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cannot Justly lie spoken of as if they
%vere deserters wvho had lost the know-
ledge of Christ. The comnion Chris-
tian conception o! Christ niy have
been comparatively Imperfect ;but it
did not consist 0f erroneous ideas that
should be renounced for new views of
Bis character and teaching. With
soine theologians " coming back to
Christ"> seems to imply a question-
ing of the authority and trustworthi-
ness of prophets and aposties, under
the pretext of exalting the l'iaster, who
said, "BFe that despiseth you de-
spiseth me."

DISL>AIAGING AUTIIORITY 11; RELIGION.

There is probab]y nothing 50 char-
acteristie of the theological trend of
the times as the rejection 0f authority
In religion, including that of the Boly
Seriptures. We do not inean merely
the rejection of the inerrancy of
Seripture or of any particular theory of
inspiration, but the denial of the trust-
wvorthiness and authority of the Bible.
This drift of current speculative
tbought towards the rejection o! au-
thority as a ground of belief is fruit-
ful in practical results. There is a
widespread restiveness under definite
statements o! doctrine and duty, and
a strong desire for greater latitude in
the rejection o! old belliefs and rules of
conduct. There is an undue exalta-
tion of the human element in the
Seriptures, and a corresponding ignor-
ing of the divine> tiil the latter is
iargely left out 0f siglit. Nay, more,
in some cases it has come to this, that
prominent teachers within the Chris-
tian Churches ho]d that wvhether the
Seripture records, including what the
Gospels tell us about the Lord Jesus
Christ, are facts or fictions is a mat-
ter o! minor importance, that need
not affect Christian faith or piety.

This is as mucli as to say that those
who rejeet the historie Jesus Christ
of the Gospels may sf111 c]aim to lie
Bis disciples. The poet Coleridge
counted nothing in tile Bible inspired,
except wviiat * " found hlm." Some
modern teachers appear to hold that
nothing in the Bible has any authority
for them but what they choose to en-
dorse. They regard the Seriptures
mereiy as the thoughits and lessons
wlîich. good mon of former times ad-
dressed to the people of their day.
Many dlaim that divine inspiration
wvas not peculiar to the sacred writ-
ers ; but that it is possessed by ail
devout Christians, in proportion to,
their piety. Individual opinions are
exalted to the level of the teaching of
the prophets and aposties, in a way
that w.ould inake every Christian an
oracle to himself.

But it should not lie forgotten that,
as Christianity is an historie religion,
its foundation facts must be received
on the evidence of testimony. The
rejection of the testimony by which
these truths are attested is perilous to,
Christian faith. As the mariner who
discards chart and compass and guid-
ing stars is sure to be swept by ad1-
verse winds and waves out of the truc
course, so Chîristian preachers and
teachers 'who disparage the truth and
authority of the Bible, and speak flot
according to the words of "the ]awv
and the testiînony," are sure to be
found " teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men." The theol-
ogy, wvhether old or " newv," which
undermines the authority of the Hoiy
Seriptures, or divests our Lord Jesuis
Christ of those divine attributes which
make Hlm an ail-sufficient Saviour, is
misleading and dangeroiis, no matter
what its dlaims to superior liberality
may be.
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