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whether the childron wers to b admitted
and receive the seal? No, On the egamo
principle we must believe, that when thoy
euccceded in making disciples, and bap.
tized them;that theyadmintsterad the seal
to their children at the snme timoe, True,
aecording to their Jewish notions, wo
might expeot to find them baptizing nono
ut males, were it not that wg are in
formed, that the rite was administered to
fomales also.  In Actavir 12, it is said
“thqy were. baptized both men and wo-
mon.” .

2, InfontChurch membership was re-
cognized by Panl. In his lst Epistle to
tho Corinthians he says, ‘‘And the wo-
men which hath an,_husband that beliey-
oth not, end if he be plenced to dwell
with her, let her not leave him, For the
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sancti-
fied by the husband: else were your chil-
dren unclean, but now are they holy, 1

- Cor. 13-24.

The first thing to do, is toascertain the
meaning of the word “holy.” which is
hero et opposite “unclean.” In the New
Testament it frequently denotes separa-
tion from & common to & sacred use,
thiy sense it is used inreference to plases,
{oraplag, and men. When applied to men,
it signifies theirseparation from the world
to the servica of God, If.is evident that
the holiness of the children in this sense,
wad a fact acknowledged by tha Corin-
thizxi Church, and the Apostle here brings
it forward-asa renson why the parents
should not sepdrate; because; the condi-
tion of their children threw a certain e-
gree of sacredress around the unbelievin,
parent. in consequence ¢l his, orher, con.
nexion with a boliavar, 'Lhe reason of
the Apostle és-base 0. No acknowledg-

-city of Philippi, when Lydin was convert-

| would goon shift their ground, if, in prov-

¢l the individuals living undor the same
roof, and subject to the game, domestio: .
| government: and 1% certainly would bean «

Acting under their great commission to .

oand *disoiple all nations;” they went
orth to found and establish Churches, by
making prozolytes, Their course shewa

that thoy nevor baptized any adult, but *

upon & profession of faith in Christ, They
never mention infants; just, beeause, tho
principlo was established, thet when tho

parent was recoived into the Church, Ttgo '

o
form of the scal having boen chonged -
could not in any way affect the subjects *
In lookiny ¢

children wore received likewiso'

of it, or the blessinys sealed.
at the history of their proceedingd, we ¢

find them spenking of “boptizing” {!unt as
4

‘‘oircameising™ is spoken‘of, viz: “housc-
holds.” Whatwas the direction given to

Abrahem? “And he that is eight days old -

shall be circumeised among you, overy
man child in your generations, he that is
born in the house, or bought with mone

of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.
He that is born in thy house, and hethat
is bought with thy money, must needs be
circamoised; and my covenant shall be in
your flesh for an everlasting covenpnt,
Gzy. xvir, 12-18: Now, compore with -
this command the doings of Paul in the

ed, “‘he haptizod her and her housshold,”
Acrs, xv1, 15, In like ‘manmer he bnp;
tized the jailor ¢‘and all hisstraightway.”
But it may be said, “we have no evidence
that inthese houses thers were any chil-
dren.” Those who urge that objection,

ing any otaer point, they weretold the

word * housthold” did never include
children, A “housshold™ comprehends

unwarrantable uee of the term, to limis -
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it to tha adults in afamily, I cannotses ¢
how any unprsjudiced person reading the .
doings of the Apostles, can cometo any- s
other conclusion. These cozes were no§ 1
tho only cases in. which they acted eo; -
but are mentioned a8 specimens of their ¥
mode of procedure;.and it would be truly %
marvellous, if, in all the families of the /
early converts, there were no children. t
The man who can believethat has more %
thar comion faith, Thewatt of child- ¢

ed feot, that the children of such o family
were hely. The whole of the members
of the Jewish Churoh were called- holy,
becauss God had entered into covenant
with them, and tieir children wers call-
ed holy, because they aVso were in cove-
nant, and received the pame seal, circum-
cision. .
When therefore Paul addressed these |

wordsto the Corinthian Church, hemeant:
thet the oliildren.of belisvers were holy;
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ot in " eart, but in a.Church sense: as ba-..

longing nominally to:-the people of God,
&3 z%lenn%bors' of thz visible%ehurch. Itis
on this principle that Presbyterians bap-
tize o child, ywhen only ore of the parents
iz & profeszing Christinn. v

3. The practice of the Apostles shews
that they rogerded infants as membors of
the Church. »

ren iznot what is common in families; ;

but theexception to the rule. It seems ¢
clear then, that the Apostles did ba(.;)ﬁza "

infants; which they would not havedons, *
had they not viewaed them as membera of -
Christ’s Church, and entitled to the seals !
of tho covenant, T

4. A sivong presumptive argument in ¢
support of the doctrine ofinfant Churcly -



