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imagination mnuet ho affectedl in the one case with
tbo sublime, tho beautiful, the pathetic-with
à6thouglita that breatlîc and worde that hurW"; andi
in tbo other, tho heurt muet fcel and love the ex-
cellencies of vitti. It as net enough to know the
worda of thc pocmn or Uic naines of the Virtu ce:
tiese uney ho rcpcatecl without any juet concep-
tio cf their signification. Now, tlîis applies n.ost
emphatically te revealcci religion. It je a science
thst engages the heurt, thc tastcs, anci tho affoc-
Liono, as well as the undcrutatiding. Its terme rc-
fer te thesc, andi cmnnot wcil hc explained te aman
wbe dees not feel the one andi observe the ollier.
A man, wholly engrosseci with selfislhncas, muet
bave only an obscure idea. cf disinteresteci love
sud universal henevolence; ad equally obscure
muet hie notions bhocf pumity cf lîcart, cf devout
aflh.ctons, or cf any spiritual excellence wliatever,
whose soul is distracteci andi lorcicci over by unholy
passions, whose desires are whoUly ixeci upon son-
si ble objecta, and whoso minci is se mucli tosseci
about in * dissipation, that it lime no opportunity cf
communing with itzelf anci reflecting on spiritual
"bigo. IdFor the natural mni receivcth met thc

uhiinge of God ; for thcy are foolishiness unto 1dm,
neither cas lie know thein, becauso tlicy are spirit-
ually discerncd." Andi this inapossibility of un-
dcretandiDg spiritual tbîîugs would rcmain te a man
under Uic doiniàon cf senise and appctito althougli
all spiritual thinge woe as baseless as the fictions
ot poetry. It reste net solcly in the naturel ah-
struseneis cf the thigo, but in Uic unfitncss offiis
gros. andi animal nature te discern tlsei. It is tu
Le expecteci, therefome, that thc higlier we acivance
in moeral attauient-in liolinces ef liart andi
lie, the more clcar will our knowlcdge hcocf moral
and divine science; aud cspccially of that revela-
tien whose principal deàîigný L te raise that sordid
standard of moral virtue wliicli mcason iniglît form,
al te elevate cur conceptions and sentiments te

a resemblance with thc minma that was in Christ.

But beaides this generni purity cf heart anal
lite, an humble, teachable, andi impartial spirit, is
necessary to qualify all men for tlîo successful stu-
ci1 of revealeil truth. Whon mon come te tie
scriptures with minas full of the knowlcdgc that
pufith up, they arc in ne fit tenîper te study the re-
ligion cf Christ; for sucli meu are tee .wise te bc
instructoci. 'They imagine that tlîey have aiready
founil out a standard ef truth, andi that nothisig
which is inconsistent with their prcconcelved cpmn-
ions, carn'betrutli. Itis negreat woudertliatsuchl
shoulci not acknuowledge tIse word cf Goci te bc
cven a cunuingly dcviscdl fable, for it ici vcmy utlike
asîy cf thc cuuling fictions that human goulus lias

devised. lif 1eh mon are dis poaci ta, apply ihoir
square and compas. te the Blible, as tlàcy would tcu
an epic pocha or s'ystemn of tuathieniatirs, they will
bc sure te fibd it eut ini ail its proportions. It mure-
ly heconces nien cf tIse greateat talcents tai acquire-
nienLq te have a Jifidcuce of their ewn understami-
ings in exaînining subjects cf which tlsoy bave bsail
noe xpomience, ana witlî wlsic tbcy have nothing
wliercwvitlal te compare tîem ; and many cf the
subjects of tIhe chriatian revelatien are, aU might
have becu expeccteci, of this nature. It ie flot meant
hy tîsis, thsat liumility its te hoe coiisidemeci as synony-
mous ivitî woa<nesiq, or inattention, or credulity of'
minci. Lot every energy uad retieurce cf roeas&

ci enspîcycci; but lot it aise bc remembereci tliat
reasen bau its province, heyond whsichà, it cannt,
wit.heut great pmesusnption andi danger, extenci itd
inquiries. Its proper province la tu examine the
evidence on which the Bible claims te hoe a divino
revelation ; and after having ascertainei that it is
fret» Goci, te listen te its instructions with humnility
andi obedience. WVith sueh a teauper of minci,
aideci hy ocher requisite moral qualifications, andi
thc Icremiseci assistance cf the holy spirit, it may hoe
expcced that tic internai and experimesital cvi-
deuce of thc cliistian religion will becosue daily
more convincing, andi tîcat most of those difficulties
of which the prouci and unteacîsable complain, wil
disappear. Aund still farther if te ail these o mdc-
cd that diligent and patient inquiry which sucli a
book as Uic Bible nmust requimo, freont Uic rossons
alrcady etateci, it wilI indeed appear te bc au inm-
mense andl invaluable treasury of heavenly know-
lecige, anid containing tic womds cf eternal lifr, will
nbundauitly reward tîcoso who searcl. it out andi
regulate thecir ives by it. Were the Bible a bock
tisat could i e undemstood witlsout labour andi atudy
thoce who new complain loudeet et its difficulties,
woulul mest pmebably thon have regardeci it as trite,
pucrile aud unnecessary-destitutc of Uiecelevatien,
andi sacreil mysteriousness cf a divine revelation ;
and, indeed, bnci sucl been thse case, Lucre suiglit
have beomn inuel reason te suspect its divine cri-
gin. For if wvo arecencompasseci witlî diflicul-
tics in tIse study et hunsan anci sensible beings,
how Wendertul weuld iL be, if thie knowledgc of
ditine andi spiritual tldngs woe of casier attaiez
ment. They arc netse; andi, themeforeasinother
branches ef knowledge, patient andc diligent study
is nccssary te understand ticm.

Such an arrangement cf things je admirably
adapteci te the condition of mn, nda te tIse msotives
byvlàihhois actuatoci. The mini Leplcnsed ansd
profiteci by progrressive ksiowlcdgc. This cuver-
bilesâ the ecue uf humait lifu which oUserwisc


