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Christin faith. . . - Melo i, coin*
mon with) ail earm.est ovangelival Cîitmms
wvill do %veIl not to talie tip an ignoimunt andi
il.comsider-e( attitude of suspil ion tow alti
nicn wl'hn studv the Bible at ieast as cive-
flilly ais the zeilus andi orthdm defeullir
of tratlitional opiniionîs.

&THE PntonuRFsl 0F TIEMTIIîS
Eî'uSCOî'Àx cuivu'i.

At the last Ministerlal Conference
the Metbodist Episcopal Church re-
ported a total membersbip of 2,969,501.
They bave at the present time twenty-
two tbcologlcal institutions, flfty-one
colleges and universities, fifty-twi-
classical seminaries, and nine institu-
tions exclusively for women, not in-
cluding foreiga mission-sehools. In
these institutions during the past year
there were 51,606 students. The
value of property devoted to education,
together witli tbe endowmients, is
about $40,000,000.

The first place in general Churcli
work is given to the MissionaryT
Society. The Methodist Episcopal
Churcli has entered the fields of Af-
rica, South America, Germany, Nor-
way, Sweden, Switzerland, Denmark,
Italy, China, Bulgaria, and India.
Splendid work bas also been done by
the Oburcli Extension Society and by
the Board of Education, wbich bas
aided 11,709 students since its origin.
The Woman's Foreign Missionary
Society, during tbe tbirty-tbree years
of its existence, bas raised and dis-
tributed above $6,250,000. The Wo-
man's Home Missionary Society col-
lects and expends about $350,000 an-
nually. Through the Freedmen's Aid
and Southeru Education Society, the
Orpbanages; and orphan asylums, the
hospitals establisbed ln many cities-
through tbese and other means, the
great Methodist denomination is mak-
ing ber work tell in tbe Ulnited States.
Tbe publishing interest of tbe Cburch
is divided into two great institutions,
one located ln New Yorkz, tbe otber lu
Cincinnati. Tbe entire proceeds of
this vast business are devoted to the
support of worn-out ministers and
mninisters' wldows and orpbans.

DEATii 0F Rnv. A. W. coo.
In the death of the Rev. A. W.

Nicolson, wbo passed unto bis rest
on.June 28tb, Metbodism o! the 'Mari-
time Provinces loses one of lier veteran
warriors. lie was ln bis seventy-
third year, and bad given forty-seven
years of bis ]Ife to the ministry,
active in both the pulpit and tbe press.

0f Scotch parentage, he came to Can-
ada about 1856 and entered the -workc
of the Methodist Church of Eastern
Britishi Am6rica. As a minister his
style was clear, pungent, incisive, and
glowing. lie was rnasterly in exposi-
lion, a thorough student of the New
Testament, ever sceking to kcnow and
reveal the mmnd of the Master.

Hie was a member of the first Gen-
eral Conference Hymn-Book Com-
mittee, and for many years a member
of the Board of Regents, the govern-
ing body of Mount Allison University.
le was for six years the editor of The
Wesleyan. Executive qualities marked
him as eligible for the office of Boolz
Steward, and to that departrnent hie
ý,7as appointedl in 1873. linder his
vigorous administration the Institu-
tion was removed from the dingy
Argyle Street premises to a conspicu-
ous site on Granville Street.

It was fltting- that hie who bad doue
sucli manifold service to the Churcli
on earth sbould pass unto his rest
while ber beils -were ringing on the
Sabbatli norning.

DEATI[ <iF Dit. BRETJIOI-R.

We regret to learn of the death of
the Rev. Dr. Brethour, of Niagara
Falls South, on October 3rd. Dr.
Brethour gave forty-three years of bis
;:fe to the service of theMebis
Church. lie beld sucli important ap-
pointments as Belleville, Windsor,
Aylmer, «Milton, Brantford, Burling-
ton, Hamilton, Tillsonburg. In almost
ail of these lie remained the full imit
of time permissible. and left a grand
record of successful work. lie enjoyed
ail the honours wvhichi bis Conference
could give bim, Financial Secretary,
Journal Secretary, Chairman of Dis-
trict, seven times President of Confer-
ence, and six times dc legate to the
General Conference. liewas for many
years one of the rnost earnest. acti-ve
and faitbful of CanaJ au prohibition
work-ers. During- tbe successive tem-
perance campaigns for the Scott Act,
the Plebiscite, the Referendum, lie
was a wise colinsellor and aggressive
actor. lie w'as a inember of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of tbe Dominion
Alliance, and Secretary of the Gen-
eral Conference Temperance Commit-
tee, and did grand worlt in botli these
relations. At the time of bis lamented
death hie was President also of the
Welland County Prohibition Assoria-
tion. Dr. Brethour was eharacterized
by h4s; sound jndgment, bis wise coun-
sels, bis evangelistie earnestness. Hiez
loss will l)e grcatly feit.


