yet constructed the universe in suc-hi a,
inanner as te render themi lable te lawv, eor makel
them respensible for thecir course cf actioî,-have
paid us occasioîîal visits frein. tine, inîmemorial.
And some ef them, having formed cair acquaint-
ance, have become regular callers upon the solar
fâmily. In ages less stoical than ours the visits cf
these knight-orrants hiavu been the occasion cf
censiderablo exciternen t and ne little superstitieus
dread, and we are disposed te laugh at thein for
believing cornets te ho the pertents cf great oeonts
or disastors. One very memorable cornet appeared
at the tirne cf the Turkzish invasion cf Europe. It
brigh+ened as the Moslem hests swept on in their
irresistible course, and during the sic-geofe Co,,-
stantiniiploit filled Glne-half cf the sky. After
some deliberation the Pope, iii eue bull, veî-y
jnstly fulminated. his thundors, ahkagainst the
cornet and the "'unspoakcable Taurkc" And, now,
yeu iih pardon me for digressing te add the mor--
al. Be carefal whorn yen select as assoeiates; foir
had the c-omet appoarcd at any Cther tiine ho
would have oscaped the ire cf the Pope, and ivould,

net have been excommunicated, and compollod te
wvander, as now ho doos, frieudiesa and fersakon
thrloughi the "1void and forinloss iinfinito'

Our» presont visiter is a gentleman cornet; fk)i
it is upon record, and lot limi whlî donios, iromem-
ber flic onus probandi is on him, a fac-t sufficient,
te warrant the assumption cf the eriginal proposi-
tien. Like most cf lus c-lass ho possesses "la long
haý-ir-likco-appeuidago, called a tail," and doubtless
liko the rest lie lias tho rare facility cf carrying it,
seinetimes befere, sornetimes behind, the new the-
ory that the so-calIed tail consîsts cf distinct, selid
masses,-stones, rocks, and lumps cf motal-flying
through space,and soon by i-efloctod sunlight under
certain conditions te, the contra-y, inotwitlistanri-
iiig, and if yen, asic for proof, 1l refer yen' te yùur
astronouiie lectures on the subjeet. The cemnet
wished te «ce, our oarth, a fact net i-oadily prcved
by direct argument, but rnost easily established
by n appeal te intuitive beliefs. Perlîaps te
prove thiat Tellus is cf marriageable age, is more
difficuit, but can be best accoînplished, by a'nalegy.
Every effort te extraet a direct confession ôf ber
age lias proved frufitless. Se like a worn'1 Some
would say she is a very young girl, a r-omp, whose
spontaneous activity betrays itself in earthquàkes,
and volcanees; etheîs that sue is a woazy, phthis-
icky, palsied old wvomaiî, wvith false liali- and nô
toeth, subject te isthma, and soomi te be, supei,-anu-
ated. Bat the latter- elass« are invariably- flound te
beo pessimiats, and theofore canuot ho, belie-ved.
The botter par-t, tî-uthfully place her in the posi-
tion cf ene wvho lias baroly escaped- lier "te'ens,"
net a licyden, but held in check by a sweet nat-
lirai mseocf femininos gi-ace, vivacieus, bewvitch-
ing, in possessieon of, pei-hiaps, pereniai yeuth,
happy te dally lier childi-en ou "1teni thousand Iihs,"
and spurning you wvould tiîîk te niotice such a siw6fl
as a corneit. If Tellus wvas so old amnd deci-epi t;
ought net the saine signs te be niaiuifested in héi-
pî-ogeny ? But who wvihl say that such sighs disfl-ay
themselves ? Man, the nicst peî-fect cf lier offispî-ing)
has here an unfulfilled mission, and Beaconstièld
tells us, that Ilmeni with missions do not disappear
until they have fulfilled thîem." Rlis imrnpî-vod
nîcans cf locomotion, bi eeiahsand eeti
lights ai-e but tho éaî-nest cf new isco o-
and conquésts in the future, a-nd teffl us plaiîî1l'
rnan's mission ont earth has but begun. Thon, teoo
being cf ene family, she cannot ho se veî-y old,
when- Jupiter- gives scarcely an indicationi cf erder-
ly conduet, te say nethiug cf any attempt te niake


