0N SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES IX TIE STUDY OF THB WORD AND WAYS OF UOD.

magination must be affected in the ono case with
tho sublime, the beautiful, the pathctic—with
« thoughts that breathe and words that burn”; and
in the other, tho heart must fecl and love the ex-
cellencies of virtuc. It is not enouga to know the
words of the poem or tho names of the virtues:
these may be repeated without any just concep-
tionof their signification. Now, this applics n.ost
emphatically to revealed religion. It is a science
that engages the heart, the tastcs, and the affec-
uons, as well as the understanding,  Its terms re-
fer to thescy and cannot well be explained to aman
who does not feel the one and observe the other.
Aman, wholly engrossed with selfishness, must
lave only an obscure idea of disintercsted love
sud universal benevolence; and equally obscure
must his notions be of purity of leart, of devout
affections, or of'any spiritual excellence whatever,
whose soulis distracted and lorded over by unholy
passions, whose desires are who]ly fixed upon sen-
sible objects, and whose mind is 86 much tossed
about in dissipation, that it has no opportunity of
communing withitsclf and reflecting on spiritual
things. % For the natural man recciveth not the
things of God ; for they are foolishness unto him,
neither can he know them, because they are spirit-
ually discerned.” Aud this impossibility of un-
derstanding spiritual things would remain to a man
under the dominion of sense and appetite although
all spiritual things were as bascless as the fictions
of poetry. It rests not solely in the natural ab-
struseness of the things, but inthe unfitness of his
gross and animal nature to discern them, It is to
be expected, therefore, that the higlier we advance
in moral attainment—in holiness of licart and
life, the more clear will our knowledge be of moral
and divine science ; and cspecially of that revela-
tion whose principal design is to rais¢ that sorid
standard of moral virtue which rcason might form,
and to clevate our conceptions and sentiments to
aresemblance with the mind that was in Christ.

But besides this general purity of heart and
life, an humble, teachable, and impartial spirit, is
necessary to qualify all men for tho successful stu-
dy of revealed truth, When men come to the
scriptures with miuds full of the knowledge that
puffath up, they arc innofit tewper to study the re-
ligion of Clrist ; for such men are too wise to be
instructed. They imagiue that they have alrcady
found out a standard of truth, and that nothing
which is inconsistent with their preconceived opin-
ions, canjbetruth. Itis no great wonder thatsuch
should not acknowledge the word of God to be
cven & cunningly deviscd fable, for itis very unlike
any of the cunning fictions that human genius bas
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devised.  If such men are disposed to apply their
squure and compass to the Bible, as thcy would to
an cpic poem or system of mathematics, they will
be sure to find it out in all its proportions, 1t sure-
ly becomes men of tho greatest talents and acquire-
ments to have a diflideuce of their own understand-
ings in examining subjects of which they have had
no expericnee, and with which they have nothing
wherewithalto compare them ; and many of the
subjects of the christian revclation are, as might
have been expected, of this nature. It is not meant
by this, that humility is to be considercd as synony-
mous with weakness, or inattention, or credulity of
mind. Let every cnergy and resource of reason
be employed ; but let it alao bo remembored that
reason has its province, beyond which, it cannot,
without great presumption and danger, extend its
inquiries. Its proper province is to cxamine the
evidence on which the Bible claims to be a divine
revelation ; and after having ascertained that it is
from God, to listento its instructions with humility
and obedience. With such a temper of mind,
sided by other requisite moral qualifications, and
the promised assistance of the holy spirit, it may be
expected that the intcrnal and experimental evi-
dence of the christian religion will becotne daily
wmore convincing, and that most of those difficulties
of whichthe proud and untcachable complain, will
disappear.  And still farther if toall these be add-
cd that diligent and patient inquiry which such a
book as the Bible must require, from the rcasons
alrendy stated, it will indeed appear to be an im-
mense and invaluable treasury of heavenly know-
ledge, and containing the words of cternal life, will
abundantly reward those who scarclh it out and
regulate theirlives by it.  Were the Bible a book
that could be understood without labour and study
those who now complain loudest of its difficultics,
would most probably then have regarded itas trite,
pucrile and unnecessary—destitute of the clevation
and sacred mysteriousness of a divine revelation ;
and, indced, had such beenthe case, there might
have been much reason to suspect its divine ori-
gin. For if we arc encompassed with difiicul-
ticsin the study of hunmian and sensible beings,
liow wonderful would it be, if the knowledge of
divine and spiritual things were of casicr attain:
ment. They arcuot so; and, therefore, asinother
branches of knowledge, patient aud diligent study
i3 necessary to understand them.

Such an arrangement of things is admirably
adapted to the condition of man, and to the inotives
by which he is actuated. 'The mind is plcased and
profited by progressive knowledge. This diver-
sifics the secne of human life which otherwisc



