
ADM A l'FEiUM.5

Words as an Instrumnt of fltaztal Culture.

An ndd.ess delivered by Pi-of. Jones at the opcning of the Col lege, October 701.

IERE VER Mali exists WCe find huga It is
~h10lleof bis illost distincet alla n:arked eIaracerî-

V istilees, or, perhapis, WC mighit bettex' say notlxing
so-nîuch characterizes hlm iis latiguage. Surely Adani
and Eve haci the faculty of speech and its develop-
ment, otherwise they niust have iindulged ln pantominie
and bave helped to devolop the how-wow, the ding-
dong aiud pooh-pooh tlioories of Language. rihor con-
vormations in Paradise nitnat havie beoxi hehi iii laiinguag'i3 adapt-
ed to convey cloar and definite ideas, else ail intelligent un-
derstanding of the Divine word is not possible. In tlnLt
bcautiful and blessed place thernies of re-at moment were
tle subjects of conversation. Siuuce God made ruani li His
own image, it is difficuit to believe H1e mnade hlm langouage-
les8, or. at best. with ouily sufficlent, inventive grenius to, sup-
plv bis needs. fI tieemns far more probablr that speech ivas
nt. fivst; as pure and noble as those who used it, atud that, as
the taint fell upon mi), so it passed upoin speech. If so,
thon both man ý4nd ýanguagre haxd their Pade. For as
Adamn was a perfect type of creaited hunianîùy, so hoe mlust
have beezi endowed with ail that wvas essential to life. Les-
singr says, &Ithat God was too good to have withheld t,'oni biis
pour creatures, perlbaps for centuries, ai gift like speech."
"Any one," says Steinthal, Il Nvho thinks of mnu witiot

language thinksof him as one of the brutes," nor is it ini-
compatible with this theory to admit t langruage lias ben
efflar«ed an~d enriched by sotind-ixniitation. To illustrate:
our interjection ahl! probably bas in it greek ach/ts, a pangr
Sanskrit akd, Angtlo-Saxon)i ge4ail anld so our word ache.
anxious, anguish, an d agoiiy. In like mainner farrar t.hiniks
that xnyriad is f roin the root mnur inii-murmiur, iimplyingo the
rush of water drops; that mystery, beyond whici iii its high-
est meanlItgs language cannot go, is but an extension of the

sylbe u ,ai) onomatopocia, from the closing of the
lips, "What is mollie)-,"' be asks, "but a longthlngiC of the firet
crooriing of childhood's labials? What is Jicaven but the
space /zeaved over us? *What is hell but a hole, benieath oui,
feet ?" It is not our purposp ihciwever to treat of this crzzx of
the critics, and besides oi-A su'dî a subject wo in* ail bo sav-
ante. A.doptiig, then, the theory of the divine origin. of
speech), niin iii-,y properly ho styled the coenverser. Evetn


