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"+ THE -BRACTICAL -BBE-KEEPER. |

home product.

The character and

.+ QUBHty of our.honey is se’good’ that its

reputation is high both homt, and a-
broad. Letus preserve and maintain
this gond.hame by taking and handling
our honey in a proper manuer and by
watching and putting down the first
sign of adulteration

. - The proper- taking and doubling of

. honey means, in the fivst place, allowing

it to ripen in the hives before removing
. it, or,when this js impracticable as jt
-oceasionally is, thorougnly ripening it
after it is removed, .and in the-secongd

. place, never putting it on the market

UNRIPE, UNTIDY OR GNCLEAN.
Bee-keepers as a-rule are intelligent,
- moral, neat and clean, but I have seen
. inmy time a few slovenlv ones who
were a disgrace to the whole fraternity.
This strictuve: is mostlv applicable to
those old-fashioned one-horse coveys
who stifl uge the box hive in the sum-
mer, and fire-and brimstone in the fall,
and .cut outr honey, -bee-bread, young
bees, de-d bees and all, and take this
apiarian mush to market in old tin pails
. and pans and take what price they can
get for it'; or mash the whole up, strain
it and-market it in that shape. This is
bee,keeping.with a vengeance, and, of
course, ;Ontario, like every other conn-
try, has g few such bee-keepers. But
they are ‘gradually .diminishjng, and
. :must in.iime disappear-along with other
. santique excrescences. But there is an-
:other side tothis picture.  Ontario has
- -nnahy first-class apiarists, and a few
equal to any.anywhere inthe world, and
rthese are-constantly increasing in num-
bers. 3

« Asto the pxosp‘ects and possibilities
of bee-culture in this province. the pro-
-spects are that bae-keepers will con-
.:tinue to multiply and the industry con-
. tinue to grow, unti! the ground. in the
.ha®itable parts is pretty well occupied.
This growth will probably not be so
; much in the:direction of specialism as
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bee-keeping in conjunction with farm-
ing, gardening, fruit raising, etc. ~ Bee-
keeping as an exclusive = business is
hardly safe excert in the hands of a
master who is tavorably situated as to
locality for forage. The businesshasits
ups and downs, and itg failures. One
of these overtook the bee-industry the
past season a8 you no doubt know.” 'In
Ontario, as a wholé, there is perhaps
not more than a third of an average
crop, while in many of the states of the
union the returns are much less. I“rom a
letter now before me from a leading bee-

. keeper in Nova Scotia, he save, “clover

vielded no honey herc this season.
The clover, seems to. have been pretty
badly spring and winter killed the past
season oyer 4, wide area on this’ coutin-
ent, and this suyplemented by the severe
and wide-spread droutb, left the crop of
light honey very short. 'The drouth ex-
tended so far into the fall ‘as to also
seriously affect the fall flow of honvv, as
buckwheat, which is the fafl staple in
mauny parts, only vieldéd mioderately.
The question as to whether, it would
pay the bee-keeper who hasland at his
disposal to .sow or p!ant‘ 9pecmlly for
honey, is one much dlsquused and ‘seri-
ously considered in localities Where
failure of the honey crop is flequent.
There scoms to have been but little ex-
perimentation to settle the matter prac-
tically, and. hence the divergence of
opinion on the subject. WI\ own opxmon,
which is founded on e\penence so”far
at least gs t.\vo of’ phe honey plants are
concerngd is th‘xt, it’ pavs the beeKeap-
er who can o s0, to sow and plant; three
honey producers, viz: alsike cl’over
buckwheat and basswood, or lmden 1
have been sowing alsike and buckwheat
for many years for honéy, and hoth have
paid well. These two plauts hardly ever
fail to yield nectar, while the white
clover, which as you know grows spon-
taneously, often fails. Then we have
the double crop from them--hay and



